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Some may have come to Holston Annual Conference 
expecting to see the division plaguing the larger 
United Methodist Church played out in George 
Stuart Auditorium. There was evidence of those deep 
disagreements in debates around some resolutions 
and motions. But for many, the 2022 session of Holston 
Annual Conference will be remembered for powerful 
worship, getting to know a new bishop, and the year 
people were thrilled to be back together “at the lake” after 
a three-year absence caused by COVID-19. 
 
Under the theme, “Pray Together,” an estimated 1,100 
members of the Holston Annual Conference gathered 
June 5-8 at Lake Junaluska, representing 852 United 
Methodist churches in East Tennessee, Southwest 
Virginia, and North Georgia. Total current membership 
of voting clergy and lay members is 1,631, but overall 
attendance was down, according to conference staff. 
While worship attendance swelled to an estimated 1,200-
1,500, the highest number of votes recorded during 
business sessions was about 710. 
 
Presiding was Bishop Debra Wallace-Padgett at her first 
Holston Annual Conference as resident bishop. Wallace-
Padgett emphasized discipleship. “It is always, always the 
right season to make disciples, and that includes in a time 
in the church that is challenging, ever-changing, stormy, 
tumultuous, uncertain and 
hard.” She also emphasized 
unity. “I am deeply saddened 
that some churches and 
clergy will be leaving our 
denomination. I have literally 
cried tears over this because 
I believe with every fiber of 
my being that we are more 
together than we are separate. Though some clergy and 
churches may withdraw,” she said, “We hope that the 
majority of Holston will continue on the journey together. 
We will bless those who discern to disaffiliate. We hope 
and pray that they will bless us in return.” 
 
Celebrations 

An offering of $51,303 was taken for mission in South 
Sudan. The Change for Children offering was $25,118, 
designated for children’s ministry locally and overseas. 
Hands-on Mission Project kits totaled 5,111 for missions 
in Liberia and Zimbabwe, collected by local churches 
over recent weeks. All but two of nine districts exceeded 
their goals in providing food, school, and health supplies 
packaged in buckets and backpacks. Thirty-nine 

A Report from Holston Annual Conference 
participants joined in an early-morning 5K run/1-mile walk 
fundraiser for South Sudan, including Bishop Wallace-
Padgett. The Rev. Wil Cantrell (son of Rev. Bob and Marie 
Cantrell) and 11-year-old Rebekah Berg won the 5K.

Transitions 

In the Service of Ordination and Commissioning, seven 
clergy were ordained as elders; three were commissioned 
as provisional elders; two were commissioned as 
provisional deacons; two were recognized as associates—
including our own Rev. Denna Hornby—and 14 
were licensed as local pastors. One deaconess was 
commissioned. Seventy-four clergy retirees from the 
classes of 2020, 2021 and 2022 were recognized with 
prayers, hymns, a video, and an ice cream social.   
 
A Memorial Service recognized the lives and ministries 
of 33 clergy members, seven clergy spouses, and 16 
surviving spouses, who died between May 2021 and April 
2022. Included on this list was a past Associate Pastor at 
FUMC, T.J. O’Rear Wesley. T.J. died 6/7/2021.
 
Social Justice 

The Dismantling Racism Task Force reported that 22 
clergy and lay members are meeting and planning to help 

change Holston Conference 
through resourcing local 
churches, events, training, 
storytelling, assessment and 
accountability. Following a 
video of White clergy repeating 
painful, traumatic statements 
said to Black clergy in Holston, 
five panelists discussed 

systemic racism and personal experiences on stage. The 
Annual Conference adopted a rule ensuring all conference 
committees are comprised of at least 20% people of 
color. A new “director of cultural diversity” position on the 
conference staff is currently under development, reported 
the Personnel Resources Committee. 
 
Finance and Administration 

The Annual Conference approved a 2023 budget of 
$8.89 million. The Council on Finance and Administration 
reported that 439 churches paid 100 percent of their 
tithes in 2021, while 186 churches have not paid any tithe 
in at least two years. Over the next year, a study will be 
conducted of conference staffing and facilities to identify 
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“Here in Holston, we will continue 
to uphold our Book of Discipline. 
We will do it with grace.”
  - Bishop Debra Wallace-Padgett
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Worship for July 10
The Fifth Sunday After Pentecost

Sermon: Steps 7-9: How to Make Up
Scripture: 1 John 1:5-9, Psalm 25:4-11, Luke 6:31-38, 

Matthew 5:23-24
8:45 am & 11:00 am Traditional Services 

11:00 am Contemporary Service
Preaching: Rev. Mark Flynn

Pastors
Mark Flynn, lead

Denna Hornby, associate
Jenny Caughman, spiritual care

Contact Information
865.483.4357  www.fumcor.org

Pastor on call: 865.272.9862

We give God thanks that we know 
of no hospitalizations or deaths to 

report this week.

Our Gifts:
Offering This Week:  $19,933
2022 YTD offering:  $692,777
2021 YTD offering:  $730,812
Monthly Mission Offering:  $870

Don’t forget that SPRC will host 
a Welcome Reception for Rev. 

Denna Hornby this Sunday in the 
Fellowship Hall following the 11:00 

a.m. worship services!
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ways to adjust to budget shortfalls caused by insufficient 
tithe receipts. 
 
Resolutions and Motions 

The Annual Conference adopted the resolution, 
“Moratorium on Church Trials in Holston Conference.” 
After a 40-minute discussion with 11 speakers, the vote 
was 361 in favor, 323 against. During the discussion, 
Bishop Wallace-Padgett responded to a question by 
answering, “Here in Holston, we will continue to uphold 
our Book of Discipline. We will do it with grace. We will 
do it prayerfully.” 
  

Modifications from The Call (Annette Spence, editor, 
thecall@holston.org) were made by Linda Young, FUMCOR 
Delegate. For more information, visit AC.Holston.org or 
Holston.org. 

Interested in Training to  
Teach the Bible?

Over the past five years, Rev. Flynn has taught a series 
of 7-week Bible Studies, titled The Bible For Critical 
Thinkers (TBFCT, originally “i-Study”). The time is right for 
us to make a big difference in our lives and our world.

Beginning Wednesday, August 24 at 7:00 p.m., Mark 
will lead a series of special classes intended to train 
participants how to lead future TBFCT studies! This is 
an amazing opportunity for growth—both for the next 
generation of teachers as well as for our congregation!

Each class will cover 3-4 weeks of the TBFCT material, 
but instead of focusing on the details of the daily 
reading, the major theological ideas presented in those 
lessons will be discussed, as well as how to teach or co-
teach the material to future classes.

The schedule for the first two classes will be August 24, 
(Lessons #1-3) and September 14 (Lessons #4-6). When 
those classes conclude, the group will discuss how best 
to move forward into the future.

If you have questions, a love of the Bible, a desire to 
participate in this training, and a willingness to teach a 
7-week class in the future, please contact Rev. Flynn at 
mflynn@fumcor.org. Don’t miss out on this once-in-a-
generation opportunity to be trained to teach scripture!

Community Meal Needs Bags
Each week a team of energetic and dedicated volunteers 
prepares and distributes 140-150 meals to our 
community. Each of these meals is packed in a recycled, 
clean grocery bag. We are currently almost out of bags. 
If you have any extra clean bags please drop them off in 
the kitchen or main office. Thanks so much!


