
First Things 
First Steps Preschool achieves 
national accreditation. 

April 2026 

First Church is excited to share that First Steps Child Development 

Center has received National Accreditation as an Early Childhood 

Center of Excellence! The following is from the email sent to Julie 

Martin, Director of First Steps, on March 19, 2026: 

“The NECPA National Accreditation Council and Commission have 

determined that First Steps Child Development Center upholds all 

NECPA standards and therefore receives the full Accreditation 

designation. Your program now joins a select group of early childhood 

care and education programs nationwide and internationally which have 

shown an exceptional commitment to professional and programmatic 

quality through Accreditation. Your program is commended for 

achieving full Accreditation. This achievement highlights the dedication 

of your program to high quality early childhood care and education! 

“We encourage programs to post this seal of excellence on their website 

and social media. Share with your current and future parents that your 

program is one of only 10% of programs nation-wide who achieve 

accreditation!” 

Recently Hospitalized: 
 

Evelyn Boyd, Ed Ducko, 
Dianne Farris, Neal Smith, 
Alma VanHull 

First United Methodist Church 
1350 Oak Ridge Turnpike 
Oak Ridge, TN 37830 
 

Office: 865-483-4357 
Pastor-on-call: 865-272-9862 
https://fumcor.org 

Prayer Needs 
In Sympathy: 
 

Peggy Proffitt (died 3/5); private graveside service will be held at a 
later date. 
 

Debbie May (died 2/26); service was held on March 15. 

April Special Offering 
The special monthly offering for April will go toward FUMC Children’s Ministries. This summer marks 

our fifth year creating our own Vacation Bible School curriculum, which comes with a larger financial 

burden as we are creating and purchasing all the materials needed to make a memorable week for the 

students who join us. To support the April Special Offering, mail a check to: First UMC, 1350 Oak 

Ridge Turnpike, Oak Ridge, TN 37830. Notate “monthly offering” in the memo line. 

Accreditation 
Celebration! 



April Birthdays A Note from the 
Pastor 

As April unfolds, I am enjoying the songs of the 

birds outside. There is a mockingbird that sits 

atop the roof welcoming me with song as I come 

into work each morning. I encounter this as the 

song of Heaven—the sounds of creation ringing 

out the glory of God’s handiwork. The bird’s 

song is for me a little bit of Heaven this side of 

eternity. 

Mack Brock sings a song called “Song of 

Heaven,” in which he sings, “creation is telling a 

story unveiling the depths of your love, with 

each detail revealing the wonder of all that 

you’ve done.” 

When I think about everything that God has 

done and is doing in my life, I experience 

creation anew because God is creating in me 

every day. It is my “song of Heaven.” 

This is my hope for you as well, as we 

experience the changes of seasons and encounter 

the beauty of Spring. Perhaps you can raise a 

window to hear the sounds outside or look out 

the window at the birds and wildlife scampering 

around. May we all experience life anew and 

encounter a song of 

Heaven. 

Shalom, 

Pastor Denna 

1 Ruthie Gordon 

2 Tobi Kelly, Janis 
Kopp, Donna Miller  

3 Andrew Wren 

4 Jamie Jamieson, 
Lucretia Pack, Jackie 
Parks, Sarah Robinson  

5 Evan Jeter, Ken 
Markus, Richard 
Meadows, David 
Young  

6 Melanie Fillauer, 
Mary Willgrubs 

7 Andrew Cousins, 
Johnny Sanders, 
Debbie Shepherd, 
Terry Fox 

8 Mayme Crowell, 
Marilyn Nagle 

9 Sandi Henry, Linda 
Young 

11 Polly Blackburn, 
Sally Brown, Jason 
Cheney, Joe 
Cochran, Caden 
Stokes, David 
Buchanan, Allie 
Fuller 

12 Barbara Dodge 

13 Joanne Boyle, Mark 
Clary, Michael 
Gambrell, Mark 
O’Kain, Shepherd 
Tull, Dan Young 

14 Dwight Butcher, Liz 
Henry, David 
O’Kain, Mark 
Anderson 

15 Shirley Raines, Karen 
Wilson 

17 Emmy Lou Ingle  

18 Ryan Asher, John 
Glowienka, Debbie 
Magill 

19 Glenn Fuller, Deborah 
May  

20 John Kittle 

21 Blaise Ochs, Jackie 
Shipwash, Tara Fox 

22 Melissa Blalock, Pam 
Cain, Emily Ducko, 
Jim Gibson, Ben 
Martin, Selma Harris 

23 David Alspaugh, Doug 
Greenlee, Mary Norris 

24 Kevin Alexander, 
Nancy Delene, Mellisa 
Callahan  

25 Gerry Hahs, Daxin 
Oxendine, David 
Johnson 

26 Bob Bonner, Brock 
Lovelace, David 
Miller, Ron Solmonson 

27 David Robinson 

28 Matt Beidler 

29 Jim Boullie 

30 Owen Driskell, Jean 
Houser, Maddie 
Kittrell, David 
Mowrer, Alma 
VanHull 

All Around First Church 

As of February 28, 2026 

2026 YTD Offering: $287,945 

2025 YTD Offering: $288,037 

February Special Offering (Community Meals): $650.00 

Stewardship Report 

Senior Adult Luncheon 
The Missing Goats provided rousing Irish music for a St. 

Patrick’s Day celebration at the March Senior Adult 

Luncheon. There was an especially large crowd to hear this 

popular local band led by FUMC’s own Steve Reddick.  

Wesley Heritage 
John Wesley coined the phrase, “agree 

to disagree.” In ongoing theological 

debates with Calvinist George 

Whitefield, Wesley wrote, “There are 

many doctrines of a less essential 

nature...In these, we may think and let 

think; we may agree to disagree….” 

This appears to be the first recorded 

use of the now-common phrase. 

Scenes from 
March 

The Young Adult Class (above) and Church 

Hostess Evelyn Bonner (right). 

The Fellowship Class and guests 

learn about the Lord’s Prayer. 
Donnie Macklin, 

Pastor Denna, 

and Terri Smith-

Pearson at UMC 

Next on March 

14. 


