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Alabama Mission Trip Postponed
Three months ago, planning began for a construction mission trip to southern Alabama, where Hurricane Sally caused 
extensive damage last summer. We had 12 dedicated and vaccinated volunteers ready to go September 19 to work. 
However, the Delta coronavirus variant has recently caused a surge in COVID–19 cases with especially high numbers in 
Alabama. With its low vaccination rate and its high case and hospitalization rates, Alabama ran out of hospital ICU beds 
last week. Therefore, it was prudent to postpone the mission trip until it can happen under safer conditions. We still 
look forward to working there in the future. 

August Church Council Highlights 
• The Church Council discussed the current mask 

protocol in light of the large increase in number of local 
COVID–19 cases. It was decided the current protocol 
is working and appreciation for people’s willingness to 
again wear masks within the church was noted. 

• The consensus is that Mark’s absence during his 
sabbatical has been adequately handled. He is 
scheduled to return on Thursday, September 9. The 
Homecoming Series, with a different preacher every 
week, has been 
simultaneously 
very rewarding and 
challenging for staff. 
The Council expressed 
that it was wonderful 
to see and hear a 
variety of preachers 
each with meaningful 
connections to FUMC. 

• Parish Adult Choir and The Carillon Handbell Ensemble 
have resumed rehearsing. It is with deep sadness that 
we have recognized that the Youth Choir is no longer 
feasible (see article). 

• Youth Group, Movie Night, Wednesday afternoons in 
the loft, and Church Lunch for ORHS students have all 
resumed. Kayla Carico’s last day as the Director of Youth 
Ministries at FUMC will be Thursday, September 9. 
Please see the article in last week’s First Things.  

• Children and Family Ministries programs are also 
ramping up – volunteers are greatly needed to teach 
Sunday School and to help with Friday Night Live. If we 
as a church are going to offer such programs, we need 
members who are willing to help. 

• Adult Ministries and Small Groups are exploring how 
best to proceed given the upswing in COVID Cases. 
Please be ready to give feedback when contacted.

A Beloved Chapter in the Life of 
FUMC Comes to a Close

One of the most powerful programs that the FUMC 
Music Ministry has fostered has been its Youth Choir. 
Beginning in 1978, the choir took a missional tour to 
spread the gospel of God’s love through word and song. 
During these tours the choirs sang at hospitals, children’s 
homes, nursing homes, veterans centers, and churches 
in destinations like Washington, D.C., Boston, Chicago, 
Atlanta, Charleston, England, and Canada, just to name a 
few. Hundreds, if not thousands of students participated 
in Youth Choir, singing weekly at the 8:45 a.m. Traditional 
worship services.

It has been more and more difficult to support a regular 
youth choir presence in the 8:45 a.m. worship service 
and even harder to support a summer choir tour. In 
2018, the Music Ministry opened the choir to all youth in 
the community for a Florida tour. Even after extensive 
community and school outreach, we only gained two 
choristers. As we shut down during the pandemic, we lost 
the students who graduated and struggled to maintain 
the momentum of Children and Family Ministries into 
Confirmation then into Youth/Youth Choir.  When we 
planned for the restart of Youth Choir this August, we had 
extremely limited interest and less than 3 participants.

In consultation with staff and other pertinent church 
committees, we have decided that the Youth Choir, as it 
is, has completed its mission of sharing Jesus’ message of 
love to the world through music. The future may provide 
the circumstances for a reimagined Youth Choir, but that 
time is not now. We give great thanks for the students, 
chaperones, pianists, organists, band members, tour 
coordinators, and leaders of the choir, including Ardyce 
Lee, Jerold Teachey, Tim Ward, Andrew Duncan, and 
others.

As we reemerge from the pandemic, we will work on ways 
to engage our musical youth in programs and ministries 
that foster growth in musical ability and Christian faith.

The Council expressed 
that it was wonderful 

to see and hear a 
variety of preachers 

each with meaningful 
connections to FUMC. 
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In Loving Memory
Bea Garber

who joined the FUMC family 
on October 11, 1964, and died 

August 24. We extend love 
and sympathy to her husband, 

Wayne, her daughter and 
family.

Hospitalized 
Discharged to NHC OR:  

Bill Boyle
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Offering This Week:  $7,381
2021 Year to Date: $902,477
2020 Year to Date: $890,678

Twelve Steps of Recovery Class Begins September 8
A new course for Christians on the Twelve Steps will begin in September. Matt 
Holder, Director of Recovery Ministry, will lead this class. From September 8 to 
December 8, the 13-week session will meet on Wednesday evenings at  
6:00 p.m. This session will be an open discussion group where we will explore 
each step and how we can apply it to our lives. This class is for anyone dealing 
with a compulsion, pain, loss, substance abuse disorder, codependency, family 
conflict, or any other life difficulty, as well as anyone interested in learning more 
about the twelve steps. We can heal and strengthen our connections with others 
and with God by following the steps. Contact Matt Holder (mholder@fumcor.org 
or 865.603.7932) for more information or to register.

Donation Baskets Have Moved
We have moved the location of the donation baskets 
to the Library. Feel free to make donation drop offs on 
Sunday mornings or during the week. If you come during 
business hours during the week, the easiest way to get to 
the baskets is through the main office door. Blessings and 
thank you to all who support our ministries. 

Submit a Photo for the Directory
Did you miss the directory photo sessions and still want 
to have your family’s photo in the directory? If so, email 
(dgallaher@fumcor.org) or drop off a photo at the church 
office by Monday, August 30. 

Navigating the Path of Faith 
Sermon Series

Starting August 29 we will be having a two-week sermon 
series in the Contemporary Service exploring the Journey 
of Faith.  Week one we will look at four practices we can 
engage in which deepen this process.  Week two will 
focus on what this can look like in our day-to-day lives 
and why these four practices matter.  The Rev. Jenny 
Caughman will be preaching both weeks.  Remember 
if you cannot attend in person all of our worship 
services are available on our website to watch at your 
convenience.

Sign Up to Serve
Church in the Community Day

Saturday, September 18, is FUMC’s opportunity to serve 
our community, and we need your help. Join a team and 
your time and talents for part or all of the day. There are 
six projects to choose from—ADFAC; Blossom Center; 
Boys & Girls Club of Oak Ridge; Girls, Inc.; KARM in 
Knoxville; and YWCA. Visit the church website (under the 
“Serve” tab) for details about each project and to sign up.

Church, let’s work together to make a difference in our 
community. See you out there!

iStudy Covenant Bridge
Rev. Mark Flynn will be teaching his next Bible study, 
iStudy Covenant Bridge, from 6:30–8:00 p.m. beginning 
September 15. The five–week study will meet in person 
at the church on Wednesdays. Those who choose to 
participate virtually in the class will be able to do so. 

This course will look at the transition from the Hebrew 
Scriptures to the New Testament. 

The free iStudy booklet is available in the church office, 
or you may download a copy from the church website 
(on the iStudy page, under the Resources tab at fumcor.
org). Contact Danielle Gallaher (dgallaher@fumcor.org) to 
obtain the Zoom link.


