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First Things 
 It’s Time to Start Confirmation 

 

All sixth graders are invited to participate in Confirmation 

for this school year. Through the process of Confirmation, 

youth are able to explore and solidify their faith and 

beliefs by learning about theology, Christian history, 

spiritual practices, and more. In May, each participant has 

the option to join the Church during a special service and 

to be baptized if they have not already been baptized. 
 

This year, Confirmation is beginning online. For more 

information or to register, contact Kayla Carico 

(kcarico@fumcor.org). 

Wacky Wednesdays Are Back! 
 

Hey Kids! Join Ms. Megan Alden and Mr. Seth O’Kegley 

(and sometimes Ms. Autumn!) for Wacky Wednesdays 

(WW) this fall. We will have music, dancing, and a short 

lesson on books of the Bible, all packed into 30 fun-filled 

minutes! Email Megan Alden for the Zoom link to join 

(malden@fumcor.org).  

Dates for WW will be, September 2, October 7, November 

4, and December 2, 4:30—5:00 p.m. 

Our Online Weekly Calendar 
 

In response to the pandemic, our church has begun providing worship 

and other resources online. We offer video recordings of our worship 

services, devotions, classes, etc. as well as hosting Zoom meetings for 

virtual face-to-face experiences. 
 

Starting next week, you will receive an email from the church on 

Sundays which will include specific times and topics for Zoom meetings 

as well as links to video resources for the coming week. On 

Wednesdays, you will receive another email from one of the pastors.  
 

Below is the schedule of weekly offerings. Those events denoted by an 

asterisk may also be found on our social media platforms. We hope you 

will find something that interests you and will feed your soul. Click on 

the Virtual Chapel link on the website for more information.  

 

Monday—Saturday  

 Daily devotions* 
 

Don’t forget: articles and links for these and all of our online offerings 

can always be found under the “Virtual Chapel” tab on our website. 

 

Sunday 

 Worship services* 

  10:00 a.m., Facebook Watch Party, Contemporary Service 

  11:00 a.m., Facebook Watch Party, Traditional Service 

 Sunday school classes (for a complete listing, click the Virtual 

Chapel tab on the website) 

 Children’s church* 
 

Monday  

 Experiential Class - evening 
 

Tuesday  

 Bible study classes and theologically centered discussions 

 3:00—5:00 p.m., Virtual Youth Loft 

 7:00 p.m., Middle School Bible Study 

 8:00 p.m., High School Bible Study 
 

Wednesday  

 Bible study classes and theologically centered discussions 

 3:00—5:00 p.m., Virtual Youth Loft 

 4:30—5:00 p.m., Wacky Wednesdays for kids (1st Wednesday of the 

month Zoom meeting) 

 7:00 p.m., Online Youth Group meeting 
 

Thursday 

 12:00 p.m., Live Service of Holy Communion 

 3:00—5:00 p.m., Virtual Youth Loft 
 

Fridays and Saturdays are the days our First Things Newsletter (paper 

and online) come into our lives. These resources will continue to offer 

administrative news, as well as information on our programs. 

 

*May also be found on our social media platforms. 

Between Heaven and Mirth Class 
 

The COVID-19 siege got you down? Tired of our country’s 

polarization over, well, just about everything? Missing 

the joy that comes from seeing each other at FUMC? Just 

need a good laugh? 
 

If so, join Steve Reddick for a special four-week virtual 

book discussion of James Martin’s Between Heaven and 
Mirth: Why Joy, Humor, and Laughter Are at the Heart of 
the Spiritual Life. Martin, a Jesuit priest, ponders why 

organized religion and individual spirituality are often so 

serious and dour, and, more importantly, what we can 

do about it! 
 

The discussion group will meet four consecutive 

Mondays from 7:00—8:00 p.m., beginning Monday, 

September 14. Reading the book is not required, but if 

you’re interested, you have time to get a copy. 
 

Sessions will be held via Zoom. 

Details for each session will be 

sent by email to each 

participant. 
 

Contact Steve Reddick to 

register  

(sreddick1@bellsouth.net, 

898.5068).   
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In Loving Memory 
 

Mary Ann Manning 

who joined FUMC on July 11, 2004, 

and died on August 15. 

We extend love and sympathy to her 

family and friends.  
 

In Sympathy 
 

We extend love and sympathy to  

 Dan & Marilyn Nagle in the 

death of Dan’s brother, Paul, on 

August 17 

 Judy Altman and daughter, 

Christina, in the death of 

Christina’s husband, Courtney 

Travis Gallaher, on August 5. 
 

Our Prayers 
 
 
 
 

 

Our Gifts 
 

Offering this Week                  $28,690 

2020 Year to Date                 $879,808 

2019 Year to Date             $876,659 
August Special Offering            $1,470 

Unorganized Religion Class:  

Christianity Before Constantine 
Five Tuesdays from 7:00-8:00 p.m., Starting August 25 

 

This five-week class surveys the development of the Christian Church 

from the coming of the Holy Spirit on Pentecost to the declaration of 

Christianity as the state religion of the Roman Empire. Politics, heresies, 

and persecution are just some of the juicy topics we will cover in learning 

about how the Christian Church got where it is today. For more 

information, contact Seth O’Kegley (sokegley@fumcor.org) or click on the 

Virtual Chapel tab on the website.  

Disaster Relief Help and Support Needed 
 

We are in hurricane season, and with hurricanes brewing, relief will be 

needed to support up coming disasters. The FUMC Sager Brown mission 

trip was canceled due to COVID-19. We will not be asking the 

congregation to purchase goods and assemble disaster relief kits for the 

team to take to the Sager Brown Depot as we have in past years. That 

doesn’t mean that disaster relief supplies and kits are not needed. The 

kits are being sent out, on a daily basis, by the local staff. Instead of asking 

the congregation to purchase goods and assemble kits, we are requesting 

that funds normally invested in kits be contributed to the designated fund 

for “Disaster Relief Kits.” To help with this relief support, send a check to 

FUMCOR (memo: Sager Brown disaster supplies).  

Fraudulent Emails 
 

Recently, there has been a dramatic increase in the 

number of fraudulent emails making the rounds. 

Churches and church leaders around the country have 

been hit more frequently over the last few months. The 

most common form of illegal activity is “phishing“ 

scams. Thieves steal a personal or business email 

address (or create a new one that looks legitimate), 

contact the victim’s friends and acquaintances using 

that email address, and request money or personal 

information which can then be used to access the 

contact’s money. Rev. Flynn has been a frequent victim 

of this scam. Recently, many people in our Conference 

received a phishing email from our Bishop. Our 

congregation also had several members whose emails 

were targeted. 
  

Be careful in the digital world. None of our staff or 

church leaders will email you asking you to send 

financial information or Amazon gift cards (a frequent 

request with some recent fraudulent emails). If 

someone you know emails you with a request that is 

out of the norm or seems odd, do not respond. Call the 

person on the phone to double check.  

At-Large Delegates to 2021 Annual Conference 
 

The Holston Annual Conference will gather on June 6-9, 2021, at Lake Junaluska, North 

Carolina. To have an equal number of clergy and lay delegates to make decisions for the 

churches in our region, each District office collects a list of nominees to become Lay At-

Large Delegates. Our own Tennessee Valley District will need 42 delegates. If you are 

interested in being nominated to become one of those delegates, contact the church office 

with your questions or to receive a copy of the nomination form.  
 

Holy Troublemakers: Youth Bible Study 
 

Kayla Carico is leading an online Bible study for youth called "Holy Troublemakers: Prophets 

of the Bible." Both middle and high school youth are invited to this study on Tuesday nights. 

Middle school youth meet at 7:00 p.m., and high school youth meet at 8:00 p.m. If you or a 

youth you know is interested in going more in-depth with their faith and knowledge, this 

class is a perfect opportunity! Visit fumcor.org/youth for details.  

Calling All Third Graders! 
 

We are planning for our third-grade Bible presentation this fall. Please let Megan Alden know if you have a child in third 
grade this year (malden@fumcor.org). 


