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We Have Served 10,200 Meals Since 
the Pandemic Began!

In March of 2020, when the pandemic resulted in 
the cessation of in-person worship, the needs of the 
community did not go away. A small group of committed 
volunteers, headed by Naomi Asher and Melissa Charles, 
shifted gears and our community meal went from being a 
sit-down family-style to a drive-thru. 

Each week since then, members of our community come 
to the Vienna Road entrance to be fed. Most drive up in 
cars; some arrive on foot; all are given much-appreciated 
food.

Each week a volunteer plans, shops, and prepares a 
dinner. The dinners are assembled in the kitchen and 
then brought into the Fellowship Hall. There, the food 
is placed in a grocery bag, along with some fresh fruit, a 
granola bar, and dessert.

Last week, they gave away 130 meals in about 15 minutes! 
The whole process has become an efficient, well-oiled 
machine, one fed by love! Estimates are that since the 
pandemic began we have distributed about 10,200 meals. 

Come be a part of this exciting ministry! 

Volunteers usually work about one hour a week and serve 
either every other week or once a month. If you would 
like to be part of this process, contact Jenny Caughman 
(jcaughman@fumcor.org; 483-4357).

Church in the Community Day 
Needs Volunteers

Sign Up to Serve

On Saturday, September 18, work teams from our church 
will be out volunteering in our community, and we need 
your help. Check out our website (under the “Serve” tab) 
to learn more about the tasks and to sign up to work, or 
call Seth O’Kegley-Gibson (483.4357). Registering will help 
us plan effectively for the day. 

We will meet at church at 8:30 a.m. for a devotion, get 
last-minute instructions, and then head to the work sites. 
Volunteers need to bring their own snacks, lunch, and 
plenty of water. We need more help to make this day a 
success. 

Disaster Relief
Several communities in the United States have suffered 
major disasters this year. The United Methodist 
Committee on Relief (UMCOR) is one way we can send 
funds to help, knowing that all funds sent will be used to 
aid those in distress. The staff at UMCOR Sager Brown 
in Baldwin, LA, has continued to operate and send out 
hygiene and cleaning kits to disaster areas even without 
the teams of volunteers they would normally host were it 
not for COVID. 

Funds are needed to buy the supplies that go into the kits. 
To help, please write a check to FUMC Oak Ridge (memo: 
Sager Brown) and either mail it or drop it off at the church 
office. Your help is greatly appreciated.

The Morel Family thanks our church members and staff for the many kindnesses and 
support given to us during Russ’s illness and memorial service.

Jo-Evin Fuller Has Been Named 
Interim Director of First Steps

Jo Fuller has been named as interim 
director of the First Steps program. 
She will begin her training immediately 
and will assume the director’s role on 
October 4th. Jo is very familiar with 
the First Steps Program, having been 
both a parent and a teacher in the 
program. She will transition into this 
role seamlessly. We are excited to have her as the leader 
of the preschool.

We Celebrate Rev. Jenny Caughman 
and 10 Years of Ministry at Our Church
Our congregation has been blessed 
for ten years to have the Rev. Jenny 
Caughman on staff! Jenny’s gifts of 
compassion for all and love of spirituality 
have made her an invaluable asset to 
our community. We thank God for her 
commitment to the ministry of pastoral 
care and her love for all people.
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In Loving Memory
Bob Smith

who joined the church family 
July 1, 2008 and died September 

12. We extend love and 
sympathy to his wife, Rae, and 

family.

In the Hospitals
We are aware of no members in 

the hospitals at this time.

Our Gifts
Offering This Week:  $17,848
2021 Year to Date: $963,216
2020 Year to Date: $960,948
Monthly Mission Offering:   $660

Worship for September 19
Seventeeth Sunday after Pentecost

Sermon: Cynicism is Counterfeit Wisdom
Scripture: James 3:13-4:3, 7-8a

8:45 & 11:15 am Traditional Services
9:45 Contemporary Service

Preaching: Mark Flynn, lead pastor

Blanket Sunday October 3rd  
Our church’s United Methodist Women will be holding 
their traditional “Blanket Sunday” on October 3. 
Donations will be sent to Church World Services’s 
“Blanket+ Program.” New or clean, used blankets in good 
condition will be donated to Ecumenical Storehouse. 

There will be a member of the United Methodist Women 
holding a basket after each service for donations. 
Make checks out to UMW and write “Blanket Sunday” 
somewhere on your check. Thanks for your support for 
this worldwide and local ministry.

4th Annual “Carry the Stone” 
Fundraiser for Keystone

Mark your calendars for September 21, 2021. It’s an 
important date for two reasons: Keystone is holding 
its annual fundraiser, and it is World Alzheimer’s Day. 
Participating in this worthy cause couldn’t be easier!  
Mail your donation to Keystone Adult Day Program, 
1350 Oak Ridge Turnpike, Oak Ridge, TN 37830 (memo: 
FUMC Keystone). You may designate your contribution 
“In Memory Of” or “In Honor Of.” All proceeds benefit 
Keystone and our mission of partnering with caregivers 
to provide relief while offering a safe, structured, and 
supportive environment for those living with dementia. 
We are grateful for your support!

To a Wonderful, Caring Congregation
On behalf of Scott and Bruce, I want to express my 
sincerest thanks for all the love, care, and concern 
you have shown for Bob over the past three months. 
I knew I was part of a wonderful congregation, but to 
fully experience it firsthand has been a gift. We can 
never thank you enough for all the cards, calls, emails, 
questions, and offers of help that you have shown to 
me and for Bob over the last three months. His journey 
is a long one, and he has a long way to go. Our hope is 
that he can come home on a walker at some point. He 
had very extensive heart surgery, then did not wake 
up for five weeks, and was on a ventilator and had a 
tracheotomy. He is off the ventilator with no oxygen and 
off the trach. He is almost ready for a normal food diet 
but still needs the feeding tube in the process. Physical 
therapy is slow but he is trying. Again, my heartfelt 
thanks for all you are doing. We appreciate your 
continued thoughts and prayers.

-Carolyn Henderson

Newest Members
We are excited to celebrate two new members of our 
congregation. Ray Laing and Melanie Hutsell joined our 
church on Sunday, September 5th, in the Contemporary 
Worship service. They both are transferring membership 
from United Methodist churches. Please welcome them 
to our church family!


