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September Church Council 
Highlights 

 
Our Young Adult group has started a book study using 
“Take This Bread,” by Sara Miles, which explores Miles’ 
journey from an anti-religious atheist to an active 
member of the Episcopal branch of the Jesus movement. 
 
Our children’s Sunday School and Sunday Nursery are 
going well. However, more volunteers are needed. 

Our Fall Fest on October 31 from 4-6 p.m. will feature 
trunk or treating, games, crafts, and more.
 
The United Methodist Women’s “Christian Homemaking” 
Circle met in person for the first time in over a year with 
17 present! They filled the Aid to Distressed Families 
school supplies deposit box and gave a $95 donation for 
their September mission project. The “Creative Directions” 
Circle also met in person and donated $125 to our 
congregation’s Thanksgiving Shoppe coat collection.
 
Nine of our church members have begun training to be 
Stephen Ministers, alongside one person from Kern UMC 
and three from First Cumberland Presbyterian Church. 
 
Due to COVID-19 cases continuing to rise in our area with 
younger children, all Friday Night Live events have been 
postponed until next year. 
 
The Community Meal continues to provide dinners 
to the wider community each week. The ministry to 
approximately 150 people each week has received a few 
more volunteers but can always use more! 
 
The Staff-Parish Relations Committee has amended our 
dress code policy by adding: 

As a 501(c)(3) organization, FUMCOR is prohibited from 
directly or indirectly participating in or intervening in any 
political campaign on behalf of or in opposition to any 
candidate for public office. To maintain an atmosphere 
of political neutrality, employees may not wear clothing 
and/or accessories (including shirts, ball caps, face 
masks, bandanas, buttons, socks, etc.) with political 
messaging or images while on duty.

 
The Finance Committee reports that with 67% of the 
year complete, we have received 75% of anticipated 
revenue (including 73% of “estimates of giving”) totaling 
$1,073,508. Expenses are at 65% with a total of $931,000. 
The surplus of $142,412 is almost exactly the amount of 
the PPP loan.

The Bible For Critical Thinkers
Have you ever wanted to gain a single, comprehensive 
understanding of Jesus’ life? The Bible For Critical Thinkers 
is exactly that. Without digging into complex and esoteric 
theology, the Rev. Mark Flynn looks at Jesus’ teachings, 
ministry, and relationships.

Although the material has been adapted from our 
previous iStudy materials, this seven-week study will be 
offered in a completely new way. Through a weekly 
video, available anytime, Rev. Flynn will guide participants 
in how to approach the daily Bible readings found in 
the free study booklet. Then, students will have two live 
discussion options.

On Monday evenings, beginning October 25, an online 
class, led by Rev. Flynn, will meet from 8-9 p.m. Put the 
children to bed, pour yourself a glass of wine, find your 
notes from the week’s readings, and enjoy a conversation 
about the Bible and theology that does not ask you to set 
your brain aside.

Or, if you prefer an in-person conversation, join Rev. 
Flynn on Wednesday mornings at church from 10-11 a.m., 
beginning October 27.

For links to the weekly video and an electronic version of 
the free study booklet, visit our church website. For a hard 
copy, please contact the church office. 

Email mflynn@fumcor.org for the Monday night class‘s 
Zoom link.

Come join us. No previous study is required. No 
registration is necessary. Just come.

Our Trustees have approved plans for a new Multi-
Purpose Room stage backdrop; construction is expected 
to begin in the next month. 
 
The Trustees are in the process of selling our old bus 
-- which is experiencing an increasing number of issues -- 
and purchasing a new one. 

All Saints Day is October 31
Many of us lost significant friends and family who 
were not members of our congregation. In an effort to 
acknowledge those important losses and thank God for 
their lives, we are asking everyone to send the names of 
those important non-members who passed away since 
November 2, 2021 to the church office.
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Congratulations to
Joseph and Leslie Marshall 

on the birth of their daughter, 
Reese Ann Marshall, September 

26 in Little Rock, Arkansas. 
Grandparents and great-

grandparents are Joan Crowell 
Marshall and Mayme Crowell. 

In Loving Memory
Michele Frisbee

who joined the church family 
February 2, 1997 and died 

October 1. We extend love and 
sympathy to her children, Shawn 

and Beth, and grandchildren.

In the Hospitals
MMC: Elizabeth Rea, Judy Altman

Our Gifts
Offering This Week:  $26,342
2021 Year to Date: $1,013,007
2020 Year to Date: $1,017,776
Monthly Mission Offering:  
    

September: $1,060 
October $165

Worship for October 10
Twentieth Sunday after Pentecost

Sermon: Soften Your Heart, Not The Gospel
Scripture: Mark 10:17-31

8:45 & 11:15 am Traditional Services
9:45 Contemporary Service

Preaching: Mark Flynn, lead pastor

Supplies for Persons Experiencing 
Homelessness 

 

Did you know that our congregation has a supply of bags 
filled with items needed by those who are experiencing 
homelessness? Using funds supplied by our Mission 
Committee, Danielle Gallaher and Vicki 
Hinkel recently ordered supplies and 
filled 12 such bags to be for distributed 
by our pastoral staff when needed. The 
12 tote bags include:

• 1 reflective blanket
• 1 manual can opener
• 1 washcloth
• 1 size large black t-shirt
• 1 set of reusable utensils
• 2 bottles of Gatorade Zero with whey protein
• 3 cans of tuna with easy-open lids
• 1 jar peanut butter
• 3 Clif protein bars
• 2 packs of peanut butter or cheese crackers
• 2 small containers of applesauce

Have a Heart for Holston Home for 
Children? 

 
Located in Greeneville, Tennessee, Holston Home for 
Children (HHC) is one of the most significant, long-

standing ministries in East Tennessee 
dedicated to serving children and 
families struggling with life’s challenges. 
Our congregation is currently looking 
for an “Ambassador” to ensure our 
connection with the ministry continues. 
If you have a passion for HHC and a 
love for helping families, then please 
prayerfully consider this opportunity. 

In the past, every two years or so, our Ambassador has 
organized a collection of essential items for children and 
youth arriving at HHC. We have also sent work teams to 
their campus to take on specific projects. Many of you 
already support HHC on your own. So why not consider 
helping your larger church family stay connected and 
supportive as well? For more information, contact Rev. 
Flynn (mflynn@fumcor.org). 

Pastors
Mark Flynn, lead

Jenny Caughman, spiritual care
Seth O’Kegley-Gibson, worship

Contact Information
865.483.4357  www.fumcor.org

Pastor on call: 865.272.9862

Gratitude For Our New Playground Log Cabin
We celebrate that Parker Dell’s Eagle Scout project benefitted our congregation’s playground! That is certainly 
appropriate since that play area in the courtyard of our building is primarily used by the children of First Steps Child 
Development Center—the very Center from which Parker is an alumnus. Thank you so much, Parker! 


