
THINGS
Issue No. 11 March 18, 2022A weekly publication of First United Methodist Church, Oak Ridge, Tennessee

COFFEE AND DONUTS RETURN THIS SUNDAY

A Conversation On The 
Ramifications Of General 

Conference’s Postponement 
As we reported in last week’s newsletter, leaders in the 
United Methodist Church have announced our General 
Conference, long delayed by the pandemic and scheduled 
to take place in August, has been postponed until 2024. 
Although many called for the delay for health and safety 
reasons, the Commission on General Conference cited 
long wait times for international delegates to receive visas 
as the deciding factor. 

There are many ramifications that come with this 
postponement: 1) delegates will not be able to vote 
on the proposed split of the denomination over same-
sex weddings and ordination of LGBTQ persons; 2) 
unhappy UMC conservatives will launch their own “Global 
Methodist Church” denomination on May 1 taking an 
undetermined number of local churches with them; 3) 
those conservative departures mean the 2024 General 
Conference will not need to vote on a split but rather will 
decide how best to change the UMC’s Book of Discipline 
regarding LGBTQ discrimination; and 4) some progressive 
local churches, frustrated they are being told to wait until 
2024 to perform same-sex weddings, are withdrawing 
from the UMC to join fully-inclusive denominations. 

Our church leaders feel it is a good time to have a 
Coffee, Dessert, and Difficult Conversation (CDDC). 
On Wednesday, April 6 at 6 pm, Rev. Mark Flynn will 
offer a presentation on the ramifications of the General 
Conference postponement, answer questions, and allow 
our members to voice their thoughts on what should 
happen next at First UMC, Oak Ridge. This gathering will 
be live-streamed for those who cannot be present. Be 
looking for more information on our next CDDC in the 
coming weeks.

Stephen Ministers Commissioned
Nine new Stephen Ministers were commissioned during 
the contemporary worship service on March 13. These 
individuals completed 50 hours of training in 20 sessions 
beginning last September. Training included developing 
personal skills associated with Christian caregiving, such 
as effective listening, empathy, and assertiveness, as well 
as how to respond to specific life crises. The new Stephen 
Ministers are Debbie Clark, David Fouché, Mary Jellison, 
Ray Laing, Jim Michel, Susan White, Evie Williams, Ted 
Williams, and Linda Young. They now join the ranks of 
twelve currently active Stephen Ministers at FUMCOR and 
are ready to support the caring needs of our congregation 
and community. Also participating in the training class 
were Rev. Larry Blakeburn and Nancybeth McNeill, who 
will be commissioned on March 20 at First Cumberland 
Presbyterian Church.

If you feel that you or someone you know would benefit 
from having a Stephen Minister, please contact Jenny 
Caughman or any of our Stephen Ministers. More 
information about the program can be found on our 
FUMCOR website under “Cares”.

Children’s Church Returns 
The Children and Family Ministries team is excited to 
announce that children’s church, now known as FirstKids 
Worship, will start April 10 during the 11:00 am services. 
Due to our new 11:00 am schedule, we will offer a 
full hour of worship, games, crafts, and more for our 
kindergarten-3rd grade students. Our team is in need of 
volunteers to help us each week during FirstKids Worship. 

We are excited about our rising numbers in FirstKids 
Sunday School and nursery, but with those rising 
numbers we need to continue adding to our wonderful 
volunteer team. If you would like to be a part of our team, 
email Shelby at sfowler@fumcor.org.

Dental Hygiene/Oral Health for 
Persons Living with Dementia 

On Wednesday, March 22 at 10:00 am in Fellowship Hall, 
Keystone and Roane State CC dental hygiene students will 
offer a training on oral health for caregivers of persons 
living with dementia. Students will address steps to 
providing good oral care and discuss how oral health 
affects overall wellness. This informative program is for 
all caregivers, or anyone wanting to know and understand 
more about overall oral health. All are welcome. 

Audio-Visual or Tech Needs?
 
Do you need some assistance using a projector or video 
monitor in one of our spaces? Do you have an upcoming 
Sunday School presentation and you are not sure what 
is available? Have you had a problem with your projector 
or monitor previously? You can contact Jeff Kile at jkile@
fumcor.org for assistance. As Jeff works part-time, please 
email him by Wednesday morning for help with a Sunday 
School presentation. He will be happy to help.
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Worship for March 20
Third Sunday in Lent

Sermon: Lenten Questions
Isaiah 55:1-9, Psalm 63:1-8, Luke 13:1-9

8:45 & 11:00 am Traditional Services
11:00 am Contemporary Service

Preaching: Mark Flynn

Pastors
Mark Flynn, lead

Jenny Caughman, spiritual care
Seth O’Kegley-Gibson, worship

Contact Information
865.483.4357  www.fumcor.org

Pastor on call: 865.272.9862

We extend our sympathy 
to the family of:

C.D. Martin, Jr., who joined our 
church family September 11, 1960, 

and died March 9, 2022.  

In the Hospitals 
Ann Shatley (Parkwest)

Our Gifts
Offering This Week:  $27,310
2022 YTD offering:  $312,638
2021 YTD offering:  $367,385
Monthly Mission Offering:  $980

Prayer of the Week Videos
How do we pray? Have you ever wondered what 
different people’s most meaningful forms of prayer are? 
To help people expand their spiritual practices, we are 
presenting a ‘Prayer of the Week’ during Lent. Each week 
a short video will be available on our website in which a 
staff member will talk about a different form of prayer. 
They will briefly share why they find it meaningful, 
and then provide either instructions or a link for those 
who would like to experience this form of prayer. We 
encourage you to take this opportunity during Lent, 
as we strive to deepen our relationship with God, to 
explore different forms of prayer. Look for the video 
each Wednesday on our website.

We Are Thankful for Bequests
Our Finance Committee wishes to thank the members 
of our congregation for their generosity. Our financial 
giving makes it possible for our church to make 
a difference both in and beyond the Oak Ridge 
community. One increasingly important way to give in 
support of our ministries is through our wills. Over the 
last two years, our congregation has received bequests 
amounting to over $25,000. What a generous way for 
members to celebrate their family’s history with First 
United Methodist Church! We thank God for those who 
remembered to support our congregation in their  
estate giving.

Library Book Sale
For the congregation - Sunday, April 10, 8 am - 12:30 pm in the Library (lower floor)

For the public - Saturday, April 23, 8 am - noon in the lower parking lot

Questions About Our Mask Signage
Several Church members have expressed concern regarding the language approved for masking signage at 
entrances around to our building. Point number two in the new safety protocol currently reads: 2) have signage at 
the entrances that states “all people with symptoms, a positive test, or recent exposure to someone with COVID 
should wear a mask while in the building.” That particular wording comes directly from CDC recommendations. 
However, the Council is being requested to reconsider including the phrase “a positive test” since it seems to 
suggest that those with a positive test are welcome to attend activities as long as they wear a mask. The Council is 
currently reviewing that wording.  


