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First Things 

Ecumenical Storehouse Volunteers Needed 
 

FUMCOR is in charge of the Ecumenical Storehouse for September. 

While church activities are temporarily suspended, this cannot be a 

church-sanctioned project. However, a few of the volunteers are 

going to help during the month and hope that some of you will also 

consider helping.  
 

The Storehouse has modified its operations because of COVID-19. It 

is open on Tuesday, Thursday, and Saturday mornings from 10:00 

a.m. – 12 p.m. Clients do not enter the building. We need one or 

two volunteers to talk to clients and fill out the furniture lists by 

phone. The client will be given an appointment time to come pick 

up their furniture. Volunteers will move the furniture to the parking 

lot where the client will load furniture onto their own vehicles. We 

may pick up selected furniture after we evaluate its safety on 

Saturdays. 
 

There is some risk with these tasks, but all volunteers and clients 

are required to wear masks and practice social distancing inside the 

building.  
 

If you would like to take part in this volunteer opportunity at The 

Ecumenical Storehouse (talk to clients by phone and select the 

clients’ furniture; move furniture to the parking lot;  

pick up donations) in September, call Betty Lou Alspaugh (310.1672) 

or Linda Battle (742.6345). 
  

If you’ve been one of our faithful volunteers in the past, but feel 

uncomfortable with the new operating procedure, please do not 

feel obligated in any way. We need fewer volunteers than 

previously, and we hope to find enough people to keep this 

ministry going.  

Looking for a Sunday School Class? 
 

Are you looking for a virtual Sunday school to attend? 

FUMC has multiple classes available for all age groups. For 

more information on each class, visit our website 

(fumcor.org). Below is a list of class leaders whom you may 

contact for information: 

 Megan Alden; children; malden@fumcor.org 

 Kayla Carico; Youth grade 7-12; kcarico@fumcor.org 

 Seth O’Kegley; college/young adults; 

sokegley@fumcor.org 

 Myron Iwanski; Koinonia; m.iwanski@comcast.net 

 Martha Prazniak; Branches; jkpraz@att.net 

 Mark Flynn; The Gift; mflynn@fumcor.org 

 Myron Iwanski; Koinonia; m.iwanski@comcast.net 

 Kathy Gillenwaters; New Beginnings; 

kgillenwaters@bellsouth.net 

 Martha Prazniak; Branches; jkpraz@att.net 

 Peg Ashline; Aldersgate; ashline27@bellsouth.net 

Stephen Ministers 
 

While the church has been officially closed since the 

middle of March, the work of the church has never 

stopped. We thought it might be interesting to share about 

how some of our ministries have been affected by, and 

adapted to, and grown during the pandemic. 
 

Our Stephen Ministers (SMs) have been caring for those 

facing challenging circumstances for many years. After 

completing a 50-hour training course SMs are paired with 

a care-receiver with whom they usually meet, in person, 

once a week. In addition, our SMs take communion to our 

homebound members and send grief books to those who 

have experienced a loss. SMs get together as a group twice 

a month for support and continued learning. As you can 

tell, much of this involves in-person interaction, so the 

social distancing currently required has changed things a 

lot. 
 

We were in the middle of a training program which was 

put on hold, as were the bi-monthly meetings. In-person 

meetings stopped.  While some care-receivers initially 

resisted phone call appointments, most have adjusted. The 

challenge has been for those with hearing disabilities or 

cognitive issues, as that limits the effectiveness of phone 

calls; this has resulted in some relationships experiencing 

a lengthy hiatus. Cards have become an important 

alternative. 
 

SMs are resilient, resourceful people! While their 

relationships with their care-receivers may be challenged, 

new opportunities have arisen as, in the words of one SM 

“the whole world is now a care receiver!”  She goes on, 

capturing the spiritual essence of this program: People are 

experiencing loss, uncertainty and isolation on a massive 

scale. All of the skills SMs learn in their training are geared 

toward addressing these very issues. While we cannot be 

present in person, we can utilize technology, texting, 

talking on the telephone, and even the lost art of letter 

writing to reach out to others. We can still be present, we 

can still listen, we can still pray for others, and we can be 

intentional in how we interact. The opportunity to sacrifice 

for the greater good is a blessing and an act of honoring 

God’s transforming presence within us. Amidst all the 

turmoil and division, we can each take a stand individually, 

no matter how small and insignificant it may seem, to 

extend care, comfort and compassion to everyone we 

encounter. As we minister and care for one another, in 

whatever forms that may take, God is using us to ‘make a 

way’ in this wilderness! 
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Congratulations to 
 

Logan Smith & Mor Aframian in 

the birth of their son, Micah David 

Aframian Smith, on July 30. 

Grandparents are  

Jim & Kim Smith. 

 
Our Prayers 

 
 
 
 

 

Our Gifts 
 

Offering this Week              $28,843 

2020 Year to Date             $851,118 

2019 Year to Date         $851,345 
August Special Offering           $705 

 

Pastors 
Mark Flynn, lead pastor 

Chris Black, associate pastor 
Jenny Caughman, spiritual care 

 

Contact Information 
 865.483.4357      

www.fumcor.org 
 

Pastor on call: 865.272.9862 

Unorganized Religion Class: Christianity Before Constantine 
5 Tuesdays from 7:00-8:00 p.m. Starting August 25 

 

This five-week class surveys the development of the Christian Church from the coming of the 

Holy Spirit on Pentecost to the declaration of Christianity as the state religion of the Roman 

Empire. Many elements of church that we think of as “ancient” aren’t really ancient. We think 

of chanting monks, soaring cathedrals, and verbose theological creeds. But a thousand years 

before all of that developed, there were many factions of Christian thought spread out across 

the slowly dying Roman Empire. Politics, heresies, and persecution are just some of the juicy 

topics we will cover in learning about how the Christian Church got where it is today. For more 

information, contact Seth O’Kegley (sokegley@fumcor.org) or click on the Virtual Chapel tab 

on the website.  
 

 

 
Aug. Special Offering: The Pinnacle Resource Center 

Disaster Relief Help and Support is Needed 
 

We are now in hurricane season and with hurricanes brewing, relief 

will be needed to support up-coming disasters. The FUMC Sager Brown 

mission trip was canceled due to COVID-19 issues. We will not be 

asking the congregation purchase goods and assemble disaster relief 

kits for the team to take to the Sager Brown Depot as we have in past 

years. That doesn’t mean that disaster relief supplies and kits are not 

needed. The kits are being sent out on a daily basis by the local staff. 

Instead of asking the congregation to purchase goods and assemble 

kits, we are requesting that funds normally invested in kits be 

contributed to the designated fund for “Disaster Relief Kits.” If you 

would like to help with this relief support, send a check to FUMCOR 

(memo: Sager Brown disaster supplies).  

 

Volunteers Needed for Free Community Meal  
 

In April, in response to the need in our community, FUMC has safely 

served approximately 600 free meals every month for our community. 

An efficient means of preparing, packing, and distributing the meals 

has been established, with safety protocols in place to protect our 

volunteers and our guests. 
 

Volunteers are needed to help in two areas of this vital ministry: 

packing meals (four people each week, beginning at 4:15 p.m.), and 

distributing meals in the drive-thru area. If you would like to serve God 

and neighbor and become part of this team, contact Jenny Caughman 

(jcaughman@fumcor.org, 256.1026). Because this work involves 

interacting with the public, we ask that those in a higher-risk category 

support us by your prayers and your gifts but not your presence. 

 

“Pastoral Office Hours” Change 
 

Our ministerial staff has decided to change how they 

make themselves available for pastoral conversations. 

Their Sunday evening Zoom meeting for such 

discussions had a handful of participants in the first 

weeks but has since faded. If you wish to have a 

conversation with one of them, Chris Black, Jenny 

Caughman, and Mark Flynn are available for 

appointments via Zoom or a phone call. Please call the 

church office to set up an appointment or contact the 

pastors individually by email (cblack@fumcor.org, 

jcaughman@fumcor.org, or mflynn@fumcor.org). 

Holy Troublemakers:  

Youth Bible Study 
 

Over the next nine weeks, Kayla Carico is offering an 

online Bible study for youth called "Holy Troublemakers: 

Prophets of the Bible." Both middle and high school 

youth are invited to this study on Tuesday nights. Middle 

school youth will meet at 7:00 p.m., and high school 

youth will meet at 8:00 p.m. If you or a youth you know is 

interested in going more in-depth with their faith and 

knowledge, this class is a perfect opportunity! Visit 

fumcor.org/youth for details.  
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