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First Things 
    Christmas Cheer at the Entrances 

Many thanks to Elizabeth Bonner, First Steps Director, and Lori Fowler, First Steps Administrative Assistant, for 

decorating our entrances. Well done! 

Thanksgiving and Christmas Shoppes Update 
 

With the completion of the Christmas Shoppe drive-thru Saturday, we can 

celebrate that our congregation hosted two amazing events that benefited 

many people in our community. Our deepest thanks for Nancy Kile and her 

large team of volunteers for doing so much to make a difference this holiday 

season.  
 

Our Thanksgiving Shoppe supplied 50 families with masks and hand sanitizer, 

food, paper products, kitchen essentials, handmade “Trinity Knitter” scarfs/hats, 

family games, and treats for cats and dogs. Those 50 families included 105 

children, who received coats, shoes, blankets; books; socks; and underwear.   
 

Our Christmas Shoppe supplied 60 families with all that was in the Thanksgiving 

baskets as well as children’s toothbrushes, stuffed animals, and stress balls for 

adults. Those 60 families included 83 children, who received coats or shoes; 

socks and underwear; books; and specially selected toys.    
 

All this was made possible by a host of folks. Working from home, church 

members rolled towel sets, put together craft kits, knitted hats and scarves, and 

supported these ministries financially. Both Social Concerns and Missions 

committees contributed financial support. Following distracting guidelines, 

church members shopped, collected donations, and used their homes for 

storage.  
 

We also wish to thank the following businesses and community groups for their 

contributions and work: Belk, Costco, Dr. William Lenihan, Diversacare of Oak 

Ridge, East Tennessee Pediatric Dentists, First Presbyterian Church of Oak Ridge, 

Kroger, Oak Ridge Package Store, Pet Supply Plus, Publix, Rotary Lunch Club, 

Sew Good Masks, three Scout troops, the Unitarian Universalist Church of Oak 

Ridge, and the United Way.  
 

We praise God for everyone who made these special ministries a reality.  
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Hospitalized 
 

No one that we know of 

 

Our Gifts 
Offering this Week $22,930.20 
2020 Year to Date $1,243,409 
2019 Year to Date    $1,261,500 

2021 Financial Stewardship 
Update 

A big thank you to all of you, members and 

friends, who have turned in the 2021 

Estimate of Giving cards. We are pleased to 

report we have received 233 Estimates of 

Giving (representing 81% of our goal of 290) 

for a total of $1,082,383 (representing 91% of 

our $1.2 million goal). We are only 9% away 
from our $1.2M goal! 

In-Person Small Group 
Meetings Suspended  

 

Our building is now closed to all persons except 

staff, First Steps Child Development Center, 

Food for Kids, and Wednesday Night 

Community Meal prep teams. The Church 

Council voted to suspend all in-person 

gatherings in the church building. Small groups 

of 15 persons or fewer had been allowed under 

a previous vote. However, members of the 

Council think it is prudent, considering the rise 

of COVID infections in our community, to 

return to our previous building closure, 

eliminating all small group gatherings.  

Church-wide Advent Study 
Underway  

 

Join Rev. Chris Black on Sunday evenings at 
7:30 p.m. for an Advent study. This four-
week experience is using Rev. Adam 
Hamilton’s book Incarnation: Rediscovering 
the Significance of Christmas. The link for 
this Zoom class is available in the Virtual 
Chapel on the church website. Chris would 
love to have you join him each week for a 
great discussion and the joy we discover in 
virtual fellowship. Although we are miles 
apart, it is wonderful to study and pray 
together as we prepare to celebrate the 
birth of our Savior. 


