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Coping With Grief During The 
Holidays

Our congregation will offer a one-hour program, 
“Coping with Grief During the Holidays” on Monday, 
November 29 from 6:30 to 7:30 pm. Retired grief 
counselor Steve Herbes will lead the program. 
Steve will lead a discussion about the challenges 
we face during the holidays and share some coping 
strategies. 

Grief is often challenging, 
especially during the 
holiday season. On 
top of that burden, the 
pandemic also disrupted 
our normal process for 
grieving, such as limiting 
our ability to attend 
receiving of friends and 
funerals. 

Participants may attend in person in the multi-
purpose room or watch via livestream through our 
website. This program is free and open to all, so 
please invite anyone who will benefit. We hope it 
will be helpful for those at any stage of the grieving 
process. To better help us estimate the number 
attending, please call the church office and let us 
know you will join us.  

Christmas Shoppe Is  
Just Around The Corner

On Saturday, December 18, our church family will 
continue a long tradition of loving generosity by 
hosting our annual Christmas Shoppe. 
 
Our goal is to provide 60 struggling families in our 
community food and paper product baskets, as well 
as requested clothing and toys for their children. 
Referrals from area agencies are beginning to roll 
in—just in time for some early, Black Friday shopping 
sales! Our Christmas Shoppe Committee suggests 
you and/or your small group spend $75.00-$100.00 
per child.
 
Items are due back to the church between Nov. 30- 
Dec. 12th.
 
Please use the sign-up link found on our church 
website to participate in this wonderful tradition of 
caring. And keep checking back to that site, many 
more children will be added over the following 
weeks. Or, if you prefer, you may make a financial 
donation toward this effort, and our Christmas 
Shoppe Committee will do the shopping for you. 
Please note “Christmas Shoppe” in the memo line of 
your check or go to the “Give” tab on our website and  
click to make an “online donation,” choosing “Cmas & 
Thanksgiving Shoppe.”
 
With Thanks,
The Christmas Shoppe Committee Celebrating Our Thanksgiving Shoppe! 

This Monday, over 100 children were given new 
coats, blankets, underwear, socks, and a book—
through YOUR generosity! Not only that, each of their 
families was able to gather to enjoy a Thanksgiving 
feast, complete with paper and cleaning products. 

The goal of our 
Thanksgiving Shoppe 
was to send a 
message of love to 
all members of these 
families. A big “thank 
you” to all who made 
that possible! 

Monday, 
November 29 at 

6:30 pm in the 
Multipurpose 

Room

Weekly Worship Mailing

Prior to the pandemic, the church office mailed 
copies of the bulletin and sermon to homebound 
and shut-in members. As things slowly creep toward 
a sense of normalcy, this helpful mailing will resume!

If you or someone you know would like to receive a 
paper copy of the sermon and bulletin each week, 
please contact the main office at (865) 483-4357 or 
email our Office Manager, Josh Sumter (jsumter@
fumcor.org).



Important COVID Protocol 
Changes Announced

Since vaccinations are now available for children 
ages 5-11, our Church Council voted last week via 
email to make a series of tiered changes to our 
COVID protocols. 
 
First, limitations on the number of people who are 
allowed to attend worship services and other events 
will be dropped for after Sunday, December 5 in time 
for this year’s Christmas at First Church concerts held 
on Saturday, December 11th at 3 pm and Sunday, 
December 12th at 7 pm. This means attendance 
limitations will also be dropped for Christmas Eve 
worship services. 
 
Second, mask restrictions will be removed in the 
church building following Christmas Eve services. 
However, masks are strongly encouraged for those 
who are unvaccinated. Both Keystone Adult Day 
Program and First Steps Child Development Center 
are exceptions to this policy—masks will continue to 
be required in these locations. 
 
Likewise, let us also continue to exercise loving 
hospitality and common sense by wearing a mask for 
14 days after exposure to someone with suspected 
or confirmed COVID-19 or until a negative test 
result. And remember: fully vaccinated people might 
continue to choose to mask if they or someone 
in their household is immunocompromised or at 
increased risk for severe disease, or if someone in 
their household is unvaccinated. 
 
Finally, food and drink restrictions will be lifted 
on Sunday, January 2. This means that coffee and 
doughnuts will return to our Welcome Center that 
morning. 

Thank you for your continued patience and 
faithfulness during this challenging time.

Sunday Morning Host Search Begins

Following the Church Council’s lifting of food and 
drink restriction after Sunday, January 2, our Staff-
Parish Relations Committee is looking to hire a new 
Sunday Morning Host. This person takes a lead on 
our Sunday morning hospitality: greeting people, 
overseeing coffee and doughnut preparations, 
and helping those who need assistance. If you are 
interested, please contact our church office.

Mission Trip News

I recently received a phone call from UMCOR Sager 
Brown Supply Depot where many of our members 
have worked during the last 15 years. The phone 
call was to thank the FUMC congregation for their 
generosity this last year. Since we could not travel 
to and work at Sager Brown Depot in Baldwin, 
Louisiana, as planned in November, the team 
members volunteered to send their personal travel 
dollars to help purchase kit supplies. In addition, the 
our congregation generously donated a significant 
amount of money to help support the purchase of kit 
supplies, the total amount exceeding $8,300. Using 
these funds, the 
Sager Brown 
staff was able to 
respond to the 
many requests 
for flood buckets 
and hygiene kits. 
The staff was 
able to assemble 
the supplies for kits and deliver them to by nearby 
churches for assembly and verification. The staff 
then sent the finished kits out to various points 
of need.  What a blessing to the many flood and 
hurricane victims!

–Maxine Schultz, Sager Brown Mission Team Leader

Got Yarn?

Trinity Knitters of FUMC can use your yarn or 
financial donation to bring love and warmth to 
our Oak Ridge Community. We knit prayer shawls 
for people in crisis and people in mourning. We 
donate scarves, hats, and baby blankets via schools, 
TORCH, FUMC Thanksgiving and Christmas Shoppes, 
Keystone, and more. Any weight or color of yarn is 
appreciated and will go to good use. Donations can 
be made at the church office or can be picked up by 
Bonnie Schreiber (865-482-2349) or Donna Wiffen 
(865-719-8130). Thank you!

Abounding in Hope

Our Finance Committee is very pleased to celebrate 
the results of our Abounding In Hope financial 
stewardship campaign to fund next year’s ministries. 
We have received 189 Estimates of Giving, which 
represents 69% of our goal of 275. Those Those 
Estimates of Giving total $967,806, which equals 81% 
of our $1,200,000 goal. If you have not yet returned 
yours, there is still time! Call the Church’s Finance 
and Administration Office, visit fumcor.org/give. 



Poinsettias for Advent and Christmas

We decorate our worship spaces for the Advent and 
Christmas seasons with beautiful red poinsettias. 
You have two opportunities to give. Smaller 
poinsettias may be purchased in memory or honor 
of a loved one. To order your poinsettias, please visit 
our website, call the church office, or use the paper 
sign-up at the back of each worship space Nov. 21 
and 28. You can pay by credit card when you order 

online or you can send in 
a check to FUMCOR with 
“poinsettias” in the memo 
line. After the worship 
service that you choose 
during registration, you may 
take the poinsettias home 
with you or leave them for 
us to use again.
 

We use larger poinsettias on the flower stands in the 
Nave. You can reserve these for $35 each by visiting 
the “Altar Flower Signup” on our church website. 
You may take these after the Sunday that you 
choose. Thanks for your help in making Advent and 
Christmas even more beautiful.

Our Church’s Digital Ministry

Our church is continuing to build a comprehensive 
digital ministry, capable of touching lives worldwide.  
In addition to our livestreamed worship services, we 
also:

• host a weekly Facebook Live session in which 
Mark talks with a member of our staff, church, 
or community (Thursdays at 11:00am; viewable 
anytime after)

• post a weekly “Lectio Divina” guided meditation 
to boost your prayer life

• share a weekly “Morning Coffee” video full of 
news and inspiration

Please visit our website to find these and more!

Check Out Our New Library Additions 

• When Helping Hurts by Corbett and Fikkert
• Everything Happens For A Reason by Kate Bowler
• Everybody Always: Becoming Love In a World Full of 

Setbacks and Difficult People by Bob Goff

Thanks for the Helping Hand

As we enter the season of Thanksgiving, I wanted to take this opportunity to express my gratitude 
for the Helping Hands Ministry. Last weekend, several members selflessly gave their time and 
skills to rake leaves, trim bushes, and mow my lawn. In addition, I enjoyed their visit. Their 
cheerful and giving spirit to serve others was a real blessing to me. God Bless! 

--Mona Leake

Lectio Divina for Advent

Our church will be offering a guided prayer 
experience for Advent, accessible through our 
website.  This Lectio Divina series will help each of us 
prepare spiritually for the coming of the Christ child.  
Lectio Divina, Latin for “divine reading,” is a way of 
praying that uses scripture as a guide. The idea is 
to open ourselves up to the voice of God through 
prayerful engagement with a sacred text.
 
A new guided scripture reading will be made 
available three times a week, each Sunday, Tuesday, 
and Thursday, from November 30th through January 
1st.  

Come, meet the living God through scripture and 
prepare a home for the Christ child in your heart.

Christmas Crafts with Kids

All families with children are invited to attend 
Christmas Crafts with Kids hosted by the Families 
with small kids Sunday School class on Saturday, 
December 18th from 
3:00pm-4:30pm in the Multi-
Purpose Room. Join the 
fun and make gingerbread 
houses and other Christmas 
crafts, or just hang out while 
the kids run around in the 
gym. 

Please note that Covid 
protocols are still in place, so please bring your own 
snacks and beverages, and anyone over 2 years old 
should wear a mask. With questions or to RSVP, 
contact Caroline Beidler at 608-977-0673.



Christmas Special Offering: 
Restocking Local Food Pantries

Providing basic needs for their family is an 
overwhelming daily concern for some of our very-
nearby neighbors. To love and to minister to these 
friends who are in crisis, our church’s Christmas 
offering will be used to 
restock 18 Anderson 
County food pantries. 

During the last year, our 
county pantries served 
approximately 4,500 
families per month and 
expect to be called upon even more frequently in 
2022. At year-end, some forms of support will expire, 
amplifying the already-dire situation. 

Did you know that 22% of Anderson County’s 
children are living in poverty and suffering from food 
insecurity and 32% of our residents are considered 
working poor? Our church’s donations are crucial at 
this time and will make an immediate difference. 

Please give generously to help feed the many hungry 
families close to home. Make checks payable to 
FUMC (memo: Christmas offering). 

Did you know that 
22% of Anderson 
County’s children 
are living in 
poverty?

In the Hospitals

We know of no one in the 
hospital at this time.

Our Gifts
Offering This Week:  $ 22,356
2021 Year to Date: $1,186,351
2020 Year to Date: $1,206,675
Monthly Mission Offering:$1295

Worship for November 28
The First Sunday in Advent

Sermon: Change is Coming 
Scripture: Luke 21:25-36

8:45 & 11:15 am Traditional Services
9:45 Contemporary Service

Preaching: Mark Flynn, Lead Pastor

Pastors
Mark Flynn, lead

Jenny Caughman, spiritual care
Seth O’Kegley-Gibson, worship

Contact Information
865.483.4357  www.fumcor.org

Pastor on call: 865.272.9862

A Service of Lessons and Carols

To mark the beginning of Advent, the community and 
congregation are invited to a Service of Lessons and 
Carols. This festive service will take place on Sunday, 
December 5th at 7:00p.m. in the Sanctuary. 

Included will be traditional Advent scripture 
readings alternating with 
congregational carols, as 
well as Christmas music 
performed by instrumentalists 
and vocalists. We will also 
have a brass ensemble. Come 
join us for a joyful celebration 
of Advent!
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Parade Participants

First United Methodist Church of Oak Ridge will 
participate in the Oak Ridge Christmas Parade on 
Saturday, December 11th. We need volunteers 
to help decorate the church float as well as have 
participants walk the parade route to hand out 
candy. If you would like to donate candy, please 
leave it in the front office by Sunday, December 
5th. Email Shelby Fowler at sfowler@fumcor.org to 
volunteer.


