
First Things 

Annual holiday 
ministry serves a 
record number.  

January 2026 

On Saturday, December 13, 

FUMCOR held the annual 

Christmas Shoppe for families 

in need here in our community. 

Not only did we get to be the 

hands and feet of Jesus, but we 

also got to be Santa’s elves, 

making Christmas magic come 

to life for more families than 

ever before. 

We served 58 families with 

141 children this year – a 28% 

jump from last year’s 110. 

This was possible thanks to the 

generosity of this church 

family. 

It was a beautiful morning of 

showing up and showing the 

love of Christ – and we can’t 

wait to do it again next year.  

Recently Hospitalized: 
 
Steve Bell, Mike Cates, 
Dan Nagle, Dee Crumm, 
Jim Parks 

First United Methodist Church 
1350 Oak Ridge Turnpike 
Oak Ridge, TN 37830 
 

Office: 865-483-4357 
Pastor-on-call: 865-272-9862 
https://fumcor.org 

Prayer Requests 
In Sympathy: 
Lathan and Jolene Blair (died 12/5); services were held in December. 
 
Betty Pitts (died 12/14); a service will be held at FUMC on 1/17 at 2:00 
p.m. Receiving of friends begins at 1:00 p.m. 
 
Charlene Reynolds (died 12/17); service arrangements are pending. 
 
Dee Crumm (died 12/21); service arrangements are pending. 

January Special Offering 
The special monthly offering for January will support the Community Assistance Fund. These funds are 

used by the pastors to provide gas and utilities assistance to our neighbors in need. On average, the 

pastors support 8-12 households each month, spending approximately $2,500.00 to help people in times 

of emergency. To support the January Special Offering, mail a check to: First UMC, 1350 Oak Ridge 

Turnpike, Oak Ridge, TN 37830. Notate “monthly offering” in the memo line. 

Welcome New Staff! 
First Church is excited to welcome some new members to our outstanding staff team. 

The Rev. Billy Price will begin as FUMCOR’s new Next Gen Ministries 

Director effective January 1. In this role, Billy will oversee the discipleship 

formation of our children and youth. Billy comes to us from Beaver Creek 

Cumberland Presbyterian Church, where he has served as an Associate Pastor 

since 2017. He is married to Lara, and they have four boys—Eden (18), 

Woods (5), Graham (4), and Merrick (2). 

Prisca Gomes-Brant is FUMCOR’s new Business and Finance Director. Originally from 

Florida, Prisca grew up in the church and has held various management roles in churches 

and small business. Married to a firefighter, Prisca is the proud mother of two sons and a 

daughter. She is also a joyful grandmother and shares her home with two beloved dogs. 
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A Note from the 
Pastor 

As we enter 2026, I find myself reflecting on 

the past year with gratitude for the past and 

hope for the future. I appreciate all the family 

and friends that I have. I cherish those 

relationships. 

2025 was also a year of lessons. I’m 

continuing to learn to let go of things that I 

cannot control. It continues to be a challenging 

lesson! I hope to continue to learn and grow as 

I gain wisdom to have a deeper love and 

understanding of God’s people. 

As I contemplate 2025 and look more deeply 

inward toward 2026, I begin with this thought: 

“What is the most important thing?” I answer 

that question as such: “To love God and God’s 

people.” So, may we live into 2026 with the 

hope of making today an expression of this 

love by devoting ourselves to prayer and 

scripture, cultivating gratitude, and dedicating 

our whole hearts, mind, soul, and strength to 

God. 

Shalom, 

Pastor Denna 

1 Imelia Markus-Brock 

2 Martha Prazniak, Rae 
Smith  

3 Crissy Gallaher, 
Vicki Hinkel 

4 Paula Cottrell, Pat 
Parr, Darla Miller  

5 Tony Johnson, Scott 
Sepulveda  

6 Reid Dukes, Richard 
L. Johnson, Traci 
Magee, Paul Melroy 

7 Jeff Bell, Joseph 
Bonner, Phyllis 
Jacobson, Beth Nickle  

8 Virginia Holler, John 
Norris, Peter Xiques 

9 Maxine Schultz, 
Melina White, Jennie 
Wilson 

10 Kelly Hinkel, Laura 
Vaughn  

11 Rod Anderburg, 
Thomas Driskill, 
Joshua Hicks, 
Beverly Cochran 

12 Jim Parks, Sam 
Pelchar 

13 Dolores Lowry 

14 Steve Magee, Paul 
Davis III 

15 Steve Kennel 

16 Margie Skipper 

17 Jennifer Ducko, Gary 
Kidd, Natalie 
Reynolds  

18 Anne Perkerson, 
Carole Stoops 

19 Matt Tuck  

20 Michael Fine, Arnetta 
Peters  

21 Donna Haugland, 
Brian Solomonson 

23 Sharon Cousins, 
Kimberly Watkins 

24 Jane Grossbeck 

25 Mary McWhorter  

26 Cheryl Beams  

27 William Lantrip, Faith 
McGhee, Robert 
Mindrup 

28 Lisa Xiques, Wende 
Doolittle 

29 Jason Brown, Gielda 
Reese 

30 Francis Colvais, Olly 
Stelson, Leona 
Kitchings 

31 Grace Prazniak 

Advent Around First Church 

As of November 30, 2025 

2025 YTD Offering & Other Income: $1,356,777 

2025 YTD Budget Expenses: $1,333,771 

2024 YTD Offering & Other Income: $1,351,450 

November Special Offering (Shoppes): $4,945 

Stewardship Report 

Lessons and Carols 
First Church’s many talented musical groups came together to 

lead our community through the Christmas story in the Service 

of Lessons and Carols on Sunday, December 7. Photos by Kali 

Bargiel. 

Youth 
Youth had a busy December. They went 

to a showing of The Nutcracker, 

supporting EmmyLou, who was dancing 

in it, participated in Lesson and Carols, 

and ended the month with a super fun 

Christmas party! 


