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Homecoming at First Church
While Rev. Mark Flynn is on sabbatical, we look forward to 
hearing from several guest preachers. Most of them have 
served First Church at some point during their ministry. 

Introducing This Week’s Guest Preacher:  
The Rev. Steven D. Martin

Steve served  our church as an Associate Pastor from 
1998–2006, but his history at the church began long 
before that. He considers FUMC his spiritual home: he 
was confirmed, called to ministry, and married here. 

During his time at FUMC, Steve played 
a key role in starting the contemporary 
service. One of his fondest memories is 
playing bass guitar in the praise band 
with his father C.D. Martin. He also 
recalls the energy and optimism of the 
staff and more than a few practical 
jokes they played on each other.

Based in Washington, D.C., Steve is appointed by 
Holston Conference to The Lakelands Institute which 
helps denominational staff, annual conferences, and 
other church leaders navigate the changes taking 
place in churches across the country. From 2014-2020, 
Steve served as the Director of Communications and 
Development for the National Council of Churches.

Although Steve served this church as part of the pastoral 
staff, he has recently been hired by First Church in a 
different capacity: to serve the church by providing 
outreach and communications services.

Kayla Carico, Director of Student Ministries, Says Goodbye
The Staff Parish Relations Committee would like to share that Kayla Carico has submitted her 
resignation as the Director of Youth Ministries. Kayla started in December of 2018 and will share her 
last day with us Thursday, September 9. In her time as Director, Kayla has overseen a variety of youth 
programs including Youth Group, Sunday School, Thursday Church Lunch (affectionately known as 
‘Chunch’), and the church’s confirmation program. She also designs and creates both print and digital 
graphics, manages the church’s social media accounts, and produces videos. 

“After some months of prayerful consideration and reflection, I have realized that I want to go back to 
school for a master’s degree in clinical mental health counseling and put my full focus into this task,” 
Kayla told the staff last week.  

We celebrate her calling to counseling and appreciate the time she has served here at First Church. Please take a 
moment to share with Kayla your gratitude for her ministry and wish her well as she works to achieve her goals in 
mental health counseling.  

SPRC is working to update the job description and advertise the position in the appropriate places.

Welcome, Anita Henderlight, 
This Week’s Liturgist

Anita Henderlight joined the FUMCOR 
staff as Program Ministries Director in May 
1994 and served into 2000. Prior to this, 
she developed and coordinated ministry 
programs for children, youth, and adults 
in United Methodist Churches in central 
Illinois and northern Virginia. Starting in 
2003, she was the Children’s Ministries 
Coordinator for Holston Conference.

After four years with the Conference, her interests 
expanded to international development work on 
behalf of girls and refugees in East Africa. Participating 
in the establishment of a secondary education non-
governmental organization in Sudan, Anita has facilitated 
the building of high schools and literacy programs for 
young survivors of war in South Sudan, Uganda, and 
Tanzania. 

While in Africa, Anita lived in tents, survived a road 
ambush by rebel soldiers, was jailed and accused by the 
Sudanese Government of being a spy, and spent time 
with George Clooney.

Submit a Photo for the Directory
Did you miss the directory photo sessions this past week? 
Did you want to have your family in the directory? If so, 
email (dgallaher@fumcor.org) or drop off a photo to the 
church office by Monday, August 30. 
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Hospitalized 
No members that we are 

aware of are in the hospitals 
at this time.

Our Gifts
Offering This Week:  $18,274
2021 Year to Date: $894,479
2020 Year to Date: $879,479
Monthly Mission Offering:   $695

Special Offering:  
Hope for South Sudan

The people of South Sudan have been chosen to receive 
our monthly contribution. Housing, security, medical 
supplies, and education for orphans are all needed. The 
Holston Conference will match all church contributions 
up to $75,000 to support our friends in time of need. 
Make checks payable to FUMCOR (memo: South Sudan).

Twelve Steps of Recovery Class 
Begins September 8

A new course for Christians on the Twelve Steps 
will begin in September. Matt Holder, Director of 
Recovery Ministry, will lead this class. From September 
8 to December 8, the 13-week session will meet on 
Wednesday evenings at 6:00 p.m. (We will not meet 
on the Wednesday before Thanksgiving, ) This session 
will be an open discussion group where we will explore 
each stage and how we can apply it to our lives. It’s for 
anyone dealing with a compulsion, pain, loss, substance 
abuse disorder, codependency, family conflict, or any 
other life difficulty, as well as anyone interested in 
learning more about the 12 steps. We can heal and 
strengthen our connections with others and with God 
by following the Twelve steps. Contact Matt Holder 
(mholder@fumcor.org or 865.603.7932) for more 
information or to register.

iStudy Covenant Bridge
Rev. Mark Flynn will be teaching his next Bible study, 
iStudy Covenant Bridge, from 6:30–8:00 p.m. beginning 
September 15. The five–week study will meet in person 
at the church on Wednesdays. Those who choose to 
participate virtually in the class will be able to do so. 

This course will look at the transition from the Hebrew 
Scriptures to the New Testament. Everyone is welcome. 
To join, you are not required to have taken part in any 
previous iStudy classes. 

The free iStudy booklet is available in the church office, 
or you may download a copy from the church website 
(on the iStudy page, under the Resources tab at fumcor.
org). Contact Danielle Gallaher (dgallaher@fumcor.org) 
to obtain the Zoom link.

FUMCOR Assistance for Haiti Earthquake
On Saturday, August 7, a 7.2 magnitude earthquake struck the western peninsula 
of Haiti and has so far claimed over 1,400 lives. The staff of the Methodist 
Guesthouse in Port au Prince (where the FUMC Mission Teams served in Haiti) 
has been in communications with UMVIM and UMCOR staff. They stated that 
“the best way to help at this time is through monetary donations to UMCOR’s 
International Disaster Response and Recovery Advance #982450”. 

In response to this plea, FUMC’s Mission Trip Planning Leadership team decided 
that some of the money that has been raised through fundraisers and donations 
for Mission Trips should be used to aid in recovery from this devastating event. A 
check for $10,000 has been sent to UMCOR. 

Stephen Ministry Training
REMINDER: A new training class for our Stephen Ministry 
program begins on September 14. Please contact Jenny 
Caughman (jcaughman@fumcor.org) or any FUMCOR 
Stephen Leader (Peg Ashline, Anne Leitnaker, Ann 
Siemsen, or Dan Ingersoll) no later than August 25 if you 
wish to join the class.


