
 

  
Welcome! We pray that worship at First United Methodist Church is a blessing for you, even as your presence blesses 

us. Since we remain under pandemic protocols, our time together will differ from our services in the past, but we 
celebrate that God’s gift of grace is enough to sustain us in all circumstances. Wireless hearing aids are available from 
the ushers. If the last year has taught us anything, it is that being together to worship God is an enormous blessing.  

  
WORDS OF WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS 
  
OPENING VOLUNTARY 
Chorale Prelude: Were God not with us at this time, BuxWV 222                        by: Dietrich 
Buxtehude 

  
  

The Trinity Chimes, the three chimes heard at the opening of the worship service, represent God our Creator,  
Jesus Christ the Redeemer, and the Holy Spirit who sustains us.  

  
  

CALL TO WORSHIP                                                          
Rejoice, O Jerusalem, and come together all you that love her; 
We who have been in sorrow may now rejoice.  
Rejoice, distressed and joyful souls, and be consoled by her embrace. 
We rejoiced at the things that were said to us: let us go into the house of the Lord. 
  

HYMN OF DISCIPLESHIP, NO. 378                                                                               vs. 1, 2, 4, 6 
  Amazing Grace                      NEW BRITAIN 

1. Amazing grace! How sweet the sound 
that saved a wretch like me! 

I once was lost, but now am found; 
was blind, but now I see. 

2. 'Twas grace that taught my heart to fear, 
and grace my fears relieved; 

how precious did that grace appear 
the hour I first believed. 
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4. The Lord has promised good to me, 
his word my hope secures; 

he will my shield and portion be, 
as long as life endures. 

6. When we've been there ten thousand years, 
bright shining as the sun, 

we've no less days to sing God's praise 
than when we'd first begun. 

 
OPENING PRAYER 

O God, who through your son, Jesus Christ, reconciled the human race to yourself in mercy and 
grace, grant, we pray, that with prompt devotion and eager faith we may hasten toward Holy 
Week and Easter with the hope of reconciliation. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who 
lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

 
    CONFESSION AND PARDON 

Merciful God, 
we confess that we have not loved you with our whole heart. 
We have failed to be an obedient church. 
We have failed to do your will, 
we have broken your law, 
we have rebelled against your love, 
we have not loved our neighbors, 
and we have not heard the cry of the needy. 
Forgive us, we pray. 
Free us for joyful obedience, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

  
 ANTHEM                                                               by: Claudio Monteverdi 
 God of Mercy                           arr. by: Hal Hopson 

God, have mercy. To You I call: forgive my sin, blot out my transgressions. Lord, restore the 
joy of my salvation. May I always sing your praise. God, have mercy. Hide not your face from 
me. O God, hear me. Lord, in you I rejoice; God of truth, God of mercy, I will praise you; I 
will sing to you; I will go to your house; I will praise you. God, have mercy. To You I call: 
forgive my sin, blot out my transgressions. Lord, restore the joy of my salvation. May I always 
sing your praise. God, have mercy. Hide not your face from me. O God, hear me.  
  

 FIRST LESSON                                                               JOSHUA 5:9-12 
  

   PSALM 32  
  

  
  
  
  
  



The one whose wrongdoing is forgiven, whose sin is covered over, is truly happy! The one the 
Lord doesn’t consider guilty— in whose spirit there is no dishonesty—that one is truly happy! 
When I kept quiet, my bones wore out; I was groaning all day long—every day, every night!— 
because your hand was heavy upon me. My energy was sapped as if in a summer drought. R 
  
So I admitted my sin to you; I didn’t conceal my guilt. “I’ll confess my sins to the Lord, ” is 
what I said. Then you removed the guilt of my sin. That’s why all the faithful should pray to 
you during troubled times, so that a great flood of water won’t reach them. You are my secret 
hideout! You protect me from trouble. You surround me with songs of rescue! R 
 
I will instruct you and teach you about the direction you should go. I’ll advise you and keep 
my eye on you. Don’t be like some senseless horse or mule, whose movement must be 
controlled with a bit and a bridle. Don’t be anything like that! The pain of the wicked is severe, 
but faithful love surrounds the one who trusts the Lord. You who are righteous, rejoice in the 
Lord and be glad! All you whose hearts are right, sing out in joy! R 

  
  GOSPEL READING          LUKE 15:1-3, 11b-32 

 
HYMN OF PREPARATION, NO. 138                                 vs. 1, 3, 4, 6 
  The King of Love My Shepherd Is                                        ST. COLUMBA 

1. The King of love my shepherd is, 
whose goodness faileth never. 

I nothing lack if I am his, 
and he is mine forever. 

3. Perverse and foolish, oft I strayed, 
but yet in love he sought me; 

and on his shoulder gently laid, 
and home, rejoicing, brought me. 

4. In death's dark vale I fear no ill, 
with thee, dear Lord, beside me; 

thy rod and staff my comfort still, 
thy cross before to guide me. 

6. And so through all the length of days, 
thy goodness faileth never; 

Good Shepherd, may I sing thy praise 
within thy house forever. 

 
SERMON                                                  The Hope of Reconciliation 
  
AFFIRMATION OF FAITH 

We believe in God, the Almighty 
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
who was conceived of the Holy Spirit, 



born of the Virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, dead, and buried; 
the third day he rose from the dead, 
he ascended into heaven, 
and is seated at the right hand of God Almighty. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  
Amen. 

  
PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 
 
 THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our 
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 
glory, forever. Amen. 

  

OFFERTORY                  
Cibavit Eos (“He fed them from the fullness of the wheat”)                                   arr. by: Everett Titcomb 

  
LENTEN DOXOLOGY                                                              OLD 100TH 

Praise God throughout these forty days. 
Praise Christ, our Lord, whom God did raise. 
And praise the Spirit who imparts 
God’s love in Christ into our hearts. Amen. 
  

PROCESSIONAL HYMN, NO. 140        
 Great Is Thy Faithfulness                              FAITHFULNESS 

1 Great is thy faithfulness, O God my Father; 
there is no shadow of turning with thee; 

thou changest not, thy compassions, they fail not; 
as thou hast been, thou forever wilt be. 

Refrain: 
Great is thy faithfulness! Great is thy faithfulness! 

Morning by morning new mercies I see; 
all I have needed thy hand hath provided; 
great is thy faithfulness, Lord, unto me! 

2 Summer and winter and springtime and harvest, 
sun, moon, and stars in their courses above 

join with all nature in manifold witness 
to thy great faithfulness, mercy, and love. Refrain 



3 Pardon for sin and a peace that endureth, 
thine own dear presence to cheer and to guide; 

strength for today and bright hope for tomorrow, 
blessings all mine, with ten thousand beside! Refrain 

 
BENEDICTION  
  
   CLOSING VOLUNTARY                  

 Toccata on BRESLAU                                                                     by: Brian Solomons 
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

WORSHIP LEADERS 
  Preacher: Rev. Seth O’Kegley-Gibson, Pastor of Music & Worship 
  Liturgist: Rev. Mark Flynn, Lead Pastor 
    Rev. Jenny Caughman, Spiritual Care Pastor 
  Music:  Roby Maker, Guest Conductor 
    Josh Sumter, Music Associate & Organist  
    Members of the Parish Adult Choir 
  
  
  

Floral arrangements were given to the glory of God by Liz & Don Batchelor in memory of their fathers:  
Dr. Marvin Batchelor and Commander Roy Jackson. 

  

 

  

(Lyrics reprinted under CCLI #1524077) 


