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First Things 
March Church Council Highlights 

 

• In–person worship services began Sunday, March 21. Two 

services were livestreamed. Safety protocols were followed; our 

Save-A-Seat program worked well; our cleaning protocol was 

more than adequate; and attendance numbers for each space 

were well under our limits: 8:45 a.m. Traditional—43; 10:00 a.m. 

Contemporary—28; 11:00 a.m. Traditional—51; and 1:00 p.m. 

Worship on the Lawn—29.  
 

• The 2019–2020 Confirmation class will be confirmed Easter 

morning, April 4. All potential 2020–2021 confirmands decided to 

wait until 2021–2022 to begin the experience in person. 
 

• The United Methodist Women’s Christian Homemakers' Circle 

members are making Easter Bags for homebound members and 

residents of care facilities. In April, the Creative Directions Circle 

will have its first in-person meeting in a year.  
 

• Our first in-person Youth Group will meet March 31 at 7:00 p.m. 

The Youth Loft has been rearranged for social distancing. It will 

reopen for after-school space, Monday through Thursday, 

beginning March 29.  
 

• The Finance Committee reported that, at 17% of the year 

complete, we have received 25% of expected revenue and spent 

13% of budgeted expenses.  
 

• The Missions Committee distributed $9,000 in February and 

$19,000 in March to charities. That $28,000 represents 29.9% of 

Missions annual budget. The Committee provided $3,000 to area 

food pantries.  
 

• A Task Force is studying the potential launch of an FUMCOR 

Recovery Ministry to support people struggling with addiction. 

They 1) are modifying a 14-page proposal; 2) are hiring a part-

time, short-term (no more than 6 months) “Recovery Ministry 

Director” to create a detailed, step-by-step path forward; and 3) 

will bring those plans to the Council in the future for final 

approval.  
 

• Our Staff Parish Relations Committee is 1) hiring a part-time 

custodian to replace Steven Davis, who took another job;            

2) receiving resumes for a full-time Director of Children and 

Family Ministries Director; and 3) advertising for childcare 

workers to cover the nursery when our protocol allows nurseries 

to reopen.  
 

• Local assisted living facilities are slowly reopening to visitors. 

Rev. Jenny Caughman has begun visiting members there again. 

Canterfield has approved resuming our monthly communion 

service led by Rose Anne and Steve Bell. We are also looking for 

volunteers to provide weekly Bible studies at both Canterfield 

and Commonwealth.  
 

• Our music staff members are in the early stages of planning an 

outdoor bluegrass concert in June.  
 

• Our Community Meal continues to provide a drive-thru meal on 

Wednesdays, distributing approximately 150 meals a week.  
 

• Trustees are seeking quotes to do a hands-on physical 

inspection of every square foot of the roof. Typical slate tile 

repairs will be done during inspection.  

Our Holy Week Schedule 
 

We hope you will participate in our Holy Week services:  
 

• Maundy Thursday, April 1, 7:00 p.m. 

 (in-person and livestream)  

• Good Friday, April 2, 7:00 p.m.  

 (in-person and livestream)  

• Easter Sunrise Service, April 4, 7:00 a.m.   

    (in-person on the lawn)  
 

Palm Sunday (March 28) and Easter (April 4) worship services 

will follow our new Sunday schedule:  

• 8:45–9:30 a.m. Traditional in the Sanctuary  

• 10:00–10:45 a.m. Contemporary in the Multi-purpose Room 

 (in-person and livestream)  

• 11:00–11:45 a.m. Traditional in the Sanctuary   

     (in-person and livestream)  

• 1:00–2:00 p.m. Worship on the Lawn  
 

Don’t forget to Save-A-Seat on our website (fumcor.org) by 

Saturday evening, and bring a mask on Sunday.  
 

Easter Sunrise Service 
 

You are invited to attend our youth–led Easter Sunrise service. 

Bring your own chair, save a seat at fumcor.org/live, and join 

us on the front lawn to celebrate the Resurrection at 7:00 a.m., 

Sunday, April 4. 
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Homebound Member Birthdays 
 

The following people are homebound members of 

our congregation who have birthdays. Please take 

a moment to send them a card. You can get their addresses by 

looking in the directory or by contacting the church office 

(483.4357). Thank you for this expression of care and concern. 

 

 

In Sympathy 
 

We extend love and sympathy to Jim 

and Angie Kraeske and family and 

Kim and Louis Kittrell and family, in 

the death of Louis and Angie’s 

father, Don Kittrell, on March 17. 
 

Hospitalized 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Our Gifts 
 

 Offering this Week           $11,298 

 2021 Year to Date   $386,278 

 2020 Year to Date        $394,264 
 Special Offering                 $970 

 Lent               $525 

 
 

April 8   Kelly Dagenhart 

April 13  Bob Smith 

Weather and Worship on the Lawn  
 

Our new Worship on the Lawn takes place Sundays at 1:00 

p.m. If we need to cancel a service due to weather, we will 

post an announcement on the home page of our website 

and send a church-wide email. We will also have someone 

answering the office phone between 12:30–1:00 p.m. on 

days when a cancellation is necessary.  

New Plastic Bags Needed 
FUMC’s United Methodist Women (UMW) are participating in a 

project with the Tennessee Valley District UMW. Our part of the 

project is to collect all sizes of Ziplock storage bags and tall kitchen

–sized garage bags to deliver to Susannah’s House in Knoxville. 
 

Susannah’s House is an Intensive Outpatient Recovery Program 

for mothers in recovery. It strives to provide help and hope in a 

Christian community for women and their children to break 

adverse cycles and rebuild their families. 
 

Donations may be delivered to the church’s main office Monday–

Thursday from 8:00 a.m.–4:00 p.m. until April 8. 

Children and Family Ministries Director 
Search Has Begun 

 

With Megan Alden’s decision to pursue a full–time teaching 

position, we have begun the search for our next Children and 

Family Ministries Director. After receiving input from a 

variety of people, the Staff Parish Relations Committee has 

decided to, once again, make this a full-time position. If you 

or someone you know has a passion for supporting children, 

parents, and families, consider applying to fill this critical role 

in our congregation. Be sure to take time to thank Megan for 

her hard work and commitment to our children. Easter will 

be her last Sunday with us.  

Softball Coach 
Needed 

 

Our congregation has 

a long history of 

fielding excellent 

softball teams. As a 

source of fellowship and fun, our 

softball team is hard to beat. We 

thank Becky Smith for coaching our 

team over the last several years. 

Becky has decided to turn the 

leadership of the team over to 

someone else. If you are interested 

in coaching or co-leading our team, 

please contact Becky (425.2924). 

Bible Study Leaders Needed 
 

After a year of strict isolation, many of the assisted 

living facilities are opening for visitors and 

activities. Canterfield and Commonwealth have 

reached out, asking if there is anyone from our 

congregation who would be willing to lead a weekly 

Bible study at their facilities. Are you willing? This 

can be an incredibly satisfying experience to lead 

discussion about the Bible and what it has meant 

and continues to mean in people's lives. One class 

would be Thursday mornings and the other 

Tuesday evenings. In the past, we have had a group 

of leaders so no one is solely responsible. Mark, 

Chris, and Jenny would be happy to work with you 

to develop your material. For more information or 

to volunteer, contact Jenny Caughman 

(jcaughman@fumcor.org, 483.4357). 

Special Offerings 
 

Special offerings are collected to benefit organizations outside 

FUMC and its budget. The Lent offering will benefit the Trinity Out-

Reach Center for Homeless (TORCH). Aid to Distressed Families of 

Appalachian Counties (ADFAC) will receive our March offering and 

Easter will be United Methodist Committee on Relief (UMCOR) 

Sunday. Make checks payable to FUMC (include in the memo the 

name of the organization you wish to support).  
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