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First Things 
Our Church’s Digital Transformation 

(part 2) 
 

In December, we began exploring our church’s Digital Transformation. 

This month we continue that examination by looking at how that 

transformation affects our Homebound sisters and brothers. 
 

Have you missed a worship service and later had a friend feebly 

attempt to recreate what they thought was an incredible sermon? 

Ever had someone try to convey the power of a wonderful musical 

performance by one of our choirs, soloists, or visiting musicians 

through storytelling and a few 3x5 photos? Your typical response was 

probably “Wow, sounds great—too bad I missed it—I’ll definitely make 

the next one!” 
 

Well, imagine if missing these events was the norm, not the exception. 

That’s the reality for many members of our church who are 

homebound due to poor health, lack of transportation, or the 

pandemic. At one time, these dear souls attended gatherings 

regularly, connected with people, and worshiped and fellowshipped 

with others, but now they simply cannot. Rev. Jenny Caughman 

reports there are about 50–60 such people on our church’s 

homebound list at any given time. However, she notes it is very hard 

to know who is not included on that list that should be, so there are 

probably quite a few more that face loneliness and isolation.  
 

Yet, with the new technologies the church has embraced, an entirely 

new world has opened up for these dear friends. For example, the 

Dagenharts attend our Facebook worship service watch parties about 

twice a month, so they can see and hear what’s happening. Pam 

facilitates the technology to make the experience smooth and easy for 

her parents. Her mother, Sally, was not able to attend church 

regularly—even before the pandemic—so this is especially uplifting 

for her. For Pam’s father, Kelly, who has been advocating (and even 

pushing) for online offerings for at least five years or more, our new 

technology enables him to stay connected to his church family far 

more than he could before. Interestingly, the Dagenharts occasionally 

follow the worship services—sermons and music—of a few other local 

churches, increasing and expanding their spiritual opportunities. That 

is something they could not have done before; now they can remain 

loyal members of our church while still benefitting from the wisdom 

and music of others. And we can reciprocate since people from other 

churches can benefit from our online content. 
 

Unfortunately, not all of our homebound parishioners can currently 

benefit from our online content. Rev. Caughman notes that while 

many have mobile devices, using them to connect to the church’s 

offerings is too complicated for them. While the Dagenharts have Pam 

to help them, many are not so fortunate, as they are isolated in 

assisted living facilities or homebound, without family or friends to 

help. This is an opportunity for ministry we hope to take action on 

soon.  
 

This series on our church’s digital transformation continues; next 

month we’ll focus on Music. Stay tuned! 
 

David Fouchè 
 

If you have any thoughts, ideas, or suggestions, please email 
davidcfouche@gmail.com or call 865.839.4119. 

Restocking Area Food Pantries 
 

In 2020, we did a wonderful job helping to stock local 

food pantries and providing a site to collect the 

thousands of donated supplies. In fact, we filled 

Anderson County Pantries seven times last year. Now, 

those same pantries are in need of our support again.  
 

Our local pantries are finding themselves low on basics 

such as mac and cheese, evaporated milk, chili, stews, 

canned meats, and other in–date/nonperishable food 

items. They also are always in need of diapers, wipes, 

and feminine hygiene products. 
  

Please help us spread the word: donations are being 

accepted now through January 31 at FUMCOR’s covered 

Vienna Road entrance, Monday–Thursday, 8:00 a.m.–

noon, or may be left at that same entrance door after 

hours. 
 

The United Way will coordinate the sorting and 

distribution of donated items to local pantries. Thank 

you all for what you have done and will continue to do 

for our community. 
 

Naomi Asher, United Way 

Nancy Kile, Welcoming Committee Chair 

A Need for 2021 Calendars 
 

Have an extra 2021 calendar you can donate to a good 

cause? If so, you could be an answered prayer for a 

local, long term nursing home resident. Please bring 

extra calendars to the church office, Monday–Thursday, 

8:30 a.m.–noon or drop them in the basket outside the 

Welcome Center off Vienna Road. Thanks.  

Facebook Watch Party Reminder 
 

This season of pandemic is difficult for SO many 

reasons. None of us should miss out on opportunities 

to connect with others. With that in mind, do not forget 

that we offer Facebook watch parties for both our 

Contemporary and Traditional Worship services on 

Sunday mornings. These events allow participants to 

watch the same worship recording from their homes 

and participate in a group chat about what is taking 

place.  
 

Our Contemporary Worship watch party begins at  

10:00 a.m.; our Traditional Worship watch party starts at 

11:00 a.m. Jeff Kile, our Contemporary Worship Director, 

facilitates both of these experiences. Search for “First 

United Methodist Church of Oak Ridge, TN“ on 

Facebook to join the conversation.   
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Special January Offering:  

Wesley House 
 

Our monthly mission offering will go to 

Wesley House in the Mechanicsville/

Lonsdale neighborhood of 

Knoxville. This United Methodist 

community center serves an 

underprivileged population with day 

care, an after-school program for 

children, and a daily gathering place 

for older adults. With great effort, it 

has been able to offer these services, 

including meals, throughout the 

pandemic. It also offers food items, 

cleaning supplies, and paper products 

to people in need. Wesley House has 

been an area mission since 1907. 

Please designate your special gift this 

month to the Missions Special Offering 

for Wesley House. 

 

In Loving Memory 
 

David Mason 

who joined FUMC June 12, 1988, and 

died January 4. We extend love 

and sympathy to his wife, Judy, 

daughter, Cathy Warmbrod and son, 

David Mason, Jr. 
 

John Cooke 

who joined FUMC April 9, 1967, and 

died January 5. We extend love 

and sympathy to his wife, Ivy, family, 

and friends. 
 

In Sympathy 
 

We extend love and sympathy to  

John and Anne Leitnaker in the death 

of John’s dad, James, January 10. 

 

Hospitalized 
 
 
 

 

Our Gifts 
 

 Offering this Week          $67,900 
 2021 Year to Date     $69,790 
 2020 Year to Date          $60,240 
 Special Offering             $1,655 

Unmasking Feminism in Christian Theology Class 
 

Beginning Tuesday evening, January 26, at 7:30 p.m., Seth O'Kegley will lead a four-week Zoom class titled Unmasking Feminism 
in Christian Theology. This class will explore a few of the foundations of classical Christian theology and address how these 

doctrines can be reclaimed for the empowerment of women using feminist theory. Two books will be used as source material: 

Feminist Theory and Christian Theology by Dr. Serene Jones and Goddess and God in the World by Dr. Carol P. Christ and  

Dr. Judith Plaskow. Reading these texts is not a requirement to participate. Contact: Seth O’Kegley (sokegley@fumcor.org).   

Supporting People Who Have No Internet Access 
 

Our program staff are aware that, as wonderful as our virtual worship services have been for 

many, not everyone has internet access. They have been mailing copies of the Traditional 

worship service’s liturgy, hymns, and sermons to members and friends for the last five months. 

If you do not have a way to participate online and would like a weekly copy of our traditional 

worship service, please contact the church office. We will gladly add you to our mailing list. 
 

Still need a paper copy of the newsletter? 
 

Would you like to receive the First Things newsletter via email? Call the church office (483.4357) 

and ask Danielle to add you to the email list. If you are already receiving an email version of 

First Things and a mailed copy, please consider helping us save postage by canceling your 

paper copy.  
 

Have you borrowed a table from FUMC? 
 

Several of the Church’s long, white tables are not to be found. If you, or anyone you know, have 

borrowed FUMCOR tables and not returned them, contact the church office. We are working 

on an inventory of what is missing and would hate to spend money purchasing new tables, 

only to have lost ones show up again.  

Success with Advent Devotionals Moves Us Forward 
 

As we received such a positive response to our Advent Devotionals, we will continue 

to offer opportunities for you to reflect on and deepen your relationship with 

God. (Monday–Fridays) a different staff member will be offering a devotional. These 

will be available on our website under the Virtual Chapel tab (fumcor.org). On 

Wednesdays we will have a written piece, and the other days will be videos. On 

Wednesday, there will also be a devotional designed especially for youth and 

families. We hope you will make use of these challenging times to deepen your 

knowledge and love of God and to learn about your faith. If you have a specific topic 

or scripture you would like us to address, call the office and let one of the pastors 

know. Blessings on the journey of 2021. 

Stephen Ministers are Here to Help 
 

I have had conversations with many people over the last 10 months, and no one that 

I have spoken to is enjoying the pandemic. While some have endured greater 

hardships than others, almost all of us are facing challenges as a result of COVID-19, 

and the impact it has had on our lifestyles, families, country, and the world. It can be 

very helpful to have a listening ear as we each navigate these challenging times. 

Stephen Ministers are caring people of faith who have been trained to work 

alongside people during difficult times. If you would like to speak with a Stephen 

Minister, either once or on a regular basis, let me know. Rev. Jenny Caughman 

(jcaughman@fumcor.org, 483.4357). 
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