
 First Things 
 Issue No. 29                 A weekly publication of First United Methodist Church, Oak Ridge, Tennessee              August 8, 2021 

 The Rev. Richard Edwards will be  

 our guest preacher at the Traditional  

 services on Sunday, August 8.  
 

 Richard served FUMCOR as Lead Pastor from  

 2013–2017. During that time, the church   

 underwent a major renovation—the restrooms  

 were relocated and enlarged, several main-floor  

 classrooms were renovated, and the hallway  

 received a facelift to match the look of the area  

 near the Sanctuary. The free community meal was 

established in 2016, and he is pleased to see how it has grown. 
 

Richard’s fondest memories are of the people he met and developed 

relationships with at First Church. He says he grew spiritually and 

theologically in ways he couldn’t have anticipated through conversations, 

relationships, and meaningful experiences that helped shape his 

understanding and faith in new ways. He is grateful he was called to serve 

FUMCOR.  
 

Richard and his wife Sue are enjoying volunteering, seeing family and 

friends, and being grandparents. Richard now works part time as the 

Director of Stewardship for the Holston Conference Foundation. Until the 

pandemic caused FUMC’s student lunch program to pause, Sue enjoyed 

working on one of the teams that serve the Oak Ridge High School 

students.  

Youth Ministry Update 
 

Our Sunday night Youth Group gatherings began last Sunday and are off 

to a good start. On Sundays, from 7:00–8:15 p.m., youth in grades 7–12 

are invited to come to the Youth Loft for a time of fellowship, games, and 

devotions together.  
 

The Youth Loft is also open on Wednesdays after school from  

1:00–5:00 p.m. as a safe after-school space.  
 

Saturday, August 14 will be our first Monthly Movie of the school year. We 

will meet for dinner and then watch Jungle Cruise. Chaperones are 

needed. If you enjoy spending time with teens and going to see a movie, 

contact Kayla Carico (kcarico@fumcor.org). 
 

Save the Date: Youth Alumni Reunion Brunch  
December 24 

All FUMC youth ministry graduates, no matter how young or old, are 

invited to a reunion brunch at 11:00 a.m. December 24. If you or anyone 

you know has participated in our youth ministry at FUMCOR, save this 

date. The brunch will include time for fellowship as well as FUMC youth 

trivia games. Anyone who hasn't had the opportunity to leave their 

handprints on the Loft wall (especially pandemic graduates) will have the 

opportunity to do so. Hope to see you there. 
 

Hal Schmitt’s Celebration of Life 
A Celebration of Life for Hal Schmitt will be held at FUMC Saturday, August 

13 at 2:00 p.m. All who knew Hal are invited to attend. 

Homecoming at FUMC 

While Rev. Mark Flynn is on sabbatical, we look forward to hearing from several guest preachers. Most of them have served First Church 
at some point during their ministry. Watch this space each week to learn more about our guests and to help us welcome them to FUMC. 

Introducing This Week’s Guest Preacher: Richard Edwards and Rachel Witt Carosiello 

 The Rev. Rachel Witt Carosiello will be  

 virtually co–preaching with  

 The Rev. Seth O’Kegley–Gibson on  

 Sunday in our Contemporary worship  

 service. She was born in Kingsport,  

 where she graduated from Dobyns  

 Bennett High school in 2009 and  

 Emory & Henry College Summa Cum  

 Laude in 2013 with a B.A. in religion  

 minoring in music. She received her  

 Masters of Divinity from Duke Divinity 

School, Summa Cum Laude, in 2016. She was appointed to 

FUMCOR that year and served here until 2018 when she 

was appointed to Northside UMC in Greeneville, South 

Carolina. Also, in 2018 she married Gryff Carosiello and 

recently gave birth to their first child, Theodore. Primarily 

preaching in our Contemporary service, she is fondly 

remembered for her passionate preaching and love for that 

service. She also worked with the Missions Committee to 

make a missional impact on our church, our community, 

and the world. 

Please help welcome Richard and Rachel back to FUMC! 

Keystone Job Opening 
 

Keystone has an open Care Companion position. The 

position is part–time Monday–Friday, no night or weekend 

work. If you would like to know more about this 

opportunity, call the Keystone office at 483.6631.  

Summer Camp 
This Summer, our Director of Children and Family 

Ministries, Shelby Fowler, held a few weeks of summer 

camp for children in the community. They had an amazing 

time and never stopped moving. 
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Our Gifts 
Offering this Week             $19,586 

2021 Year to Date               $830,256 

2020 Year to Date              $817,311 
Monthly Mission Offering         $185 
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Pastor on call: 865.272.9862 

Does your Sunday school class or small group use videos as 

part of your study? FUMC has a great resource available for you; 

the church subscribes to a service called Amplify Media. Amplify 

is an on-demand service with hundreds of video Bible study 

series and other video resources for adults, youth, and children. 

Think of it as Netflix for United Methodist Churches.  
 

One of the benefits of Amplify Media is the ability for more than 

one group or class to use the same video resources 

simultaneously. There is no need to purchase multiple DVDs, 

pass them back and forth, or wait for another group to finish.  
 

During the pandemic, when FUMC was closed to in-person 

gatherings, the New Beginnings class began using Amplify 

Media resources as it met weekly via Zoom. Class members 

were able to watch a video together in the Zoom meeting and 

then participate in discussions. Now that the class is meeting in 

person again on Sunday mornings, it still uses this service to 

watch videos in its classroom at the church.  

Children’s Ministry Volunteers Needed 
 

Volunteers are needed in FirstKids as nursery workers, Sunday school leaders, and Children’s 

Church teachers. If you are interested in helping us with our children’s program, email Director 

of Children and Family Ministries, Shelby Fowler (sfowler@fumcor.org). 

 

There is Still Time... 
Reserve Your Photo Date 

 

Reserve your date for your photo session for the church directory. Go 

to the website (fumcor.org) under the Resources tab and select Photo 

Sessions. Choose FUMC’s availabilities on the reservation site. If you 

need assistance, contact the church office (483.4357). We want 

everyone to be included. You do not have to be a member to 

participate. These sessions are pet friendly. 

Amplify Media Provides Video Resource for Small Groups and Sunday School Classes 

Special Offering: Hope for South Sudan 
 

Special offerings are collected to benefit organizations outside 

our Church. For August, the people of the South Sudan have 

been chosen to receive our contribution. This is a critical time 

for the people of South Sudan where they have been displaced 

to refugee resettlement camps in Uganda with only the basic 

necessities in a dangerous situation. The Holston Conference 

has supported our brothers and sisters of the South Sudan for 

more than 10 years, building churches, drilling wells, and 

providing basic needs. Housing, security, medical supplies, and 

education for orphans are all needed. The Holston Conference 

will match all church contributions up to $75,000 to support our 

friends in time of need. Make checks out to FUMC (memo: 

South Sudan). 

Over the past 15 months, New Beginnings has done stud-

ies by Adam Hamilton, Tom Berlin, and Jaime Clark-Soles. 

The class also used a series called Dialogues On for a 

study on racism and has plans to use that same series to 

study the refugee crisis.  
 

There have been other studies and groups that have used 

Amplify Media videos as a supplement to the study: the 

2020 Advent study used curriculum by Adam Hamilton, 

and the 2021 Lenten study used video resources for the 

study of Les Miserables.  
 

To see the videos available through Amplify Media, visit 

amplifymedia.com. If your group wants to use resources 

through this service, contact Rev. Jenny Caughman 

(865.483.4357 or jcaughman@fumcor.org) to get login 

credentials for your class or group. 

Community Service Day Coming 
 

September 18 is FUMC’s day to give back. Missions is or-

ganizing a handful of projects—from ADFAC and Blossom 

Center to KARM and the YWCA. We need your help to 

complete the wide variety of projects. There’ll be inside 

and outside work, a prayer project, painting, yard work, 

and more. Set aside the whole day or half a day to join the 

service and fun. There’ll be something for everyone; no 

experience required. This is on-the-job training at its best. 

Watch for full details. Contact: Seth O’Kegley-Gibson 

(sokegley@fumcor.org).  
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