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Welcome Trisha Ambrose! 
Our Staff-Parish Relations 
Committee is pleased and 
excited to welcome Trisha 
Ambrose as our new Office 
Manager! She has a great deal 
of experience, and we are 
blessed to have her join our 
staff. 
Trisha officially begins work 
on Monday afternoon, July 18. 
Please stop by and make her 
feel welcome! 

Reconciling Ministries Network Core 
Committee (RMNCC) Update

The RMNCC is organizing a vote for First Church members 
to decide whether the congregation wishes to join 
the Reconciling Ministries Network. The vote will take 
place later this year on Nov. 20, Nov. 27, and Dec. 4. To 
help prepare us for the vote, the RMNCC is organizing 
activities to promote graceful engagement, inform the 
congregation, and gauge sentiment with the intent of 
providing ample opportunities and formats for folks to 
meet and discuss.
July and August events include a survey to gather 
information (July 24 & 31), a Sunday school hour screening 
of “An Act of Love” (July 31 & Aug. 7), Mark’s Thursday Live 
podcast with Reconciling Ministries Network Organizer 
Helen Ryde (Aug. 11), an evening book study with Mark 
Flynn on “UnClobber: Rethinking Our Misuse of the Bible 
on Homosexuality” (Aug. 15 & 22), and a “Gender and 
Sexuality Workshop and Queer Panel Discussion” with 
lunch after church (Aug. 21). Future events are planned 
and will include at least one “straw vote” in October to 
practice the voting process and gauge how people are 
feeling along the way. 
For more information on the Reconciling Ministries 
Network and the RMNCC (including FAQ’s), please see 
the committee’s webpage at  https://fumcor.org/rmcc/ or 
contact Greg Smith at smit92611@gmail.com.

Blessing Of Our Second  
Bottle Cap Bench 

Many thanks to the Prazniak family, the Koinonia Sunday 
School Class, and the Tellico Village Kiwanis Club for 
partnering with Green Tree Plastics to provide our second, 
new bench for the playground area. Once again, our 
congregation collected 200 pounds of bottle cap plastic 
to make this possible! The Koinonia Sunday School Class 
organized this effort, and John and Martha Prazniak paid 
a fee to bring the new bench to our area.

Front Row: Rev Mark Flynn, Rev. Denna Hornsby. Back Row: Wayne 
Houlberg, Maxine Schultz, Kevin Meyer (Tellico Village Kiwanis Club 
Bottle Cap Project Coordinator), Sara Norman (Director of First Steps)

Reconciling Ministries Network 
Congregation Survey

As part of our congregation’s dialogue on whether our 
church should join the Reconciling Ministries Network 
(RMN), the FUMCOR RMN Core Committee has prepared 
a short survey. The survey will help the core committee 
address the congregation’s concerns and questions and 
develop new opportunities for discussion and learning. 
The survey will be available on two Sundays (July 24 and 
31) during morning worship for FUMCOR members. An 
electronic survey will be available for members attending 
online. For more information about Reconciling Ministries, 
you can go to our page on the FUMCOR website under the 
“Visit” menu.

We Need Weeders 
After several years of faithful service, several of those who 
have regularly weeded our flowerbeds have retired from 
that ministry. Help us maintain our “best front yard in 
the city!” If you are willing to weed one of our unassigned 
beds, please contact Rev. Flynn (mflynn@fumcor.org).

Jim Parks: Staff Photographer
Our congregation is blessed to have Jim 
Parks as our staff photographer. You may 
see Jim capturing “moments” around the 
church building. We use his work on the 
screens in the Welcome Center, on social 
media, in the newsletter, etc. Thanks, Jim, 
for all you do!  
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Worship for July 17
The Sixth Sunday After Pentecost

Scripture: Romans 12:1-3, Psalm 119:105-112, 
Colossians 3:12-17, Galatians 5:22-6:2

Sermon: Steps 10-12: A Holy Trinity: Me, God, and You

8:45 am & 11:00 am Traditional Services 
11:00 am Contemporary Service

Preaching: Rev. Mark Flynn

Pastors
Mark Flynn, lead

Denna Hornby, associate
Jenny Caughman, spiritual care

Contact Information
865.483.4357  www.fumcor.org

Pastor on call: 865.272.9862

Our Gifts:
Offering This Week:  $42,560
2022 YTD offering:  $735,337
2021 YTD offering:  $772,148
Monthly Mission Offering:  $1010

In Sympathy
Alexa B. “Brownie” Blackmon, 
who died on July 11, 2022.  We 
extend our love and care to her 

friends and family.

Dismissed From the Hospital
Patsy Baker (to NHC)

Changed Your Email Lately?
Please help our office staff maintain good contact 
information for everyone. If you have changed your 
email, physical address, or phone number recently, take 
a second to send your new information to our office!

Join The Chancel Choir! 
Now is the perfect opportunity for you to consider 
joining our traditional services’ Chancel Choir! Josh 
Sumter, our new Organist & 
Choirmaster, will re-launch 
Wednesday night rehearsals on 
August 3 at 7:00 p.m. One of our 
newest members, Gielda Reese, 
informed us she will join the choir 
that evening—so we invite all who 
have considered being a part of this 
incredibly important part of worship 
to join her. Josh will be leading all 
the choir, new faces and long-term singers, in a choir 
retreat soon. Praise God with your voice! If you have 
questions, contact Josh (jsumter@fumcor.org)! 

Our Recovery Ministry  
is Making a Difference

Below is a letter we recently received regarding our 
Recovery Ministry, led by Matt Holder:

My wife and I are the parents of an alcoholic—an 
alcoholic who is currently in a local recovery program. 
Our son has abused alcohol since he was in his late 
teens.
We have addressed this issue many times over the 
years as we watched his disease progress. We knew 
where this was headed, as we lost my younger brother 
and our brother-in-law to alcohol addiction. Finally, our 
son reached a very low point in his life, and called us 
and asked for help. He realized that he could not help 
himself. That’s when we contacted Matt Holder. I had 
known Matt’s parents and brother for many years, and 
was aware that Matt had been involved with a local 
recovery program. Matt gave us advice and guidance, 
and pointed us toward some recovery center options. 
The one we chose was high on his list and has worked 
out well for our son.


