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Perhaps it is a gift that the news of General 
Conference’s postponement comes to us during 
Lent, the Christian season of deepening devotion, 
prayerful reflection, and humble discernment. 

Lent keeps us from rushing to Easter. Jesus’ forty days 
of testing in the Judean wilderness recall Israel’s years of 
wandering. And Israel’s sojourn reminds us that there is 
no shortcut to the promised land. 
 
While it is possible The United Methodist Church will 
soon undergo some kind of separation, much remains 
uncertain about the future.
 
We await direction and decisions from the Council 
of Bishops, Judicial Council, and Annual Conference 
Affiliation Task Force, which will help us navigate the road 
ahead.
 
Even as we grieve the possibility of division, we pray for 
patience and kindness to prevail. Our prayer continues 
to be for the unity of The United Methodist Church. If we 
must go our separate ways, we desire to treat each other 
well and speak charitably of one another as we part. 
 
Though there are some things we do not know, here are 
some things we do know as United Methodists in Holston:
 
God has a beautiful calling for the United Methodist 
churches of Holston to make disciples of Jesus Christ for 
the transformation of the world.
 
United Methodist Christians in Holston will have Vacation 

Bible Schools, share food with their neighbors, work to 
dismantle racism, welcome new believers to the fold, bury 
the dead in sure and certain hope of resurrection, and 
linger in the parking lot long after a committee meeting 
just to enjoy one another’s company. 
 
Children will learn about Jesus at Camp Bays Mountain, 
Camp in the Community, Camp Dickenson, Camp 
Lookout, and Camp Wesley Woods. 
 
Youth will go to Junior and Senior High Assembly at 
Tennessee Wesleyan and experience a week of fellowship 
and worship, forming relationships that will sustain them 
throughout their student years. 
 
Students will be attending our Conference Colleges and 
our Wesley Foundations.
 
Truckloads of health kits, food buckets, school kits, and 
home kits will arrive in Liberia and Zimbabwe; symbols of 
Holston’s collective and continued missional heart.
 
These are liminal days as we all continue to learn and 
practice ministry in a post-pandemic world where people 
hunger and thirst for the hope of Jesus Christ. Thank God 
for the beautiful calling to be the church.
 
We are honored to be your General and Jurisdictional 
Conference delegation during this season in the life of the 
Church. As our Bishop has previously stated, “[We] believe 
with every fiber of our being that we are more together.”

A Statement on the Postponement of General Conference
The following is a statement released by Holston Conference’s delegates to General and 

Jurisdictional Conference in response to the postponement of General Conference until 2024.

Outdoor Worship Service  
Coming Soon 

Mark Sunday, May 1 on your calendars now. On that 
morning, our congregation will gather on our beautiful 
front lawn for an outdoor worship service. More details 

will follow, but our 
liturgy that day will 
feature musical 
elements, leadership 
from all three of 
our weekly worship 
services, a service of 
Holy Baptism, and Holy 
Communion.  

Please Be Thoughtful When You Park 

Please be aware that several of our members are unable 
to attend worship unless they find a parking space in our 
Vienna Road upper lot. The distance required to walk 
from the Chamber of Commerce lot is too great for many 
with physical impediments. If you can physically walk 
from the Chamber lot, please be kind and park there. 
And, as always, please leave handicapped spaces for 
those with handicapped tags.

Graduating This Spring?
Do you have anyone in your family that will be marking 
this milestone? Please let the church office know so we 
can begin our plans to help celebrate this achievement.



1350 Oak Ridge Turnpike
Oak Ridge, TN 37830

Return Service requested

Non-Profit Org.
US Postage PAID

Permit #18
Oak Ridge, TN 37830

Worship for March 27
Fourth Sunday in Lent

Sermon: The Hope of Reconciliation
Joshua 5:9-12; Psalm 32; Luke 15:1-3, 11b-32

8:45 & 11:00 am Traditional Services
11:00 am Contemporary Service

Preaching: Rev. Seth O’Kegley-Gibson

Pastors
Mark Flynn, lead

Jenny Caughman, spiritual care
Seth O’Kegley-Gibson, worship

Contact Information
865.483.4357  www.fumcor.org

Pastor on call: 865.272.9862

In the Hospitals: 
Judy Altman

Dismissed:
Ann Shatley (NHC Farragut)
Myra Stroud (NHC Farragut)

Pete Wright (NHC OR)

Our Gifts
Offering This Week:  $20,946
2022 YTD offering:  $333,584
2021 YTD offering:  $381,758
Monthly Mission Offering:  $1175

Library Book Sale
For the congregation - Sunday, April 10, 8 am - 12:30 

pm in the Library (lower floor)
For the public - Saturday, April 23, 8 am - noon in the 

lower parking lot

Girl Scout Troop 21158 Wants to 
“Egg Your Yard”

We will deliver candy/toy-filled plastic eggs to your front 
yard after dark on your chosen evening. 

Preorder eggs by double dozen (24 for $25). We will 
come place them in your front yard after dark on 
Friday, April 8 or Saturday, April 9 OR Friday, April 15 or 
Saturday, April 16.

Details:
1. Email your order to 

luck7879@bellsouth.net 
by Friday, April 1. Let us 
know how many eggs you 
want and your address in 
Oak Ridge for delivery. Select Friday or Saturday of 
either weekend.

2. Mail your payment to 103 Clayton Way, Oak Ridge, 
37830. Make checks payable to GS Troop 21158

3. Payment must be received by April 1.

100% of proceeds will benefit Troop 21158’s travel to 
Girl Fest 2023.

Special Offering for March: Family Promise of Roane County

Funeral services scheduled:
Friday, April 1:

1:00 pm - Mark Fuller, son of Margaret Fuller

Saturday, April 2
12:00 pm- Receiving of Friends for C.D. Martin, Jr., 

service at 1:00 pm

3:00 pm - William Kelly


