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Christmas Choir Update
This year’s Christmas concert, “Thy Light Has Come,” will take place on Sunday, December 11 at 4:00 
p.m., preceded by activities for children coordinated by Shelby Fowler (sfowler@fumcor.org). There is 
still plenty of room for you in the Christmas Choir! We have a particular need for tenors and basses. 
Contact Josh (jsumter@fumcor.org) for more information.

As members and friends of First United Methodist 
Church, we have the joy each fall to reflect 
prayerfully on how we will financially support 

the ministries of our congregation in the coming year. 
Our 2023 financial stewardship campaign, “Journey to 
Generosity,” will be the focus of worship services on two 
Sunday mornings: October 30, when we will gather on 
the front lawn for Outdoor Worship, and November 6, All 
Saints’ Day. What wonderful settings to remember how 
blessed we are to be together and how those who have 
gone before us were faithful with their prayers, presence, 
gifts, service, and witness. 

“Journey to Generosity” Campaign Launches - Already at 35% of Goal
Our Finance Committee has set our goal for this campaign 
to fund our 2023 general budget at 250 Estimates of 
Giving for a total of $1,200,000. To achieve that goal, we 
must work together, each of us sharing a portion of the 
gifts God has generously provided to us. Our church 
leaders have turned in their Estimates Of Giving, and we 
are thrilled to announce we are already at 35% of our 
campaign goal! 

Together, we can support all of our ministries and 
programs for next year. In order for that to happen, each 
of us will need to make our own Estimate of Giving for 
2023. And so, we are asking everyone to:

• Pray about your financial support for next year;

• Spend time examining our “An Overview of Church 
Finances” booklet, available at fumcor.org/give 
(contact our office if you would like a paper copy); 

• Call or email our Office of Business and Finance if you 
have questions about our current financial situation 
or your past giving; and 

• Please turn in your 2023 Estimate of Giving card on or 
before our Commitment Sunday on November 6.

You may provide your Estimate of Giving by going to our 
church website (www.fumcor.org/give), returning your 
completed card via mail, calling/emailing our Finance 
office, or bringing the card with you to worship on 
November 6. Please contact one of our pastors or our 
Business and Finance Office if you have questions about 
the campaign. Help us continue the ministry of FUMCOR 
and expand our outreach in the name of Christ by making 
your Estimate of Giving toward our 2023 budget.

Results from Reconciling Ministries 
Network (RMN) Straw Poll

The straw poll for whether FUMCOR should join the RMN 
was held on three consecutive Sundays (October 2, 9, and 
16) at each worship service. 

Of the 196 church members who cast ballots, 176 voted 
to join and 19 voted not to join. There was 1 abstaining 
vote. This poll reflects an 89.8% vote to join the RMN.

Help Us Remember and Celebrate 
Our Saints

All Saints Day is coming up soon.  On November 6, we will 
celebrate those who died in the past year.

Please do not forget to email Rev. Flynn (mflynn@fumcor.
org) or call our church office if you would like to add the 
name of someone special in your life who passed away 
during the last year to our November 6 All Saints’ Day 
services.
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Worship for October 23
Twentieth Sunday after Pentecost

Sermon: What’s Your “Why?”
Scripture: Luke 18:9-14

8:45 am & 11:00 a.m. Traditional Services 
11:00 a.m. Contemporary Service 

Preaching: Rev. Denna Hornby

In Sympathy
We extend our love to Chuck 

Dawn on the death of his mother, 
Pat Dawn on Friday, October 14.

In the Hospitals
Jerry Delene (MMC) 

Myra Stroud (Parkwest) 

 Our Gifts
Offering This Week:  $33,828
2022 YTD offering:    $1,066,528
2021 YTD offering:    $1,067,482
Mission offering:    $ 960

Pastors Mark Flynn, lead • Jenny Caughman, spiritual care • Denna Hornby, associate
Contact Information 865.483.4357 • www.fumcor.org • Pastor on call: 865.272.9862

This Week’s Podcast
Join us as Mark and Steve have 
an interesting and 
hilarious (at least to 
themselves) look at 
the Top Ten Bible 
Myths. As always, a 
fascinating sponsor 
will be highlighted. Look for new 
episodes at Apple Podcasts and 
on our website.   

Looking for Lectio Divina?
In an effort to reach more people by making Lectio 
Divina more accessible and portable, we’ve moved 
Rev. Jenny’s weekly Lectio Divina from YouTube 
to our podcast feed. Each week, Lectio Divina will 
appear on our website as usual, but you can also 
subscribe to our church’s podcast feed at the Apple 
Podcasts store, where you will receive Lectio Divina 
along with Can the Church be Saved? on your 
portable devices. 

Let us know what you think about this format 
change by emailing communications@fumcor.org.

Our Community Meal
We offered our first Free Community Meal in December 2016. Since then, it has changed format from a sit-down 
meal which we offered once a month to our current weekly drive-through arrangement. When we first started, we 
would serve about 100 meals to a nice combination of church and community members. We switched over to drive-
through in March 2020 and are now serving a wider range of people. Workers from TORCH meet with their clients 
here for everyone’s convenience. 

In recent months, we have seen the demand increase; we were serving about 125 meals and now it has gone up to 
between 170 and 180. We have been doubly blessed by an incredibly dedicated and hardworking cadre of volunteers, 
organized by the inspiring Jean Keil and a very generous grant from the Y-12 Gives Foundation. If you would like in on 
the blessings, please contact either Jean (keilbob@comcast.net) or Rev. Jenny (jcaughman@fumcor.org).


