
First Things 
Annual Church  
Charge Conference 

Church members celebrate FUMC 
ministries and elect new leaders. 

December 2025 

First Church's annual Church Charge Conference was held 

on Sunday, November 16. On a beautiful afternoon, 

approximately 35 church members gathered and heard an 

inspiring message from District Superintendent Ann 

Robins. We approved Sheila Michel as a certified Lay 

Speaker and Josh Sumter to pursue Deacon's orders in the 

United Methodist Church. Together, we celebrated 

Community Meals, First Recovery, Clean Water for the 

Home, Stephen Ministry, Shoppes, and all the wonderful 

people who have agreed to serve in and through First 

Church in the coming year.  

New Members: 
Abby Alexander, Teri Smith-Pearson, 
and Linda Triolo—joined 10/26 
 

Meaghan Emig and Tim Jenkins—
joined by transfer, 11/9 
 

Recently Hospitalized: 
Mike Cates, Dee Crumm, Betty 
Dreyer, John Norris, Betty Pitts, 
Charlene Reynolds, Tiddle Thomas 

First United Methodist Church 
1350 Oak Ridge Turnpike 
Oak Ridge, TN 37830 
 

Office: 865-483-4357 
Pastor-on-call: 865-272-9862 
https://fumcor.org 

Joys and Concerns 
In Sympathy: 
Louise Mixon (died 10/15); a service will be held at FUMC 
on 12/1 at 1:00 p.m. 
 

Ann Shatley (died 10/26); a private graveside service was 
held. 
 

Hal Travis (died 10/26); a service was held at FUMC on 
11/1. Hal is the father of Rev. Clair Sauer. 

December Special 
Offering 

The Special Missions Offering for 

the month of December will 

support Clean Water for the Home. 

Monetary donations will help 

provide water filters for 

households in Honduras, where 

there is no potable water. This 

ministry has been through a period 

of transition, and your donation 

will help it get started again, 

provide clean water to hundreds of 

homes in Honduras. ! To support 

the December Special Offering, 

mail a check to: First UMC, 1350 

Oak Ridge Turnpike, Oak Ridge, 

TN 37830. Notate “monthly 

offering” in the memo line. 

Wesleyan Heritage 
The Methodist Church in the United States was officially established 

at the “Christmas Conference” of 1784, held at Lovely Lane Chapel 

in Baltimore. Here, Thomas Coke, already ordained by John Wesley, 

ordained Francis Asbury, and together they became the 

superintendents of the independent Methodist Episcopal Church. 



December 
Birthdays 

A Note from the 
Pastor 

The Season of Advent: Hope, Peace, Joy, Love 

Through November, we took time to give thanks. 
I found this intentional practice to be important. 
When I stopped to really think about what I might 
give thanks for, I discovered that despite many 
challenges, there is still so much to celebrate. 
Remembering and giving thanks for some of the 
wonderful blessings of this year lifted my spirits.  

Because the exercise of giving thanks was so 
uplifting, I have decided to do the same through 
each week of Advent. During the season of 
Advent, there are themes that guide our worship 
and preparation as we move toward Christmas and 
the celebration of our Savior’s birth. Each week, 
we light a candle on the Advent wreath and reflect 
on the theme: hope, peace, joy, and love. 

Beyond just the lighting of the Advent Wreath 
each week, I invite you to join me this Advent 
Season in reflecting on the hope, peace, joy, and 
love in your life. 

 Week of November 30 – What has brought you 
hope this year? What gives you hope for the 
future? 

 Week of December 7 – How have you 
experienced peace this year? Where do you 
see peace in the world? 

 Week of December 14 – What has brought you 
joy this year? What gives you a sense of joy as 
you think about the future? 

 Week of December 21 – How have you 
experienced love in a special way this year? 
How have you shared love in a special way 
this year? 

As we move toward Christmas and prepare once 
again for the coming of Christ, I hope you will 
reflect on and share the hope, 
peace, joy, and love that you 
have experienced in your 
own life! 

Grace and Peace, 
Pastor Clair 

1 Beth Fetzer 

2 Jim Nelson, Bart 
Renfro  

3 Gianna Folino, 
Princess Haas, Diana 
Homan, Wendell 
Lawson, Eliza Wilson 

4 Dave Ochs  

5 Blake Anderson, 
Denise Anderberg  

6 Stephen Foster, Jamie 
Lindsley, Ted 
Willgrubs, Linda 
Triolo 

7 Nick Gallaher, James 
Luby, Jerri Melhorn-
Amonett, Parker 
Palmer  

8 Dan Davis, Carol 
Luzader 

9 James Bartholomew, 
Christy Cheney 

10 Faye Freeman, Julia 
Hoppe  

11 Merry Alexander, 
Wes Horton, Jack 
Opachick, Kris 
Koone 

12 Blake Moore, 
Natalie Williamson 

13 Kent Smitherman 

14 Sid Garland, Jim 
McCauley 

15 Richard Baylor Jr, 
Mike Ripley, Mary 
Helen Rose 

17 Andie Breeden, Anne 
Thomas, Brad Webb 

18 Kate Baker, Harold 
Hartman, Sandra 
Pelletier, Allan 
McFarland  

19 Sharon Duncan, 
Donna Wells 

20 Natasha Lloyd, Jerry 
Luckmann, Peggy 
Wheeler  

21 Donna Butcher, Lucy 
England  

23 Lori Sepulveda  

24 Tammy Phillips 

25 Ken Luckmann, 
Jessica Southern 

26 Lelia Baylor, Neil 
Burchell  

27 Jake Goodlaxson, 
Wallace McAfee, 
Betsy Petrie  

28 BJ Boyd, William 
Butler, George Farris, 
James Wilson 

29 Jackson Linn 

30 Wilson Hammer, 
Tommie Sue Kiggans, 
Will Madson 

31 Mary Normand 

All Around First Church 

As of October 31, 2025 

2025 YTD Offering & Other Income: $1,254,347 

2025 YTD Budget Expenses: $1,234,269 

2024 YTD Offering & Other Income: $1,238,106 

October Special Offering (Trustees): $1,190 

Stewardship Report 

Youth 
On November 9, FUMC youth learned about acts of 

justice, and then put their faith into action by packing bags 

of essential items for our neighbors who will come to the 

2025 Christmas Shoppes. 

Usher Training 
FUMC member, Caroline 

Nesaraja, became a United 

States citizen on 

November 17. There to 

celebrate with her were 

Melanie Fillauer, Janet 

Stroud, and Judy Stroud. 

Congratulations Caroline! 


