
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    

WORDS OF WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

  

OPENING VOLUNTARY 

The Peace May Be Exchanged from Rubrics                     by: Dan Locklair   

  

The Trinity Chimes, the three chimes heard at the opening of the worship service, represent God our Creator,  

Jesus Christ the Redeemer, and the Holy Spirit who sustains us.  

  

CALL TO WORSHIP                                                            from Zechariah 9:9-12 

Come and celebrate, people of God! Sing and shout your praise! 

For our God comes to us: triumphant and victorious, yet gentle and humble of heart. 

God comes bringing peace, offering hope and freedom to all who despair. 

Let’s worship God together! 

  

OPENING HYMN 

Centre of Our Hopes Thou Art                                                                                 RATISBON 

 V. 1  Centre of our hopes thou art, End of our enlarged desires; 

          Stamp thine image on our heart, Fill us now with heavenly fires; 

         Cemented by love divine, Seal our souls for ever thine. 

 V. 2  All our works in thee are wrought, Leveled at one common aim; 

         Every word, and every thought, Purge in the refining flame: 

         Lead us through the paths of peace, On to perfect holiness. 

 V. 3  Let us all together rise, To thy glorious life restored, 

         Here regain our paradise, Here prepare to meet our Lord; 

         Here enjoy the earnest given, Travel hand in hand to heaven! 

  

Welcome! We pray that worship at First United Methodist Church is a blessing for you, even as your presence blesses 

us. Since we remain under pandemic protocols, our time together will differ from our services in the past, but we 

celebrate that God’s gift of grace is enough to sustain us in all circumstances. Wireless hearing aids are available from 

the ushers. If the last year has taught us anything, it is that being together to worship God is an enormous blessing. 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

 

November 14, 2021                          Twenty-Fifth Sunday After Pentecost 

  

 



AFFIRMATION OF FAITH    

We believe in God, the Almighty  

maker of heaven and earth,  

of all that is, seen and unseen.  

  

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, who was conceived of the Holy Spirit,  

born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,  

was crucified, dead, and buried; the third day he rose from the dead,  

he ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of God Almighty.  

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,   

and his kingdom will have no end.  

  

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church,  

the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,  

the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

  

  

GLORIA IN EXCELSIS DEO                                                                                                                    TULANE 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

CONFESSION AND PARDON 

Holy God, you know us better than we know ourselves. You see our need when we are 

blind to it. You have made us to be yours. In your compassion, forgive us for our lack 

of faith and the harm we do to ourselves, others, and to your earth. Forgive us for 

turning away from your desires, for ignoring the cries of our neighbors, for failing to 

listen to what is most nourishing even for ourselves. Open our eyes to our faults and to 

your mercy. In Jesus' holy name. Amen. 

  

Silence for Personal Confession. 

  

  

 



FIRST READING                                                                              ROMANS 15:4-7, 13 

Everything written before our time was written for our instruction, that we might derive 

hope from the lessons of patience and the words of encouragement in the scriptures. May 

God, the source of all strength and encouragement, enable you to live in perfect harmony 

with one another according to the Spirit of Christ Jesus, so that with one heart and one 

voice, you may praise the God of our Savior Jesus Christ. Accept one another as Christ 

accepted us, for the glory of God. May the God of hope fill you with such peace and joy in 

your faith, that you may be filled with hope by the power of the Holy Spirit. 

  

 

ANTHEM                                                                                                 by: Aaron Thompson 

Tree of Life                                  arr. by: Ed Bolduc 

Turn our hearts, turn our minds, make us branches holding fast to the vine. Patient keeper, 

draw us to your tender mercy, Tree of Life. We remember we are mortal, breath of God 

but of the earth. Through the desert we must travel, tasting hunger, knowing thirst. We are 

sinful, we are prideful. We have all gone astray. Deep within us we are needful of a clean 

heart day by day. As we travel on our journey take our hearts and make them new. Jesus 

walked this road before us as our God, but human, too. 

  

 

SECOND READING                                                                                          COLOSSIANS 2:1-7 

I want you to know how hard I am struggling for you and for the Laodiceans, and for the 

many others who have never seen me personally. I work so that their hearts will be 

strengthened, so that they will be knit together in love, enriched with full assurance by their 

knowledge of the mystery of God—namely Christ—in whom every treasure of wisdom 

and knowledge is hidden. I say this so that no one deceives you with persuasive arguments. 

I may be absent in body, but I am with you in spirit. I rejoice in seeing your good discipline 

and your firm faith in Christ. Since you have received Christ Jesus, live your whole life in 

our Savior. Send your root deep and grow strong in Christ—firmly established in the faith 

you’ve been taught, and full of thanksgiving. 

  



 

 

SERMON                               Annoying Earworm or Hopeful Soundtrack? 

  

   PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 

  

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will 

be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us 

our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and 

the glory, forever. Amen. 

  

  

TIME OF COMMITMENT 

  

 

OFFERTORY & DOXOLOGY 

Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow                                          LASST UNS ERFREUEN 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 

Praise God, all creatures here below: Alleluia! Alleluia! 

Praise God, the source of all our gifts! 

Praise Jesus Christ, whose power uplifts! 

Praise the Spirit, Holy Spirit! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia 

  

  



HYMN OF DISCIPLESHIP, NO. 87                                                                                  

What Gift Can We Bring?                                                                     ANNIVERSARY SONG 

 



 



BENEDICTION  

  

CLOSING VOLUNTARY                  

How Firm a Foundation                                       arr. by: Jeffrey Blersch 

  

  

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

WORSHIP LEADERS 

  Preacher: Rev. Mark Flynn, Lead Pastor  

  Liturgist: Rev. Jenny Caughman, Spiritual Care Pastor 

  Music:  Rev. Seth O’Kegley-Gibson, Pastor of Music & Worship 

    Josh Sumter, Music Associate & Organist  

    Members of the Parish Adult Choir 

  

  

Floral arrangements are given to the glory of God by Rudy and Cara Weigel in memory of their parents,  

Rudolf & Gisela Weigel and Oscar Dornblaser & Golde Dornblaser Montgomery. 

  

  

      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  
(Lyrics reprinted under CCLI #1524077) 


