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“Journey Toward Generosity” at 94%!
Our Finance Committee is excited to announce that 
because quite a few Estimates arrived over the weekend, 
we are now at 94% of our $1.2 million 
goal ($1,132,328)! To date, we have 
received a total of 225 Estimates, 
which is 90% of our 250 goal! We are 
grateful to all of you who heeded 
the recent call to turn in your 2023 
Estimates Of Giving ASAP.

We continue to encourage all those 
who have not yet returned their 2023 Estimate to do 
so by the end of the month. Our leaders use the final 
results of this campaign and our end-of-year income to 
determine our 2023 budget. Please help us be as accurate 
as possible in that critical decision.

First UMC Votes to Affiliate with 
Reconciling Ministries Network 

Following a year-long process, including several months 
of discernment, our congregation’s members voted 
to affiliate with the Reconciling 
Ministries Network (RMN). 
Members of the congregation were 
invited to cast their vote following 
one of the three in-person worship 
services or during one of the 
streamed services on November 
20, 27, and December 4. A total of 
245 members cast their ballots; 
220 voted to join the RMN and 
25 voted not to affiliate. This vote 
of 90% in favor of joining exceeds the 75% threshold 
for affiliation required by the RMN and approved by the 
Church Council. 

With the completion of the vote, the FUMCOR Reconciling 
Ministries Core Committee (RMNCC) will dissolve in early 
2023. Any questions which arise concerning Reconciling 
Ministry will transition to the FUMCOR Social Concerns 
Committee. Let us joyfully embark on our new journey 
together as we endeavor to “Draw the Circle Wide” by 
welcoming, including, and affirming ALL people at First 
Church.

“Coping with Grief Through the 
Holidays” Workshop

The Christmas holidays are filled with events and 
sensations that can make the experience of the loss of 
a loved one especially difficult. Familiar sights, sounds, 
even smells and tastes, can stir up memories of holiday 
moments with the one who is no longer physically 
present with us. The pain of loss may be particularly 
difficult at a time when the world around seems to be 
filled with happiness and joy.  

To help with this on Tuesday, December 13, at 6:30 
p.m., we will offer a workshop titled “Coping With Grief 
Through The Holidays” for those in the community who 
are grieving the recent or not-so-recent death of a loved 
one. The workshop will meet in Room 203 and will end at 
7:30 p.m.  

For grieving persons it is not a choice of pain or no pain – 
the pain will be there – but rather, how you will manage 
the pain during this time. This workshop will provide an 
opportunity for grieving persons to learn and discuss 
ways to cope with the special burden of grief during the 
Christmas season.

The workshop will be led by Stephen Herbes, MSSW. Mr. 
Herbes is retired from a private counseling practice in Oak 
Ridge, working with persons experiencing grief, loss and 
difficult life transitions. He has led periodic community 
grief support groups at our church several times a year 
since 2007.

For more information, please contact the church office (865-
483-4357) or Jenny Caughman (jcaughman@fumcor.org).

Spread Holiday Cheer
Each year at Christmas time, a group of volunteers visit 
the homebound members of our congregation. Many 
of our homebound were very involved in our church 
for years and it is difficult for them not to be able to 
actively participate in our worship services and programs. 
This year the visitations will take place the weekend 
of December 17–19. We recognize this is a very busy 
weekend with the Christmas Shoppe, so we are doing 
things a bit differently. 

People can either pick up flowers on Saturday at 10:00 
in the Choir Room, or Sunday morning in the Sacristy. 
Visits can be made, and flowers picked up anytime that 
weekend. 

Please help spread some Christmas cheer and reach out 
to people who may be feeling isolated. To participate 
please sign up on the website (https://www.fumcor.
org/visitation) or contact Betty Lou Alspaugh (865-310-
1672, alspaughbl@gmail.com) or Jenny Caughman 
(jcaughman@fumcor.org, 865-483-4357).

Thank You, Burchfield’s! Last Wednesday we were able to distribute 200 meals to members of the Oak Ridge 
Community due to the generosity of Burchfield’s Restaurant. They provided us with delicious food which we were 
able to box up and distribute for our Community Meal. Thank you, Burchfield’s!
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Worship for December 11
Third Sunday of Advent

Sermon: It’s Good News, But for Whom?
Scripture: Luke 1:46-55

8:45 am & 11:00 a.m. Traditional Services 
11:00 a.m. Contemporary Service 

Preaching: Rev. Mark Flynn

In Sympathy
Bettie Preston  

who joined our church on March 
16, 1954, died on December 4. 
Services will be Saturday, Dec 

17: Receiving of Friends at 1:30, 
funeral at 3:00.

Dismissed From the 
Hospitals

Ann Munz  -  Richard Edwards 
Ken Kile  - Linda Houlberg 

 Our Gifts
Offering This Week:  $34,663
2022 YTD offering:    $1,238,386
2021 YTD offering:    $1,214,953
Mission Offering:    $720

Pastors Mark Flynn, lead • Jenny Caughman, spiritual care • Denna Hornby, associate
Contact Information 865.483.4357 • www.fumcor.org • Pastor on call: 865.272.9862

This Week’s Podcast
Mark and Steve talk to Neal 
Christie this week. The subject: 
Christian Nationalism. 
Look for new episodes 
at Apple Podcasts and 
on our website.   

Helping Hands for the Holidays
Having trouble getting the hoses off the faucets 
or needing fresh batteries in some of your home 
appliances or devices? How about a hand getting the 
Christmas decorations out of 
storage? The Helping Hands 
are ready to assist and are “on 
call” for our seasoned church 
members living in their homes 
during these upcoming cold 
weather months. 

Please contact Mark Diemer at 
865-483-5410 to schedule a time 
to get tasks like those mentioned 
above completed. If you feel led to join this worthwhile 
project just let Mark know as well. Merry Christmas to all 
from the entire Helping Hands crew!

Special Offering for December: 
Girls, Inc.

Special offerings are collected to benefit organizations 
outside our church. Girls, Inc. focuses on serving the 
most vulnerable within our community: girls who 
experience adverse childhood experiences, girls living in 
lower economic areas, and girls who experience home 
instability. Over the past year, Girls, Inc. has served over 
700 girls through its center and outreach programs in 
Knox, Anderson and Blount counties.  

COVID prevented Girls, Inc. from holding their usual 
fundraisers this year, so they really need your help. 
Please consider your generous support for the girls in 
our community.

Chancel Choir Christmas Concert
Sunday, December 11 at 4:00 p.m.

Our traditional choir will join with the choir of Chapel 
on the Hill to offer “Thy Light Has Come,” with carillons, 
handbells and a full orchestra. No tickets are required. 
Seating is limited, so come early. Overflow seating will 
be available in the Parlor and Fellowship Hall.


