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Special Birthday Announcement

Church member Seth Wheatley 
will turn 100 years old on February 
15th. Because of COVID, he will 
not have a big celebration. Please 
help make this day memorable 
by sending Seth a card honoring 
his 100th birthday. Seth’s address 
is:  214 Outer Dr., Oak Ridge, TN. 
Thank you so much for helping him 
celebrate this incredible milestone.

In response to the recent disturbing actions by the Holston United Methodist Home for Children, and the lack of clarity that they are no 
longer affiliated with the United Methodist Church, our Church Council unanimously approved the following resolution:

The Church Council of First United Methodist Church of Oak Ridge,  
 
Whereas the Holston United Methodist Home for Children in Greeneville, TN, has existed as a  haven for children since 
1895 by housing children experiencing homelessness, supporting  persons seeking to adopt children both domestically 
and internationally, offering counseling  through “adventure” activities, facilitating the training and certification for 
foster families, and  providing group care for children; 
 
Whereas we are guided by the document, The Social Principles, which was adopted by the  General Conference of the 
United Methodist Church in 2004 and amended and readopted in 2012; 
 
Whereas the United Methodist Church supports and encourages adoption by all persons who demonstrate the 
attitudes, behaviors, and assets of parental love; parental responsibility; encouragement of identity development of 
the child; physical, emotional, and economic security of the child; educational growth of the child; and socialization of 
the child;1 
 
Whereas we accept the freedom and power God gives us to resist evil, injustice, and oppression in whatever forms 
they present themselves, as affirmed in the vows of our United Methodist Baptismal Covenant, and view discrimination 
against people based solely upon religion, sex, sexual orientation, gender identity, or same-sex marriage status as evil; 
 
Whereas the Holston United Methodist Home for Children has taken legal action against the United States 
Department of Health and Human Services to engage in discriminatory practices around adoption services for same-
sex families; and 
 
Whereas the Holston United Methodist Home for Children has allegedly denied adoption services to persons based on 
their religious practices; now, therefore, be it 
 
Resolved, that the Church Council of First United Methodist Church of Oak Ridge, 
 

1. denounces the legal actions of the Holston United Methodist Home for Children against federal 
regulations to prohibit discrimination in programs funded by Department of Health and Human Services 
grants; 

2. denounces the rejection of adoption services to families based on their religious practices; 
3. calls on the Holston United Methodist Home for Children to end discriminatory practices in their foster, 

adoption, and counseling services; and 
4. calls on state and federal legislatures to pass legislation that protects all persons from discrimination 

based on their religion, sex, sexual orientation, gender identity, or same-sex marriage status.   
 

Passed unanimously on January 25, 2022.

Facilities Work Accomplished In 2021
The excellent, behind-the-scenes work of the Trustees 
and Maintenance staff often go unnoticed. The list of 
their 65 separate accomplishments in 2021 is long and 
detailed. Here are a couple of highlights: Installed four 
new LED light packs for First Steps sidewalks, a dozen new 
shelves in five classrooms, a gas grill for outdoor cooking, 
two multipurpose picnic tables, a backup assist camera 
on the box truck, custom-built wooden shelves for the 
office, emergency lights in hallways and stairwells, and an 
emergency boiler shutdown safety switch. 

See the full list at https://fumcor.org/facilities-2021/
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Worship for January 30
Fourth Sunday After Epiphany

Sermon:  Everything is Sacramental
Scripture: Psalm 19

8:45 & 11:00 am Traditional Services
11:00 am Contemporary Service

Preaching: Mark Flynn, Lead Pastor

Pastors
Mark Flynn, lead

Jenny Caughman, spiritual care
Seth O’Kegley-Gibson, worship

Contact Information
865.483.4357  www.fumcor.org

Pastor on call: 865.272.9862

In the Hospitals 
We know of no one in the 

hospitals at this time.

Our Gifts
Offering This Week:  $21,353
2022 YTD offering:  $94,305
2021 YTD offering:  $116,945
Monthly Mission Offering:  $840

Introducing Edna Earl Donaghe
Many long-term church members 
have fond memories of birthday 
phone calls from Norma Jeanne 
Grassel. When Norma Jean was no 
longer able to make these calls, 
Stephen Minister Michele Boliak 
took it upon herself to transition 
those calls to a Card Ministry, and 
began sending birthday cards to 

members of FUMC. Recently, Michele and her husband 
moved to Ohio which left us without anyone to serve in 
this capacity. Good news! Edna Earl Donaghe, a resident 
of Canterfield who joined FUMC on September 29th, 
2019, stepped forward. So, if you are blessed to receive 
a birthday card in the next few months, thank Edna Earl!

FirstYouth have safely returned from the Resurrection 
conference held this past weekend. It was the first 
time attending for Kelsey. She and the nine youth that 
attended all had a great time. FirstYouth would like to 
thank their chaperones for helping over the weekend. 
We are already planning next year’s trip! We also thank 
the congregation for all your thoughts and prayers while 
we were away.

February Special Offering
Each month, special offerings are collected to benefit 
charities outside the Church. The February special 
offering will support the Free Medical Clinic of Oak 
Ridge. The Free Medical Clinic provides no-charge 
medical care for low-income and uninsured residents of 
Anderson, Morgan, and Roane counties in Tennessee. 
Since its opening in 2010 (with many volunteers from 
our church), the clinic has grown to include three 
locations in Oak Ridge, Briceville, and Harriman. The 
Free Clinic has provided over 50,000 patient encounters 
and 30 million dollars worth of primary medical care to 
community members. The Clinic is the only healthcare 
facility that many of our neighbors have to help them 
with medical care. The Free Medical Clinic volunteers 
and your contributions make this care possible. For 
more information, please visit the clinic’s website.

Thursday Live
Feb. 3: Seeking Justice 
with Rev. Neal Christie

Join us for this live chat on our 
Facebook Page and on our 
website: www.fumcor.org

We’re Hiring!
Our church is seeking a responsible custodian who will 
maintain and protect our facilities. We seek a candidate 
who is thorough in working, cleaning, maintaining, and 
preparing the spaces for their daily use. The emphasis 
of this job is on cleaning, set up/tear down of rooms, 
stepping in to do general maintenance of the facilities 
as requested. Please contact the church office for a job 
description and other details, and please help us spread 
the word!


