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Our Church Council met on Tuesday, October 25. Here 
are the highlights from their gathering. 

Our Staff Parish Relations Committee is 
pleased to announce that Ms. Kali Bargeil 
has accepted our Office Manager position 
and will officially begin work on October 
31, 2022. 

United Women of Faith’s Christian 
Homemaking Circle have signed up to 
continue their tradition of providing coats 
and shoes to Willowbrook Elementary School. The UWF 
Board voted to give $100 to Ukrainian refugee families 
living in Oak Ridge and $500 from the Scott/Wilson Fund 
for Kentucky Flood Recovery. 

The Finance Committee shared that at the end of 
September (75% of the year), our church has received 
around 77% of our pledged giving and 80% of our expected 
income. That total income percentage is a bit inflated 
since that figure includes some Trustees’ reserve savings 
which were used to help offset a $97,500 Trustees expense 
earlier in the year to replace a chiller. Our salaries/benefits 
expenses are up to date, while most other ministry/
programming budget segments are underspent. Our total 
spending is around 84%—again, affected by those same 
Trustees’ expenses. If we had not had that large outlay, our 
expenses to date would be around 77%. 

The Council approved a new placement for our pipe organ 
console. To help Josh Sumter to more effectively lead the 
choir, the console will be placed in 
front of and facing the choir. 

Highlights From Church Council
Our Trustees report one-inch openings between the roof 
and the top of the exterior walls were recently filled with 
mortar. This will keep bats from nesting as they did in 2019. 
Also, our maintenance team recently re-coated the Multi-
Purpose Room with a polyurethane product specifically 
made for gym floors. Their work saved FUMCOR $2,025. 

The Council approved a request to create a Wednesday 
Community Meal Committee to oversee the weekly 
program which currently serves close to 180 meals a week.

Our First Recovery Ministry reports they received a $5000 
donation toward sober living and treatment grants. Among 
their latest accomplishments: 12 individuals outside the 
church have utilized peer support/recovery coaching and 4 
sober living deposits have helped individuals who could not 
afford to get into sober living without assistance. Two of 
them would be homeless without this help. 

The Council approved a request from The Groves@Oak 
Ridge to make our Multi-Purpose Room a temporary 
shelter for their participants and caregivers in case they 
have to evacuate their facility in case of an emergency. 

Jeff Kile reported that our audio-visual usage is increasing 
quickly as more groups return to our building. Sadly, the 
Sanctuary Live Stream machine failed following a power 
surge. A temporary unit is in place, and a new one is 
ordered using funds remaining from our 2020 Live Stream 
Fund Drive.

We are looking for someone who will apprentice with and 
then take over the Grief Group from Steve Herbes. 

Denna Hornby reported that she has completed a course 
entitled, “Science and Religion,” which will help her when 
speaking to parishioners who are scientists and Christians. 
She is also beginning clinical supervision for marriage 
enrichment training. 

The Enduring Gifts Committee reported that $400.00 has 
been approved to purchase the 
fourth outdoor bench made from 
bottle caps for our playground and 
lawn.

Introducing Marvelous Mondays:  
A Monthly Fellowship Gathering

The Adult Ministry Committee is pleased to introduce a new monthly fellowship opportunity 
designed especially for our older adults. Each month, there will be a Monday fellowship 
activity to enjoy.

We hope you will save the date for our first Marvelous Monday to be held on December 5 
from 1:00–3:00 p.m. We will watch Christmas in Connecticut, be treated to some delicious 
holiday goodies, and enjoy spending time together. More details are coming soon. Contact 
Jenny Caughman (jcaughman@fumcor.org) for more information.
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Worship for October 30
Twenty-First Sunday after Pentecost

Sermon: What’s Your “How?”
Scripture: Luke 19:1-10

8:45 am & 11:00 a.m. Traditional Services 
11:00 a.m. Contemporary Service 

Preaching: Rev. Mark Flynn

In the Hospitals
Jerry Delene (MMC) 

Myra Stroud (Parkwest)

Dismissed
Bill Elkins 

 Our Gifts
Offering This Week:  $21,645
2022 YTD offering:    $1,081,168
2021 YTD offering:    $1,081,935
Mission offering:    $ 1275

Pastors Mark Flynn, lead • Jenny Caughman, spiritual care • Denna Hornby, associate
Contact Information 865.483.4357 • www.fumcor.org • Pastor on call: 865.272.9862

This Week’s Podcast
Join us as Mark speaks with Rev. 
Neal Christie from the 
Baltimore-Washington 
Annual Conference 
staff about current 
divisions in the United 
Methodist Church. 
Look for new episodes at Apple 
Podcasts and on our website.   

First Church 101 on November 6  
Do you have questions about FUMC, Methodism, or 
theology in general? Then join us for First Church 101 on 
November 6 after the 11:00 a.m. service. We will meet in 
the donut hole at noon. 

Wear your walking shoes! We will take a tour of campus, 
meet church staff, and answer your questions. We look 
forward to sharing this time with you.

Help Minister To Pregnant & 
Postpartum Mothers

Our United Women of Faith (previously United 
Methodist Women) members support Susannah’s 
House which provides ongoing treatment and support 
to pregnant and postpartum moms in recovery, as well 
as care for their children. They have been asked to 
donate tall kitchen trash bags and Ziplock bags of any 
size. Anyone interested in helping with this mission to 
provide these necessities can bring their donations to 
the church office by Sunday, October 30.

Advent Poinsettias
If you would like to purchase poinsettias for the first 
two Sundays of Advent (November 27 and December 4), 
please submit your order by no later than November 13. 
If you would like to purchase poinsettias for the final two 
Sundays of Advent (December 11 and 18), please submit 
your order no later than November 21. 

Order forms can be found with the usher, on the 
church website, or in the church office. The cost of each 
poinsettia is $17 and may be paid via cash or a check 
made payable to First UMC with “poinsettias” in the 
memo line. Please submit payment with your order 
form in the offering plates. Questions may be directed 
to Josh Sumter (jsumter@fumcor.org).


