Wesley Heritage

John Wesley studied natural remedies as a way
to help the poor stay healthier. They must have
worked because he lived to be 87 years old!

FUMC’s exterior signs, adjacent to the Turnpike and
Tulane, got a much-needed refresh last month. The
new, beautiful, bright blue background replaced faded
and faltering green signs.

Welcome New Staff?!

( FIRST UNITED 8 RSt | First Church is excited to welcome Angie
METHODIST CHURCH || BB X : . §

Hunter, who joined the staff team as Finance
Assistant on February 2. You can get to know
Angie, Prisca, and all the Finance area folks in-
person on March 29.

March Special Offering

The special monthly offering for March will go to the missions of FUMC. These funds are used by the
Missions Committee to support local, regional, national, and international projects that meet the greatest
needs of individuals and communities. Specifically for March, the special offering will support the local
Sallie McCaskill Scholarship Fund. To support the March Special Offering, mail a check to: First UMC,
1350 Oak Ridge Turnpike, Oak Ridge, TN 37830. Notate “monthly offering” in the memo line.

First United Methodist Church
1350 Oak Ridge Turnpike
Oak Ridge, TN 37830

Office: 865-483-4357
Pastor-on-call: 865-272-9862
https://fumcor.org

First

A fresh approach to nurturing
children, youth, and their families.

Next Gen Ministry is underway! The youth are starting a new curriculum
~ and are getting acquainted with a new rhythm to their weekly gatherings.
The children just had an exciting Parents’ Night Out event on February
13! We were so glad to have 16 children participate, and we are so very
grateful to the adults and youth who volunteered!

First Church is living into a new vision of what ministry to, for, with, and
through children, youth, and their families can be. Our new Next Gen
Ministries Director, Billy Price, is imagining new possibilities, even
while reviving long-established favorites to engage with and nurture the
young people in our community.

{ Investing in the next generation of disciples is something we can all do,
2| and watching them learn and grow in their faith is truly rewarding work.

In Sympathy:

Mike Cates (died 1/28); service will be held at FUMC on 3/8 at 2:00
p.m. with a receiving of friends at 1:00 p.m.

New Members:
Bryan and Alexandria (Alex) Beth (Frisbee) Crum (died 1/21); service was held at FUMC on 2/28.

Lynn joined 2/15 by baptism | Robert Moss (died 2/24); service will be held at FUMC on 3/6 at 7:00
(Bryan) and profession of p.m. followed by a reception.

faith.
Jim Parks (died 2/4); service was held at FUMC on 2/8.

Charlene Reynolds (died 12/17); service will be held at FUMC on 3/7
Gerald Boyd, Jennifer Ducko, |at 2:00 p.m.

Jerry Johnson, Dan Nagle, Sam Snow (died 2/12); service will be held at FUMC on 3/6 at 2:00

I;;) eogzmth, Neal Smith, Carol p.m. with a receiving of friends at 1:00 p.m.

Recently Hospitalized:




A Note from the
Pastor

Continuing to Pray

Over the past month, we’ve practiced listening
prayer—creating space for the Holy Spirit to guide
us, challenge us, and point us toward the future God
is shaping for our church. That kind of listening
isn’t dramatic or mystical. It’s steady, patient work.
And while the month gave us structure and focus, it
was never meant to be the end.

Scripture gives us a simple picture of this ongoing
posture. Paul writes, “I pray that your love may
overflow more and more with knowledge and full
insight” (Philippians 1:9). Insight doesn’t come all
at once. It grows as we keep showing up, paying
attention, and staying open to God’s direction.

Praying for the church in this way matters because
it keeps us from relying only on our own plans or
preferences. It reminds us that discernment is
communal, and it invites us to slow down enough
to notice where the Spirit is nudging us—toward
courage, toward compassion, toward the work that
needs doing.

Our month of prayer has helped us begin listening
more intentionally. Now we keep going, step by
step, as a community
learning to follow God’s lead
together. I look forward to
continuing this journey with
you.

In Christ’s love,
Ken Sauer

Stewardship Report
As of January 31, 2026

2026 YTD Oftfering: $115,266
2025 YTD Offering: $133,917

1 John Peters, Jessica
Williams, Jane
Medlock

2 Kati Boyd, Elizabeth
Cannon

3 Ryan McMillan,
Robert Stoops

4 Charles Forsberg,
LeighAnn Bonesteel,
David Wilson

5 Jim Rouse
6 Roy Freeman

7 Andrew Frost,
Michael Pack

8 Evelyn Bonner,
Michael Daley,
Barbara Renfro

9 Debbie Clark, Victor
Folino

10 Malachi Bonner
11 Lynne Burchell

12 Amy McCampbell,
Brittany Sabin

13 Preston Palmer

14 Mike Blalock, Anne
Brock, Roger
Vaughn, John
Walter, Grace
Wilson, Mildred
Hayes

15 Paige Benton,
Carmen DeLong,
Mike Magill, Pat
Petri, Terri
Whitmore-Howard

January Special Offering (Community Assistance): $1,125.00

16 Chris Griffin, Jennifer
Henry

17 Patti Baker, Richard
Cole, Charlie Hay,
David Young, Janna
Taylor

18 Eliza Everett
19 Richard Baylor

20 Caroline Beidler,
Kelsey Morris,
Richard Davis

21 Rhonda Kidd, Jim
Normand

23 Wanda Cable, Virginia

Eberting

24 Tanyia Creasey,
Deborah Dukes,
Ashlyn Warford,
Donna Deising

25 Martha Stokely

27 Jay Jellison, Christine
Moretto, Ben Peters

28 Jim Henry, Walter
Boliak

29 Gerald Boyd, Debi
Colvais, Andrew
Fowler, Gwen
Gulmire, Joan Nelson,
Dick Tyndall, Katie
Wilson

30 Rachel Oxendine

31 Debbie Green,
Margaret Holmes,
Kate Wilson

All Around First Church

Pancake Supper Community Meal

On Ash Wednesday, Community Meals came inside. Together
with congregants and First Recovery participants, community
members enjoyed pancakes, eggs, sausage, bacon, and fruit

before a meaningful Ash Wednesday worship experience.

Keystone
Karaoke

The First Church staff
was privileged to enjoy
a Mardi Gras luncheon
courtesy of the Staft-
Parish Relations
Committee. They were
treated to gumbo, King
cake, and of course a
lot of fun!




