
All Saints’ Day Worship Services
Next week we are celebrating All Saints’ Day when we 
remember our loved ones who have died this year by 
reading their names and ringing bells. This year we are 
adding another element to our Traditional services: 
incense. 

Incense has a rich and long history of use in the church. In 
the last book of our Biblical canon, “Revelation,” we hear 
of an angel who was given a “great quantity” of incense 
to offer “with the prayers of the saints” (Rev. 8:3-4). The 
smoke that rises from 
the censer (or thurible) 
represents our prayers 
rising to God. 

The practice of using 
incense in worship began 
in the Jewish worship 
services that came before 
Christianity. You can 
even find a recipe for an 
incense blend in the book 
of Exodus. “The Lord said 
to Moses: Take sweet spices, stacte, and onycha, and 
galbanum, sweet spices with pure frankincense (an equal 
part of each), and make an incense blended as by the 
perfumer, seasoned with salt, pure and holy” (Exodus 
30:34-35).

On All Saints Day, you will see a couple of new things 
associated with incense. First is a device that burns 
the incense. It can be called a censer or a thurible. The 
incense (frankincense resin from the Boswellia tree) 
is placed on smoldering coal which causes it to liquify 
and smoke. The person carrying the thurible is called 
a thurifer. It is their job to move the thurible from one 
location to the next.

While it is true that the smoke from the coal (not the 
incense itself) can be mildly irritating, the small amount 
of smoke that we create in our large Nave is nearly 
insignificant. You are likely to smell the sweet, pure 
frankincense before and after the “smoke” clears. If you 
are highly sensitive to this small amount of smoke, sitting 
on the outside of the pews is recommended.

Incense is not only deeply symbolic of our spiritual 
connection with God, and a long-standing historical 
tradition in the Christian faith, it also is a way to engage 
yet another of our senses in worship.
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Our Stewardship Campaign  
Begins Soon

“The Lord said to Moses: 
Take sweet spices, 

stacte, and onycha, and 
galbanum, sweet spices 
with pure frankincense 
(an equal part of each), 

and make an incense 
blended as by the 

perfumer, seasoned with 
salt, pure and holy.”

The Abounding In Hope campaign to fund our church 
family’s vital ministries is just around the corner. Please 
take a few minutes to pray that our 2022 programs 
will have a strong financial foundation and impact lives 
throughout the greater Oak Ridge community!

We Are Because You Are — Thank You!
Keystone launched its 4th annual Carry the Stone 
Fundraiser in late September, and we are humbled and 
grateful by the response our efforts have received. Our 
staff could not do what they do without the support 
of all of our generous donors. Your trust and belief in 
Keystone’s mission speaks volumes, and we honor that 
each and every day. 

Currently, 50% of our participants receive some level 
of scholarship. Keystone’s Board of Directors holds fast 
to our commitment that no one should ever be denied 
access to Adult Day Programming due to the lack of 
resources. If you have not yet made your donation, it is 
not too late! You may donate by check made out to “FUMC 
Keystone” or online, either through the Keystone website 
or the First Church website. Thank you for your support!

All Financial Statements Are Going 
Out Via Mail

In effort to be good financial stewards, the Finance office 
is mailing out 3rd quarter contribution statements via 
bulk rate. We must have a minimum of 200 pieces to 
qualify for the bulk rate pricing offered to non-profit 
entities. If we sent this round of statements to those who 
request them via email, we would not have enough to 
qualify for the bulk rate, thus spending more money on 
postage. Even with the added cost of envelopes, paper 
and printing, the church still saves in sending these 
statements this way. Thank you for understanding.
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In the Hospitals
UT: David Bilotta

Our Gifts

Offering This Week:  $24,503
2021 Year to Date: $1,069,279
2020 Year to Date: $1,075,982
Monthly Mission Offering:    $1060

Worship for October 24
Twenty-Second Sunday after Pentecost

Sermon: What Do You Want Jesus to Do For You? 
Scripture: Mark 10:46-52

8:45 & 11:15 am Traditional Services
Preaching: Jenny Caughman, Spiritual Care Pastor

9:45 Contemporary Service
Preaching: Mark Flynn, Lead PastorPastors

Mark Flynn, lead
Jenny Caughman, spiritual care
Seth O’Kegley-Gibson, worship

Contact Information
865.483.4357  www.fumcor.org

Pastor on call: 865.272.9862

Library Corner 
Enrique’s Journey by Sonia Nazario 

Sonia Nazario details the true experiences of a 17-year-
old Honduran boy traveling 3,000 miles as he attempts 
to cross the border into the United States in search of 
his mother, Lourdes. 

In an effort to escape extreme poverty and starvation 
and to provide a better life for her two young children, 
Lourdes leaves Honduras and works in the U.S. Unlike 
the 2020 bestselling, controversial novel, American 
Dirt, Enrique’s story chronicles the true Latin migrant 
experience. Nazario’s account of Enrique seeks to 
humanize and publicize the conditions and factors, 
social and economic, that contribute to immigration 
from Central America to the U.S.

- Reviewed by Linda Yarbrough

The Bible For Critical Thinkers
Have you ever wanted to gain a single, comprehensive understanding of Jesus’ life? In Rev. Flynn’s latest study, the 
material has been adapted from our previous iStudy materials, presented in a completely new way. On Monday 
evenings, beginning October 25, an online forum, led by Rev. Flynn, will meet from 8-9 p.m. Put the children to bed, 
pour yourself a glass of wine, find your notes from the week’s readings, and enjoy a conversation about the Bible 
and theology that does not ask you to set your brain aside. Or, if you prefer an in-person conversation, join Rev. 
Flynn on Wednesday mornings at church from 10-11 a.m., beginning October 27. For links to the weekly video and 
an electronic version of the free study booklet, visit our church website (fumcor.org/bible-study). For a hard copy, 
please contact the church office.

The leaves are changing, temperatures are beginning 
to cool, and pumpkin spice is in the air—all the signs 
suggest it is time for our Fall Festival! There will be trunk 
or treat, games, crafts, and for the first time ever, a 
Blessing of the Animals. This is a great way to introduce 
your neighbors to our church, so be sure to invite an 
animal lover you know!

Fall Festival Volunteers 
Needed

This wonderful time in our 
church can’t happen without you! 
Volunteer for Trunk-or-Treat, 
games, etc. by contacting Shelby 
Fowler today: sfowler@fumcor.org.


