
ORDER OF WORSHIP 
 

   WORDS OF WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS 
  

   OPENING VOLUNTARY 
   Meditation on DIVINUM MYSTERIUM     by: Larry Visser 
 

The Trinity Chimes represent God our Creator, Jesus Christ the Redeemer,  
and the Holy Spirit who sustains us.  

 
♱CALL TO WORSHIP                                 

Jesus said, “I am the light of the world. 
Whoever follows me will never walk in darkness,  
but will have the light of life.”  
O Lord, let your glory dawn and take away our darkness;  
May we be revealed as children of light! 
 

♱PROCESSIONAL HYMN NO. 211                  verses 1-4 
   O Come, O Come, Emmanuel                              VENI EMMANUEL 
 
♱OPENING  PRAYER        

Purify us, Almighty God, by the presence of your Spirit, that we may 
be your people, living in simplicity and justice, as we await the coming 
of our Sovereign and Savior Jesus Christ; who lives and reigns with 
you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.  
Amen. 
 

   LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH  Denna Hornby & Jim Hack (8:45) 
                                                                           George & Teresa Murchio (11:00) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Isaiah tells us the Lord spoke to the king and said, "Ask a sign of the 
LORD your God; let it be deep as Sheol or high as heaven.” But when 
the king refused, God would not be stopped. The prophet proclaimed 
that God would provide a sign to demonstrate God’s active presence in 

the world. “Look, the young woman is with child and shall bear a son 
and shall name him Immanuel."  
 
God offers us signs, even when our faith is wavering. Our Creator 
wants us to experience God’s presence, even as we try to handle life 
on our own. God is with us; all we need to do is keep our eyes open 
and look. 
 
"Look, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and they shall name 
him Emmanuel, which means 'God with us.' When Joseph awoke from 
sleep, he did as the angel of the Lord commanded him; he took Mary as 
his wife, but had no marital relations with her until she had borne a 
son; and he named him Jesus."  
 
The candles of hope, peace, and deep joy have been lit. Today, 
we light the candle that celebrates love as a sign that no matter 
our circumstance, we know that we are greatly loved. We are not 
alone. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 CONFESSION OF SIN 

Almighty God,   
Light of the World,  
you caused light to shine out of darkness   
in the advent of Jesus our Christ.  
We confess that, too often, we close our eyes to your light  
because we live in fear and are ashamed of our actions.   
We do not always open our eyes to the needs of others,  
and our feet wander from the paths of justice and peace.  
Enable the Spirit of Christ to be born anew in us,  
so our hearts will be stirred to celebrate Jesus’ birth  
through acts of compassion and service.  
Amen. 

 
Silence for personal reflection 
 
WORDS OF ASSURANCE & PARDON 
 
PSALM  80:1-7, 17-19            chanted by select singers 

Antiphon: Stir up your strength, O Lord, and come to help us. 
 
Hear, O shepherd of Israel, leading Joseph like a flock; shine forth, you 
that are enthroned upon the cherubim. In the presence of Ephraim, 
Benjamin, and Manasseh, stir up your strength and come to help us. 
Restore us, O God of hosts; show the light of your countenance, and we 
shall be saved.  
Antiphon 
 

O Lord God of hosts, how long will you be angered despite the prayers 
of your people? You have fed them with the bread of tears; you have 
given them bowls of tears to drink. You have made us the derision of 
our neighbors, and our enemies laugh us to scorn. Restore us, O God of 
hosts; show the light of your countenance and we shall be saved. 
Antiphon 

Let your hand be upon the man of your right hand, the son of man you 
have made so strong for yourself. And so will we never turn away from 
you; give us life, that we may call upon your Name. Restore us, O Lord 
God of hosts; show the light of your countenance, and we shall be 
saved.   
Antiphon 

 
OLD TESTAMENT LESSON                                                    ISAIAH 7:10-16 

Once more YHWH spoke to Ahaz and said, “Ask for a sign from 
YHWH your God; let it be deep as the netherworld, or high as the sky!” 
But Ahaz answered, “I will not ask! I will not put YHWH to a test!” 
Then Isaiah said, “Listen, O House of David! Is it not enough for you 
to weary those around you, must you also weary my God? Therefore, 
the Holy One will give you a sign: This young woman will become 
pregnant and will give birth. You will name the child Immanu-El. This 
child will be living on curds and honey by the time it knows how to 
refuse evil and do good. But before that time—before the child knows 
how to refuse evil and do good—the land of the two rulers you dread 
will be laid waste. 

 
This is the Word of God for the people of God. 
Thanks be to God. 

 
Note: “Immanuel” with an "I" is a transliteration of the original Hebrew word 
composed of “Immanu” (with us) and “El” (God). “Emmanuel” with an "E" is a 
transliteration from Greek because Jews in Jesus’ day commonly used a Greek 
translation of Jewish scriptures, called the Septuagint. 

 
♱HYMN OF PREPARATION NO. 214             verses 1, 3-5 

   Savior of the Nations, Come      NUN KOMM DER HEIDEN HEILAND          

 
NEW TESTAMENT LESSON                                 ROMANS 1:1-7 

From Paul, a servant of Christ Jesus, called to be an apostle and set 
apart to proclaim the Good News, which God promised long ago 
through the prophets, as the holy scriptures record—the Good News 
concerning God’s Only Begotten, who was descended from David 
according to the flesh, but was made the Only Begotten of God in 
power, according to the spirit of holiness, by the resurrection from the 
dead: Jesus Christ our Savior. We have been favored with apostleship, 
that we may bring to obedient faith all the nations, among whom are 
you who have been called to belong to Jesus Christ; To all in Rome, 
beloved of God and called to be holy people: Grace and peace from our 
Abba God and our Savior Jesus Christ. 

    
   ANTHEM                        
   “Now the Birth of Jesus” from Hodie        by: Ralph Vaughan Williams       

Now the birth of Jesus Christ was on this wise: whereas his mother 
Mary was espoused to Joseph, before they came together, she was 
found with child of the Holy Ghost. Then Joseph her husband, being a 



PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 
    
  THE LORD’S PRAYER  

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy 
kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give 
us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses as we 
forgive those who trespass against us.  And lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom,  
the power and the glory, forever. Amen. 

 
   OFFERTORY                                                     
   Choral Partita on PICARDY        by: Paul Halley 
 

♱DOXOLOGY 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

♱HYMN OF DISCIPLESHIP NO. 626 

   Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence                   PICARDY 
 

♱BENEDICTION  

 
   CONCLUDING VOLUNTARY 
   Toccata on VENI EMMANUEL             by: Andrew Carter 
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just man, was minded to put her away privily. But while he thought on 
these things, behold, the angel of the Lord appeared unto him in a 
dream. “Joseph, thou son of David, fear not to take unto thee Mary thy 
wife: for that which is conceived in her is of the Holy Ghost. And she 
shall bring forth a son, and thou shalt call his name Jesus. He shall be 
great, and shall be called the son of the Highest: Emmanuel, God with 
us.” 
 

  GOSPEL READING                                                            MATTHEW 1:18-25 
This is how the birth of Jesus came about. When Jesus’ mother, Mary, 
was engaged to Joseph, but before they lived together, she was found 
to be pregnant through the Holy Spirit. Joseph, her husband, an 
upright person unwilling to disgrace her, decided to divorce her quietly. 
This was Joseph’s intention when suddenly the angel of God appeared 
in a dream and said, “Joseph, heir to the House of David, don’t be 
afraid to wed Mary; it is by the Holy Spirit that she has conceived this 
child. She is to have a son, and you are to name him Jesus—
‘Salvation’—because he will save the people from their sins.” All this 
happened to fulfill what God has said through the prophet: “The virgin 
will be with child and give birth, and the child will be named 
Immanuel”—a name that means “God is with us.” When Joseph 
awoke, he did as the angel of God had directed, and they went ahead 
with the marriage. He did not have intercourse with her until she had 
given birth; she had a son, and they named him Jesus. 

   

This is the Word of God for the people of God. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

  SERMON              There Are No Minor Characters In The Divine Drama 
 
  AFFIRMATION OF FAITH 

We are an Advent people,  
a people of hope. 
 
Advent is a time of waiting, and so we wait.  
 
We wait for the coming of the One  
who is the fulfillment of God’s promise,  
the fulfillment of creation’s deepest longing,  
the declaration that we have been redeemed. 
 
Even so, we are not naïve.  
We know people will suffer pain and sorrow.  
We know hatred and violence will continue to exist.  
We know that separation and death will be a part of our lives. 
 
But, we are an Advent people;  
we believe none of these things will win in the end.  
 
The Holy One is coming,  
to make holy once again all that was, is, and ever will be. 
  
In our waiting,  
we work to allow peace, love and joy to reign 
in our lives and in our world, now and forever. 
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