Staff News

After twelve years serving as our Business and
Finance Director, Linda Bowen will begin a new
career in November. We are thankful for Linda and
her great work at FUMC through the years, and we
wish her well!

Please join in welcoming:

Julia Barham, who began as our new Business and
Finance Director on October 20.

Kelly Heligas, who began as our new AV Tech
Lead on October 19.

Wesleyan Heritage

Here are some “firsts” from our Holston
Conference history.

1773—The first Methodist Meeting House,
Pages Chapel, was built in Bluff City, TN.
1784—The first preacher was assigned to
Holston, Thomas Ware, who came from
New Jersey.

1796—The first recorded movement of a
circuit rider traveling through our area.
William Burke took a three-night journey
through the wilderness from the
“Cumberland Circuit” to Knoxville.
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Learning and Growing

Congregants and community have many opportunities
to come together for learning and growth.
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November Special Offering

The Special Offering for the month of November will support First Church’s Christmas Shoppes.
Monetary donations will help provide Christmas gifts, meals, and staples for families in need. Shoppes
season is in full swing, and your gifts are greatly appreciated! To support the November Special
Offering, mail a check to: First UMC, 1350 Oak Ridge Turnpike, Oak Ridge, TN 37830. Notate
“monthly offering” in the memo line.
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First United Methodist Church
1350 Oak Ridge Turnpike
Oak Ridge, TN 37830

Office: 865-483-4357
Pastor-on-call: 865-272-9862
https://fumcor.org

On September 25, Bruce
Spangler led “Coffee and
Difficult Conversations” on
the subject of Christian
nationalism. This program
was sponsored by Social
Concerns and attending by
over 50 congregants and
community members.

On October 5, Billy Daniels
shared about “Welcoming
Death: An Invitation to
Deeper Aliveness..” This
Sunday School program was
hosted by the Fellowship
Class, but attended by many
of FUMC’s adult Sunday
School classes.

On October 19, FUMCOR
celebrated United Women of
Faith Sunday. Guest
preacher, Rev. Leah Burns,
challenged worshippers in
the Traditional services to
“be pushy” in serving the
needs of our neighbors and
welcoming the outcast.

Joys and Concerns

Recently Hospitalized:

In Sympathy:

Sandy Elkins, Gerry Hahs, Dan Nagle

Louise Mixon (died 10/15); service arrangements are
incomplete at this time.




A Note from
the Pastor

1 Mark Haste, Nancy Kile
2 Lloyd Langford

3 David Daugherty, Greg
Hinkel, Jennifer
Johnson, Ben Young

“The disciples woke him and said to him,
‘Teacher, don’t you care if we drown?’ He
got up, rebuked the wind and said to the
waves, ‘Quiet! Be still!”” - Mark 4:38-39

A woman was flying in a plane that started to
have engine trouble. When the pilot made the

announcement that they were going to try and 4 Bill Hope, Betty Pitts,

make an emergency landing, the woman took Margo Witcher
her husband's hand, and they offered up a . .
simple prayer of faith. They prayed, "The S %igﬁle Boliak, Pat

light of God surrounds us. The love of God
enfolds us. The power of God protects us.
And the presence of God watches over us.
Wherever we are, God is."

6 Meredith Fuller, Sherry
Fuller, Steve Reddick

7 Joe Craven

8 Ed Ducko, Keys
Fillauer, Dick Pearson,
Terry Pfeiffer

9 Bill Altman, Jim
Charles, Judy Gooch,
Cooper Henry, Lee
McClure, Jordan
Oxendine, Dottie
Thompson

The woman said they knew this prayer would
not stop the plane from crashing, if that was
what was going to happen. But instead, it was
a declaration of their confidence that, living or
dying, God was with them; they were in God's
care. That is peace, comfort, strength, and
faith.

When we cry out in distress, we will often
find that we aren't delivered from the
situation, but instead, we are given the grace
to endure and be victorious, no matter what

may happen. 10 Joan Marshall, Sonya

Opachick, Elana
Watson

11 Ethan Brady, Gloria
Larson, Bella Young

12 Evelyn Boyd, Mary

When the storm hit the boat, Jesus was
reminding the disciples that whether their
lives were spared or not, they would not fall
out of the palm of God's hand. Where is God
when the storms of life rage around you? Do
you believe that God is right there in the boat

with you, just as Jesus was with the disciples? Wilson
Even though there are fearsome and horrible 13 Bonnie Schreiber,
things in this life, they need not paralyze us, Roger Petrie

have dominion over us, nor own us because
through faith in the God Who
raised Jesus from the dead, we
can know that we are never alone
in the boat. Jesus is always with
us, and that is all that really
matters.

May God’s peace be with you,
Pastor Ken

Stewardship
As of September 30, 2025

2025 YTD Offering & Other Income: $1,118,859
2025 YTD Budget Expenses: $1,125,649

2024 YTD Offering & Other Income: $1,091,801
September Special Offering (Youth): $2,580

November
Birthdays

16 Julie Cole, Greg Irby
17 Paul Fellner

18 George Smith, Tyler
Kizzire

19 Lee Baur

20 Dee Crum, Laura
McLean, Teresa Outhier

21 Mike Hardy

22 Sitaly Bailey, Steve Bell,
Kim Lezatte, Allie
Marascia, Nelda
McAfee, Daniel
Abercrombie

23 Jana Brayton, Adam
Washington

24 Kaylie Gallaher
25 Scott Gillenwaters

26 Chase Brown, Kevin
Dufty

27 Eric Bishop, Liz Clary,
Hal Cousins, Bob
Martin, Ann Siemsen

28 Jake Cheney, Bill
McWhorter, James
Stokes, Zachary Hicks

29 Charles Campbell

30 Katie LeForce, Kennedy
Tull

Report

Thank you, Pastor Jenny!

On Sunday, October 12, we celebrated Pastor Jenny
Caughman and her 14 years of ministry at First UMC. Jenny
retired on October 15. On her final Sunday, Jenny delivered
a sermon celebrating the church. She was also greeted by
congregants (including Kaz Craven, pictured left) at a
~retirement reception following the 11:00 a.m. worship
services. We are so grateful for Jenny and her loving care of
this congregation!

First Recovery
Annual Thanksgiving Dinner

The First Recovery ministry will be holding its annual
Thanksgiving Dinner on November 26. This is one of the
biggest events of the year for the recovery ministry—a
celebration of gratitude that, for many of the people we
serve, may be the only Thanksgiving meal they experience.

This special evening is made possible through the support
of our congregation and dedicated First Recovery
volunteers. We are currently seeking donations of side
dishes, as well as volunteers to help with preparation and
serving.

If you feel led to help, please contact Matt Holder at
mholder@fumcor.org or 865-603-7932.

On November 7, First Steps Child
ﬁmt Step Development Center will hold the annual

S Spaghetti Dinner and Silent Auction
SPAGHETTI DINNER /, . Fundraiser. Even if you can’t make the
& SILENT ALCTION / n ‘ dinner, you can support First Steps and this
- important ministry to children and families in
Tickets: 7 88 our community by purchasing a ticket or
i?g faa;n’yisa;” G e Ul making a monetary donation. If you would

like to purchase a ticket, please call:

865-483-6291.

Friday, November 7

Call 865-483-6291 for tickets




