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First Things 

Food for Kids 

Help pack Food for Kids, starting at noon on Monday, April 12. Delivery 

on Tuesday, April 13, starts at 8:30 a.m. Masks and social distancing are 

mandatory. Contact: Cara Weigel (481.8108). 

 

Altrusa Pantry Refill 
 

The Altrusa Club of Oak Ridge has always been actively 

involved in the community and a group that loves to 

have fun. For the month of March, Regina Surber 

organized a food drive to benefit area food pantries 

through the United Way food pantry refill initiative. 

She talks about how she played on the nature of the 

Altrusa members to get a bigger response—“to get 

members more excited, we split the club into three 

groups and had them compete to donate the most 

items. So far we have collected almost 3,000 items for 

the food pantries and donated over 60 volunteer 

service hours! We are a fun but competitive group!”  
 

“No matter which team wins, it’s the community that 

really wins. With that said... I am rooting for my team!” 

Says Naomi Asher, Executive Director of the United 

Way. “These donations mean everything to our food 

pantries. This initiative has been able to refill nine area 

pantries no less than seven times over the last year. 

These items from Altrusa are coming at a perfect time. 

People are slowly getting back to normal but there are 

still many families who are struggling to find and 

maintain employment and provide for their family’s 

basic needs.” 
 

This initiative has provided more than just food to 

pantries. It has also distributed diapers and formula to 

organizations working with low–income parents, 

hygiene products to schools and youth programs, and 

created bags for homeless families or those living in 

hotels. “The community has really stepped up this year 

in amazing ways to make sure everyone is taken care 

of. We feel so blessed to be a small part of it” 

concludes Asher.  
 

For more information about the food pantry drive at 

United Way, email Naomi Asher (naomi@uwayac.org). 

For more information about the Altrusa Club of Oak 

Ridge, visit oakridge.altrusa.org. 

Our New Children and 
Family Ministries Director 

 

  The Staff Parish Relations Committee is    

  extremely pleased to announce that 

  Shelby Fowler has been named our new  

  Children and Family Ministries Director.  

  Shelby and her husband, Andrew, have  

  been members of our congregation for  

  several years. 
 

Well known in the community from her last five years working at the 

Oak Ridge Chamber of Commerce, Shelby brings great enthusiasm and 

an outgoing personality to this ministry. Although she will officially join 

our staff April 19, Shelby has already been seen greeting those arriving 

for worship and reading scripture in the Traditional services.  
 

We are so pleased to welcome Shelby to this incredibly important 

position.  
 

Youth Series on  
Relationships and Dating Begins April 7 

 

On Wednesday, April 7, we will begin a series of youth devotions, 

called Birds and Bees, on relationships and dating. Teenage years are 

the time when many people begin to explore and become curious 

about these things, and it's helpful to have some information about the 

basics. Assume a rating of PG13—while physical intimacy may be 

mentioned, sexually explicit subject matter will not be included. 
 

April 7: What even are relationships? Learn about different kinds of 
attachment, attraction, and connection as well as stages of 
relationships. 
 

April 14: How to Communicate Well. Explore different methods of 
communication and their pros and cons. Learn how to express feelings 
in a healthy and kind way. 
 

April 21: Recognizing and Preventing Abuse. Learn how to identify signs 
of physical and emotional abuse in relationships. Learn to avoid 
abusing others. 
 

April 28: Questioning Your Sexuality. Learn about how growing up takes 
time and how it can be challenging to figure out who you are and who 
you like as a teen. 
 

May 5: Dealing With Rejection. Learn more about processing and coping 
with the negative feelings and self-image struggles that can result from 
being rejected. 
 

May 12: Breaking Up Gracefully. The majority of the time, teen 
relationships have both a beginning AND an end. Learn about how 
relationships can be ended without causing unnecessary damage and 
pain. 
 

We will meet in the Youth Loft on Wednesdays at 7:00 p.m. Wear your 

masks and eat dinner before coming. Enter the church through the 

rightmost Welcome Center door. 

Altrusans Naomi Asher, Marilyn Reafsnyder, 

Wendie Aurin, Samantha Berven, Jenna Watson, 

and Regina Surber  
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In Sympathy 
 

we extend love and sympathy to 

Keith, Melissa, Evan, and Will Jeter in 

the death of Keith’s father,  

Douglas Carlton Jeter, March 22. 
 

Hospitalized 
 

Discharged: David Copeland 
 

 

Our Gifts 
 

 Offering this Week           $33,843 

 2021 Year to Date   $442,971 

 2020 Year to Date        $434,387 
 Special Offering                 $225 

 Lent            $1,650 

 Easter       $1,670 

 Do you have a graduate this year? 
 

Do you have a senior graduating from high school or  

college? We would like to recognize them for their hard  

work. For high school graduates, send a senior photo 

along with the graduate’s plans for next year (school,  

work, travel, etc.) to news@fumcor.org. For college or advanced 

degree graduates, email information about the school and 

degree earned. Pictures and information need to be submitted 

by April 30. 

One More Frequently Asked Question 
 

Last week we ran a “Frequently Asked Questions” article on 

COVID–19. Several people have pointed out one FAQ we 

overlooked: “Do those who have had a second shot more 

than 14 days ago still need to wear a mask in our church 

building?”  
 

The answer is yes. Our Church Council established a safety 

protocol for our congregation. The current protocol requires 

everyone in the building to wear a mask and maintain 

physical distancing from those not in their household. The 

Council will be re-examining that protocol in the coming 

months. The congregation will be notified if any changes are 

made to it.  

Easter Egg Fun on the Church Lawn 

Livestreaming Update 
 

We are three weeks into livestreaming our worship services 

with the new equipment. Including Maundy Thursday, Good 

Friday, and three services on Easter, we have streamed a 

total of nine services. We have learned a lot throughout this 

process, but the learning curve for the software is steep. We 

have learned that each day may bring a new update that 

might delay the stream, how to position text on 

presentation slides so that it attractively fits on the screen, 

and most of all, we are learning how to mix the audio 

portion of the broadcast. In the nave, that means mixing up 

to eight microphones. In the Multi–purpose Room, there are 

only two microphones but finding the proper balance 

between speaking and music is a challenge. Fortunately, we 

have found six young people who are doing the actual work, 

and they are dedicated to getting it right but it will take 

time. Please continue to be patient with us as we learn how 

better to serve you with this new technology. 

Sanctuary Flower Orders 
 

As we return to worship services, we are more aware of what 

makes the Sanctuary such a special and holy place. The altar, 

crosses, stained glass, vestments, candles, and flowers add to 

the special feeling. 
 

To make it easier to reserve flowers for our Sanctuary, we will 

have flower signups online beginning in May. The cost of 

flowers for one side of the altar is still $35. If you wish to sign 

up to place flowers on both sides, cost is $70. The bill will come 

directly to you from Mott’s Floral Design. 
 

Flowers may be donated in memory or honor of a loved one or 

for a celebration. If you choose not pick up your flowers they 

will be repurposed in small vases and taken to our members 

who are visited by our ministers. 
 

If there are no flowers or just one arrangement, it is because no 

one signed up. We are working to budget funds for those times, 

but for now, we may only have one arrangement. To reserve 

flowers for a Sunday, visit (fumcor.org/worship) or contact BJ 

Boyd, Chair of the Altar Guild (beej159@comcast.net).  
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