
 First Things 

 

Our Church Council met on Tuesday, May 25. The 

following are highlights from that gathering:  
 

• The Council clarified a question regarding our safety 

protocol, which now reads: “No food or drinks will be 

allowed in small groups unless all participants are 
fully vaccinated; however, participants are permitted 

to have individual bottled water as long as they 

maintain mask and distance protocols.”  
 

• The United Methodist Women had a very successful 

“Bakeless Bake Sale,” collecting around $3,000. Thank 

you to everyone who supported this fundraiser for 

area ministries. The Christian Homemakers Circle 

met on May 4 with Janet Cook reporting on the book 

“Love Casts Out Fear.” The Creative Directions Circle 

had a program on “Safety Tips as We Grow Older.” 
 

• The Finance Committee reported that with $129,493 

income and $94,312 expenses for April, our year to 

date (YTD) surplus is $246,152. The Committee also 

approved a request by First Steps Child Development 

Center to raise funds for an infant and toddler 

playground.  
 

• Vacation Bible School will be held on June 14–18 from 

6:00-8:00 p.m. Registration is live on our website. 

Additionally, a Summer Fun Camp will take place 

during the weeks of July 6, 12, and 19. Registration is 

live on our website. Volunteers are needed for these 

children’s activities as well as Sunday School!  
 

• The Trustees reported that over 90% of the HVAC 

Individual Control and Thermostats on the first floor 

(main office, staff offices, music room, library), as well 

as the Sanctuary, have been retrofitted with new 

controllers, thermostats, and routers. The third floor 

will be completed very soon.  
 

• Our youth ministry will host "Sunday Cool" gatherings 

on Sunday afternoons from 12:00–5:00 p.m. with fun 

activities such as hiking, swimming, lazy game day, 

etc. Their summer will kick-off with a party on 

Saturday, May 29. If anyone has a pool they will allow 

our youth to use that day, please contact Kayla! 
 

• Kayla will be volunteering at Holston Assembly from 

June 28–July 2 and is working on encouraging youth 

to attend.  
 

• In July, registration for Confirmation for the 2021–

2022 year will open for all rising seventh graders. 
 

• The Music Ministry announced a full season of 

activities beginning in July. Highlights include: a Red, 
White, and Bluegrass concert on the front lawn on 
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Saturday, July 3 at 7:30 p.m.; children, youth, and adult choir 

retreats; and Christmas at First Church Concerts on 

December 11 and 12.  
 

• As we restart our ministries related to worship, we need 

volunteers! If you are interested in being a part of our 

worship services in any capacity from ushers/greeters, 

scripture readers, traditional acolytes, audio/visual help, and 

other various tasks, please let Seth O’Kegley

(sokegley@fumcor.org) know!  

May Church Council Highlights Worship on the Lawn,  
Breaking for Summer Heat 

 

As we move from cool spring weather to the heat of summer, the 

leaders of our “Worship on the Lawn” service have decided to take 

a break. The 1:00 p.m. gathering has been an enjoyable worship 

experience for several families. However, the summer sun makes 

continuing the services impractical. Our staff will revisit the 

outdoor worship idea this fall when the weather breaks. Until 

then, we invite those who have enjoyed this outdoor experience 

to join us indoors.  

The building will be closed on Monday, May 31, in recognition of  
Memorial Day.  

Our Staff Parish Relations Committee 
Invites Everyone to a  

Reception for Rev. Chris Black 
12 noon on Sunday, June 13 

on the Front Lawn 
 

Join us as we celebrate Chris’ wonderful ministry among us and 

wish him well in his new appointment. Cupcakes and bottled 

water are a far cry from the reception we would like to have for 

Chris, but what matters most is that we express our gratitude for 

his years of service to our congregation. There will be a table and 

basket available for cards, checks, and other tokens of 

appreciation. Checks should be made directly to Chris Black. 

Sunday Cool for Youth Begins June 6 
 

Our summer youth program, Sunday Cool, will start Sunday, June 

6. All rising 7–12 graders are invited to participate each Sunday 

afternoon until the end of July. If you take the "s" and the "h" out 

of "school," you're left with "cool". It's a silly name, but the point is 

that it's going to be super fun. Come to the Loft after church on 

June 6 for a gaming day! There will be at least one Nintendo 

Switch, board games, and card games. Youth are invited to bring 

their own video game consoles as well as their favorite board and 

card games to share. We will play until 5:00 p.m. Contact Kayla 

(kcarico@fumcor.org) with questions. 
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 Our Gifts 
Offering this Week            $9,787 

2021 Year to Date           $622,066 

2020 Year to Date          $609,172 
Monthly Offering                 $1,981 

Claire Gibson Earns  

Girl Scout Gold Award 
 The Girl Scout Gold Award, the highest   

 achievement a Girl Scout can earn,  

 acknowledges each recipient’s dedication  

 to not only empower and better herself  

 but also to make the world a better place  

 for others. 

 

 Claire completed the Gold Award  

 requirements last spring before  

 graduating from Oak Ridge High School  

 and departing for the University of  

 Tennessee – Knoxville, where she majors  

 in nuclear engineering. She is the  

 daughter of Jim and Pam Gibson.  

 

 Her project, “Kids Eat Local,” focused on  

 teaching kids how to eat healthy and 

sustain that habit. Claire set up a booth at the Winter Farmers’ Market in Oak 

Ridge. She developed the program, incorporating fun activities using taste 

tests, crafts, etc. It teaches kids why it is important to know where your food 

comes from and why it is essential to take care of the earth to sustain our food 

source. The template she developed will continue to be used at the local 

farmers’ market and will be uploaded to the Farmers Market Coalition for use 

nationwide.     – Jackie Shipwash 

 

Summer Newsletters 
For the months of June and July, FUMC will be publishing newsletters every 

other week. This week’s newsletter is the first in this bi–weekly series.  

 

Pastors 
Mark Flynn, lead pastor 

Chris Black, associate pastor 
Jenny Caughman, spiritual care 

 

Contact Information 
 865.483.4357      

www.fumcor.org 
 

Pastor on call: 865.272.9862 

Grocery Bags Needed 
 

The Community Meal is in need of grocery 

bags for the meal distribution. We have 

been lucky enough to have lasted this long 

with all of the donations from the first time 

we asked. As of this Wednesday, we will not 

have enough bags to hand out 150 meals. If 

you have extra bags, drop them off at the 

Welcome Center entrance. You may leave 

them in the cubby area or buzz the office to 

let you in. 

 

Homebound 
Member 
Birthdays 

 

The following people are homebound 

members of our congregation who have 

birthdays. Please take a moment to send 

them a card. You can get their addresses by 

looking in the directory or by contacting the 

church office (483.4357). Thank you for this 

expression of care and concern. 

 

 June 3   Pat Brandon 

June 9   June Martin 

June 16  Clyde Martin 

June 21  Mildred Beasley 

June 27  Cat Gray 

June 28  Elizabeth Oakberg 

Special Offering: Free Medical Clinic  
 

Special offerings are collected to benefit charities outside the church. A different 

charitable organization is chosen each month. The June special offering will support the 

Free Medical Clinic of Oak Ridge, which provides no-charge medical care for low-income 

and uninsured residents of Anderson, Morgan, and Roane counties. Since its founding in 

2010 at FUMCOR, it has grown to provide two clinic locations: Oak Ridge and Harriman. 

Since 2010, the Free Medical Clinic has provided more than 40,000 patient encounters 

and millions of dollars worth of primary medical care to community members in need. 

The Clinic is the only healthcare facility that many of our neighbors have to help them 

with their medical care. The Free Medical Clinic volunteer staff and your contributions 

make this care possible. 
 

To contribute, make a check payable to FUMC (memo: Free Medical Clinic).  

Claire Gibson (Oak Ridge Troop 

21048) accepted Girl Scouts’ 

highest award in Knoxville. 


