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Little Engine that Could —is it true? Yes and no.

Why do we tell such stories to young children?

It pulls them in, speaks in a way they can understand.

That book — very clearly a made -up story — no one questions that.

Bible — much more complicated.

Written my many different people over a long period of time.

Is it written by God? | would say yes.

Is it true? Yes. But from a spiritual perspective, not from a scientific perspective.

Stories are there — to teach us about God, about ourselves, and about our
relationships — with each other and most importantly with God.

And who we see or understand God to be and how God interacts with us.

Allegory/Parable (Gen 1-11, Job)

Creation of the World — two very different stories

Adam and Eve — found wives for two sons, Cain and Able — where?
Need to know — different Christians read the Bible in different ways.
Some want it to be a scientific textbook.

This makes some people uncomfortable, they worry - if it is not the literal truth it
is not the truth. United Methodists, in general, have a broader understanding.
But the beauty of the UMC is there is room for people with different beliefs and
perspectives. Your parents may have been taught something different. So be
ready for that, and kind and open.



History — Kings, Chronicles
Law —Exodus, 10 Commandments (Chapter 20,
Leviticus, Deuteronomy 6:5 (Matthew 22:7)
Poetry — Psalms. Psalms, like poetry, uses imagery.
23" Psalm
Proverbs 22
Prophecy — strong, metaphorical language
Teaches us what we are doing wrong, and what we should be doing
Speaks of the future - Isaiah 9:6

For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, and the government will be on his
shoulders. And he will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting
Father, Prince of Peace.

Superhero movie vs evening news
Different styles/genres/ different ways of hearing

Different strokes for different folks — different people like different styles of
literature, therefore different books in the Bible

And at different times. Poetry.



