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The Joy of “Church In The 
Community Day”

Saturday, September 18 was a great day in the missional 
life of our church. That day, five teams dedicated 
themselves to expressing the love of Christ to area 
ministries through the gift of hard work. 

Jim Hardy led a team working on the yard of a family 
working with Aid To Distress Families of Anderson County 
(ADFAC). Jim and his team 
mowed the lawn, trimmed 
grass and bushes, cut up a 
large, fallen tree, mulched, 
and installed solar lights, all 
the while avoiding a large 
yellow jackets’ nest! 

A team led by Martin Grossbeck also performed yard 
work for the Blossom Center. Ron Battle reported his 
team working at Girls Inc performed three jobs: cleaning 
awnings, weeded raised vegetable beds, and hauled away 
12 bushes which where hindering the student activities. 

The team at Knox Area Rescue Ministries (KARM) in 
Knoxville, led by Susan Garrott, worked the outdoor 
concession area, distributing more than 150 water bottles 
and 160 peanut butter cracker packages. Afterwards, they 
moved inside and prayed over 300 beds where guests 
would be sleeping that night. 

A team led by Greg Hinkel worked on the YWCA parking 
lot, clearing weeds and debris, as well as moving gravel 
to low spots on the driveway. Afterwards they repainted 
their “little library.” 

We so appreciate all those who gave of themselves to our 
communities! Be on the lookout for information regarding 
our next Church In the Community Day—be a part of 
spreading the love of Christ!

Christmas Choir Rehearsals Begin 
October 6

It is time to begin rehearsals for this year’s Christmas 
concert, “Here We Come A-Caroling,” featuring 
arrangements of some well-known and new-to-us carols. 

Starting October 6, we will rehearse Christmas music each 
Wednesday evening, from 7-7:45 pm in the Nave. This is a 
great opportunity to sing if you aren’t a regular member 
of the choir. We only rehearse 45 minutes a week and 
then celebrate the season with the concerts on December 
11th and 12th. Youth and adults are invited to join us for 
this fun season of music-making! Contact Seth (sokegley@
fumcor.org) for more information.

Sager Brown Fundraiser Reminder
If you would like to participate in the fundraiser for 
UMCOR Sager Brown to provide funds for hygiene and 
cleaning kits, please remember the collection will end 
October 8. Even though a mission team cannot go to 
Baldwin, LA, to work on kits, we can help by providing 
funds for the items in the kits. A check made out to  
FUMC (memo line: Sager Brown) or cash can be mailed 
or dropped off at the church office. Thank you for 
participating in this mission.

Special Offering Summary for 
October 2021

 
Special offerings are collected to benefit organizations 
outside our church.  For October, the Briceville project of 
Girls Inc. has been chosen.

Many girls in the Tennessee Valley face challenges 
including poverty, poor health and lack of enthusiasm for 
academic subjects that represent their best opportunities 
to become successful adults. Girls Inc. serves some of 
the highest need and most vulnerable girls in Anderson 
County through their Briceville After-School Outreach 
Program. 

Four years ago, Girls Inc. began providing enrichment 
programs for girls at Briceville Elementary School in 
one day per week after-school settings. While running 
this program, attendance, and grades among Girls Inc. 
participants spiked. This, coupled with a high request 
from concerned teachers and parents, led Girls Inc. to 
expand this program to full-week after-school programs, 
serving an average of 60 girls per day.

 To put the importance of this program into perspective, 
the Briceville community has a population of 1,411 people 
who have little access to running water, internet, or phone 
and are now part of a food desert. There are currently no 
other after-school programs offered to the students at 
Briceville Elementary School, where only 18% of students 
are projected to graduate from high school because of 
economic and geographic obstacles. There is research to 
support that exposure and time spent within a Girls Inc. 
program leads to stronger academic results and increases 
the likelihood of graduating high school, finding financial 
stability, and breaking down the cycle of poverty. 
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Congratulations to
Sara, Robert, Finnley, Will, and 
Mitchell Keiser-Mindrup on the 
birth of their daughter and sister, 

Demi Kayte, September 24. 

In Loving Memory
Benny Houser

who joined the FUMC family on 
July 4, 1999, and died September 
22. We extend love and sympathy 

to his wife, Jean and family.

In Sympathy
We extend love and sympathy to 
Ann Mankin on the death of her 

brother on September 25 and
Dee Crumm on the death of her 
sister, Marsha, on September 26

In the Hospitals
MMC ICU: Elizabeth Rea, Michelle 

Frisbee, Judy Altman

Our Gifts
Offering This Week:  $12,849
2021 Year to Date: $986,665
2020 Year to Date: $1,000,249
Monthly Mission Offering:      $910

Worship for October 3
World Communion Sunday

Sermon: It Is Not Enough To Bless Others
Scripture: Mark 10:13-16

8:45 & 11:15 am Traditional Services
9:45 Contemporary Service

Preaching: Mark Flynn, lead pastor

Support our Church When Shopping
Another simple way to help our church through your 
shopping is to link your Kroger Rewards account to First 
United Methodist Church (Oak Ridge) as the organization 
you would like to support. It’s easy to set up.

To Link your Kroger Rewards Card to 
First United Methodist Church (Oak 
Ridge), follow the steps below:

1. Sign in to your digital account.
2. Search for your organization by 

name--First United Methodist 
Church (Oak Ridge).

3. OR enter our NPO number: XN588.
4. Select the appropriate organization from the list and 

click “Save”.

Your selected organization will also display in the “Kroger 
Community Rewards” section of your account. If you need 
to review or revisit your organization, you can always do 
so under your Account details.

Like Amazon Smile, supporting First United Methodist 
using Kroger Community Rewards does not cost you 
anything. Kroger donates annually to participating 
organizations based on your percentage of spending 
as it relates to the total spending associated with all 
participating Kroger Community Rewards organizations.

Disaster Relief Update
In an effort to support the excellent work of the 
United Methodist Committee on Relief (UMCOR), our 
congregation has been collecting funds to be sent to the 
Sager Brown mission depot in Baldwin, Louisiana. The 

staff at Sager Brown have continued to 
operate during the pandemic, sending 
out relief supplies to communities 
throughout the United States which have 
suffered from major disasters. We are 
pleased to announce that to date, our 
congregation has donated $7,294.76 
to purchase supplies for hygiene and 
cleaning kits. Thanks to all of you who 
donated and remember that 100% of the 

money donated to UMCOR goes to help those in need. 
The program’s administrative costs are handled through 
the United Methodist Church’s general budget.

Pastors
Mark Flynn, lead

Jenny Caughman, spiritual care
Seth O’Kegley-Gibson, worship

Contact Information
865.483.4357  www.fumcor.org

Pastor on call: 865.272.9862

Blanket Sunday is October 3rd 
 
Our church’s United Methodist Women (UMW) will be 
holding their annual  “Blanket Sunday” on October 3. 
Donations will be sent to Church World Services’ “Blanket+ 
Program.” New or clean, used blankets in good condition 
will be donated to Ecumenical Storehouse. There will be a 
member of the United Methodist Women holding a basket 
after each service for donations. Make checks out to UMW 
and write “Blanket Sunday” in the memo. 


