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“The Bible for Critical Thinkers” 
Begins Again

Rev. Mark Flynn will soon begin the next phase of his “The 
Bible For Critical Thinkers” study. This seven-week study 
explores the life of Jesus that corresponds to the season 
of Lent through Easter morning. Topics include the three 
unique forms of God’s grace, humility, sacrificial love, and 
the events of Holy Week. 
 
Through a weekly video available on our website, Rev. 
Flynn will guide participants in how to approach the 
daily Bible readings found in the free study booklet. 
Students will have two live discussion options. On Monday 
evenings, beginning February 28, an online class led by 
Rev. Flynn will meet from 7-8 p.m. Or, join Rev. Flynn for 
an in-person conversation on Wednesday mornings at 
church from 10-11 a.m., beginning March 2. 
 
To enroll for the class, visit the church website and 
click on the Courses tab at the top of the page. The site 
provides access to the weekly video, an electronic version 
of the free study booklet, and the ability to participate in 
the Monday evening virtual class. For a hard copy of the 
booklet, please contact the church office. 

First Steps Looking for New Director 
First Steps Child Development Center is searching for a 
new, full-time Program Director. The job description is 
available on the church website under the Resources tab. 
Click on Careers in the drop-down menu. Please consider 
forwarding this opportunity to work with the best child 
care staff in the region to your friends and family who 
have child care administration backgrounds. And do not 
forget to pray for this next First Steps Director, wherever 
she or he may currently be. Our congregation has 
been blessed in many ways over the years through this 
important ministry. 

Food for Kids will pack 
bags on Monday, 
February 14, starting 
at 12 noon in the 
multipurpose room. 
Delivery will take place Tuesday, February 15, starting at 
8:30 a.m.  Masks are mandatory. Contact Cara Weigel, 
865-481-8108, for questions.

In Need of a “Kitchen Bishop”
A bishop is someone who provides oversight of a 
region of the Church. Our congregation certainly needs 
an overseer of our kitchen! Since returning from our 
pandemic quarantine, the kitchen has been a busy place. 
It is the epicenter for several important, weekly ministries: 
Community Meal, Student Lunch, and Sunday night youth 
meals. A “Kitchen Bishop” would not be responsible for 
cleaning the kitchen and keeping it neat. Rather, they 
would regularly check to make sure those using the 
space have left the kitchen the way they found it, or 
better. If you would like more information on what being 
commissioned “Kitchen Bishop” might mean for you, 
please contact one of our pastoral staff. 

Willing Workers Get Back to Work
Soon the weather will improve and the helpers are ready 
to get to work. If you know of some of our elderly and/
or home bound members in need of a little assistance 
with outdoor projects they are no longer able to do by 
themselves, Willing Workers can help. Limited indoor 
tasks can completed as well depending on safety 
concerns and needs.  Please call Mark Diemer at 483-5410 
if we can assist you or if you would like to pitch in.  We will 
schedule an organized activity day for late March or early 
April. Thanks and blessings to you all!

Food for Kids: February 14-15
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Worship for February 13
Sixth Sunday After Epiphany

Sermon:  Does the Bible Really Mean That?
Scripture:  Jeremiah 17:5-10, Psalm 1, Luke 6:17-26

8:45 & 11:00 am Traditional Services
11:00 am Contemporary Service

Preaching: Jenny Caughman

Pastors
Mark Flynn, lead

Jenny Caughman, spiritual care
Seth O’Kegley-Gibson, worship

Contact Information
865.483.4357  www.fumcor.org

Pastor on call: 865.272.9862

In the Hospitals 
Dave Tull

In Loving Memory

Richard Taylor 
who joined the First Church family 
April 23, 1972, and died February 

6, 2022. We extend love and 
sympathy to Janna and all of his 

family and friends.

Our Gifts
Offering This Week:  $56,674.58 
2022 YTD offering:  $174,634 
2021 YTD offering:  $160,184 
Monthly Mission Offering:  $765

Grief Support Group
Losing someone we love is never easy – and the 
pandemic has not made it easier. Recognizing the value 
of both learning about the grief experience and meeting 
with others who are also grieving, FUMC will offer a Grief 
Support Group starting in February. The Group is led by 
retired counselor Steve Herbes and will meet virtually. 
The group begins on February 21 and will meet on 
Mondays from 6:30 – 8:00 p.m. for 7 weeks. The group 
provides participants an opportunity to understand the 
grief experience and a safe, supportive community in 
which to express and explore their grief. It is open to 
those who lost a loved one in the last year, or perhaps 
years earlier. There is no cost to participate, but pre-
registration is requested. For more information or to 
register, contact the church office, Rev. Jenny Caughman, 
or sign up under the Courses tab on our website.

Plan Your Ash Wednesday Participation 
March 2 is still several weeks away, but now is the time to decide which of our three Ash Wednesday 
services you will attend! For those who like to receive ashes prior to going to work or as they get off 
the night shift, there will be a 7-7:15 a.m. service in the Chapel. The 12:15-12:45 p.m. Service of Ashes 
in the Sanctuary is a helpful option for those who can get away during mid-day. While each of these earlier 
options are quite simple, we offer a full Ash Wednesday worship service from 7-8 p.m. in the Sanctuary. Decide 
now which will work best for you and commit yourself to offering God your best in the upcoming Lenten season.

Confirmation Class for Adults
Are you new to Methodism or even to the Christian 
faith? Have you been a member of First Church but 
never truly learned what Methodists believe and 
practice? Rev. Seth O’Kegley-Gibson is offering his new 
program, “The Way: United Methodist Confirmation 
for Adults,” during the Lenten season. Participants 
will explore history, tradition, reason, experience, and 
scripture in this seven-week program. 

Participants should plan to commit to one in-person 
session each week and digital content in between. 
There is a track for persons who wish to be baptized 
and confirmed on Easter, for those who wish to take 
membership vows, and for those who just want to learn 
more and deepen their Methodist faith. Learn more and 
register for this experience under the Courses tab on 
our website. 


