
 

December Homebound Member Birthdays 
 

The following people are homebound members of our 

congregation who have birthdays in December. Please 

take a moment to send each one a card. You can get    

their addresses by looking in the directory or 

contacting the church office (483.4357). Thank you for 

this expression of care and concern. 

 

December 1  Lois Beckett 

December 4   Margaret Pryor 

December 7  Mary Kate O’Kain 

December 9  Joan O’Steen 
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First Things 
Chrismon Tree Decorating 

 

Members of FUMC came together to hang Chrismons on 

the Sanctuary tree even though no services will be held in 

person. It is times like now, with the pandemic, that we 

should remember the small things in life that make us 

happy. 

Blue Christmas Service 
 

Advent and Christmas are sources of great 

joy for many people, but for those grieving, 

experiencing depression, or struggling in 

other ways, they can be sources of deep 

pain. When someone is feeling low, it can be 

hard to hear the joyous sounds of the 

holidays while imagining everyone else is 

happy. Recognizing that this year has been 

difficult for many of us, we will offer a Blue 

Christmas Service.  
 

This quiet, introspective service will include 

scripture, prayers, music, and psalms. It will 

provide time for reflection and remembering 

people we’ve lost. It will be a chance to focus 

on the promise of hope. We will remember 

that at Christmas, Christ came to be the light 

of the world.  
 

Originally, Blue Christmas services were 

celebrated around December 21, the 

longest, darkest day of the year. Our service 

is available now and throughout Advent. To 

watch, visit the Virtual Chapel on our website 

(fumcor.org) and click Blue Christmas. If 

you’d like to talk with a pastor about what 

you are experiencing, contact Rev. Mark 

Flynn, Rev. Chris Black, or Rev. Jenny 

Caughman at the church.  

Highlights from Church Council 
 

• After prayerful reflection, the members voted to have virtual Christmas Eve 

worship services this year rather than in-person services.  
 

• We celebrate that our $282,082 Payroll Protection Program loan forgiveness 

has been approved in full!  
 

• Other than one back-ordered microphone, all live-stream hardware is now 

installed. Work on configuring computers and the workstations continues.  
 

• The Enduring Gifts Committee agreed to use $4,194 from the Memorial Fund 

to replace carpet in the Sanctuary balcony and MPR live-stream office.  
 

• Photos for a new Church Directory, planned in February, will be postponed 

until later in the year.  
 

• Megan Alden is creating a pre-recorded Nativity pageant, with the kids filming 

separately, to be shown at Christmas Eve services. She is also planning a 

Zoom Christmas Bingo night December 11. 
 

• For two months, our youth have met in-person, outdoors, and masked with an 

average attendance of about seven. Due to increasingly cold temperatures 

and earlier darkness, they have returned to online gatherings.  

With Deep Sadness… 
 

We are so very sorry to report the death of 

former FUMC pastor, the Rev. Bill Mooney, 

on Thanksgiving Day. Bill was on our staff as 

Counseling Minister from 1980 to 1991 and 

Visitation Pastor from 2001 to 2007. Bill and 

his wife, Sylvia, have remained connected to 

many people in the congregation.  

http://www.fumcor.org


    Food for Kids 
 

Help pack our last Food for 

Kids this year, starting at noon 

Monday, December 7. Delivery 

on Tuesday, December 8, starts 

at 8:30 a.m.  Masks and social 

distancing are mandatory. 

Contact Cara Weigel (481.8108). 
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In Loving Memory 
 

Margaret Fuller  

who joined FUMC November 20, 

1960, and died November 30. We 

extend love and sympathy to her 

family and friends. 

 
Hospitalized 

 

No one that we know of 

 
Our Gifts 

 
 

Offering this Week   

2020 Year to Date   

2019 Year to Date 
Special Monthly Offering  
 

Pastors 
Mark Flynn, lead pastor 

Chris Black, associate pastor 
Jenny Caughman, spiritual care 

 

Contact Information 
 865.483.4357      

www.fumcor.org 
 

Pastor on call: 865.272.9862 

Recovery Help Is Available this Holiday Season  
 

As we enter this holiday season, people struggling with addiction and substance use disorders 

need to know that recovery is possible, and behavioral health services (like treatment) can 

enable them to live healthy and rewarding lives. They need to experience the truth that Jesus 
heals the brokenhearted and binds up their wounds (Psalm 147:3). We, as a church, also want 

to shed light on the resources available in our community.  
 

The Tennessee Dept. of Mental Health and Substance Abuse Services provides Lifeline 

representatives, who are professionals with lived experience in addiction recovery, to connect 

individuals and families with resources. In Anderson County, our Lifeline representative is 

Ashley Crouse of the Metro Drug Coalition, (410.9527, acrouse@metrodrug.org). You also can 

contact Caroline Beidler, who is with the Oak Ridge Addiction Recovery Coalition (608.977.0673, 

oakridgeaddictionrecovery@gmail.com), to learn more about recovery initiatives in Oak Ridge. 

Youth Group 
 

During October and November, 

we were able to host our 

Wednesday Night Youth Group 

gatherings in-person on the 

front lawn of the church, and 

we had a ton of fun reuniting. 

Now that the clocks have rolled 

back, it's getting colder, and 

COVID-19 cases are very much 

on the rise, meeting outside 

has become less than ideal. For 

December, our Wednesday 

Night Youth Group will shift 

back to online-only gatherings, 

and the Loft will be closed after 

school. Find out more 

information about how to 

gather online (fumcor.org/

youth), and please stay safe 

and healthy. 

Special Monthly Offering: Agape House 
 

The Agape House, which has served the community since 2013, continued to provide transitional 

housing for homeless people and victims of domestic violence during the COVID-19 pandemic. 

There is great demand for housing, and the Agape houses were occupied most of the year with 

only short intervals between guests. Guests stay at no cost, and house managers assist their 

transitions to more stable lifestyles. The Agape House is an all-volunteer organization with no 

paid staff. The houses are fully paid for, but expenses include stocking the houses with 

consumables, food and gas cards for guests, maintenance, and house utilities. Funds to operate 

the houses come from the community—Oak Ridge churches are a significant source of income. 

Please consider this special offering for the Agape House. 
 

Christmas Eve Offering:  
Christmas Shoppe and Food Pantries 

 

This year, our Christmas Eve offering will be used locally—split equally between FUMC’s Christmas 

Shoppe project and the ongoing project to restock seven local food pantries.  
 

The Christmas Shoppe is serving 60 families in need, providing food for a Christmas meal, 

essentials (paper products, diapers, underwear, socks, blankets, coats, etc.), and some toys. These 

families have been referred through the Oak Ridge Schools, United Way, Aid to Distressed 

Families of Appalachian Counties, Mothers and Infants Sober Together, TORCH, and Nurture the 

Next. The needs of these struggling families are great and growing during the pandemic. Our 

hope is to offer some relief and light at Christmastime, showing the love and true meaning of this 

blessed season. 
 

The Food Pantries project is a partnership between FUMC and United Way to restock seven food 

pantries in Anderson County. Four times in 2020 the shelves have been refilled—each time with 

hundreds of cans of food, hygiene products for school kids, kits for homeless individuals 

(including blankets and hand warmers), and special food bags for families living in hotels. This 

ministry is vital to the survival of many in our community. Before the pandemic, 26% of Anderson 

County residents were considered “working poor”; that number has skyrocketed. These neighbors 

are restaurant workers, retail employees, and other low-paid employees who’ve been laid off for 

part of 2020. More than 80% state that their biggest concern is being able to provide basic needs 

for their families. Please consider donating; every dollar will be used in our community.  

Singing on Christmas Eve 
 

Would you like to sing Silent Night in a Christmas Eve virtual video? By candlelight? We are 

working toward another church-wide video to help us celebrate the coming of the Christ Child. 

Interested or know someone who may be? Contact Jeff Kile (jkile@fumcor.org) for more 

information. 

mailto:oakridgeaddictionrecovery@gmail.com
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