
Worship Schedule 
Beginning January 2

8:45 am: Traditional service in the Sanctuary 
10:00 am: Sunday School 

11:00 am: Contemporary service in the MPR 
11:00 am: Traditional service in the Sanctuary
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Sunday, December 26
One worship service beginning at 11:15 am, featuring a 

host of Christmas carols.

Sunday, January 2 and beyond
Our new worship schedule begins, and we celebrate the 
new year with a return of coffee and doughnuts in the 

Welcome Center.

End Of Year Financial Information
One of those great blessings 
is to be a part of such a 
wonderful Church family 
that wants to reach out and 
share the message of Jesus 
Christ with the world. We 
want to thank all of you who make our ministry and vital 
programs possible! To that end, we are so very pleased to 
let you know where we stand in our 2021 “Abounding In 
Hope” financial stewardship campaign.  

As of Wednesday, December 22, we have received 229 
Estimates of Giving, which represents 84% of our goal of 
275. Those Estimates represent $1,081,762, which is 90% 
of our $1,200,000 goal. Our thanks to all of you who have 
already made your estimates! We could not have arrived 
at this wonderful point without you.

Of course, we know quite a few people wait (for tax and 
estate planning reasons) until the latter half of December 
to make their next year’s Estimate of Giving. If that is the 
case for you and your family, we respectfully encourage 
you to please contact our Finance and Administration 
office by December 29. The staff will only work a half-day 
on December 30 and the office is closed on December 31. 
Please help us continue sharing the blessings of Christ by 
supporting our 2022 budget. 

Above all, let us all offer ourselves in service to God so 
that the world will experience the good news of Christ! 

Blessings and Peace, 

Keith Jeter    Jessica Williams
Church Council Chair    Finance Committee Chair 

Flowers for Contemporary Worship
We are excited to begin a new flower ministry in the 
multi-purpose room for Contemporary Worship starting 
in January. Just as we have done 
with traditional worship in the 
sanctuary, we will have online 
sign-ups for flowers on the 
altar in the MPR. You can make 
donations in honor or memory 
of someone, and we will coordinate with Mott’s floral. 
Please visit “Altar Flowers Sign-up” under “Ministries” on 
our website to reserve your spots.

Missions and Tornado Relief
On December 10, an outbreak of tornadoes devastated 
large swaths of Tennessee and Kentucky, killing an 
injuring many and leaving thousands without homes. 
The United Methodist Committee on Relief (UMCOR) has 
already made emergency grants to conferences to help 
with immediate needs of survivors and will continue to be 
partners in the recovery process for the long haul.

Our Missions Committee has sent $900 to UMCOR and 
encourages individuals to make contributions as well. 
Please contribute generously by sending checks to our 
church (write to FUMC with the memo: Advance #901670), 
or by mailing checks directly to UMCOR (The Advance, 458 
Ponce de Leon Avenue, NE, Atlanta, GA 30308).

Welcome New Members
We welcome Alan Owen 
along with Ben and Mallory 
Vaigneur as new members 
of our church!  They joined 
on December 12 at the 11:15 
Traditional Worship service. 
We are grateful!
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In Loving Memory
Betty Oakberg

who joined the First Church family 
May 11, 1953, and died  

December 18, 2021. 

Bill Boyle
who joined the First Church family 

August 20, 1978, and died  
December 15, 2021. 

In the Hospitals
Joanne King and Marilyn Nagle, 

dismissed

Our Gifts
Offering This Week:  $15,516
2021 Year to Date: $1,286,260
2020 Year to Date: $1,278,356
Monthly Mission Offering:       $980
Christmas offering: $2273

Worship for December 26
The First Sunday After Christmas

Sermon: Christmas in the Trenches 
Scripture: Colossians 3:12-17 

11:15 am Combined Worship Service

Preaching: Jenny Caughman, Spiritual Care Pastor

Pastors
Mark Flynn, lead

Jenny Caughman, spiritual care
Seth O’Kegley-Gibson, worship

Contact Information
865.483.4357  www.fumcor.org

Pastor on call: 865.272.9862

Christmas Special Offering
To love and to minister to our neighbors in crisis, 
FUMC’s Christmas offering will be used to restock 18 
Anderson County food pantries. Our church’s donations 
are crucial and will make an immediate difference. 
Please give generously to help feed the many hungry 
families close to home. Make checks payable to FUMC 
(memo: Christmas offering).

December Special Offering
Clinch River Habitat for Humanity (a merger of 
HFH of Anderson County and Roane County HFH) 
is an ecumenical ministry that builds, repairs, and 
rehabilitates simple, decent, and affordable houses with 
participating families of all faiths. Working alongside 
volunteers, Clinch River Habitat homeowners put in 
400 hours of sweat equity as they help build their own 
homes.

CRHFH’s mission is to put God’s love into action by 
developing partnerships built on mutual respect and 
by empowering those served with self-reliance and a 
vested interest in their future.
 
To donate, make checks payable to FUMC (memo: 
Habitat for Humanity). You also are encouraged to 
volunteer your time (https://clinchriverhfh.org).

Clean Water for the Home
Clean Water for the Home (CWFTH) has been providing 
potable water filters for families in Honduras since 2010. 
There, families have great difficulty accessing safe water, 
and water-borne diseases remain the leading cause of 
illness.

The Sawyer PointONE filters that CWFTH provides have 
tubes with a high density of 0.1 micron pores which 
allows a good flow rate while preventing all bacteria and 
parasites from passing through. One user reported, “We 
have had no parasites since getting our filter.” Another 
said, “The filter has been great for me, but even better 
for my children.”

CWFTH prioritizes serving families with children under 
the age of five. However, there are many families 
in need who have older children, handicapped 
members, and elderly persons. To date, the project has 
delivered over 1,800 filters, serving 4,000 children in 
22 communities. Four trained pastors and a layperson 
carry out this vital work. Throughout Honduras, training 
classes for families continue, and CWFTH provides the 
filters, buckets, parts, and repair parts.

The in-country pastor/director receives a small stipend 
for his work but depends on contributions to purchase 
everything needed and to cover some travel expenses. 
Each $50 will purchase one complete, new filter 
system. Contact: Steve or Lou Ann Cristy (865.406.3666, 
cleanwaterfth@bellsouth.net)


