
ORDER OF WORSHIP 
 

   WORDS OF WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Childcare is provided (6 weeks-K) in Room 206 and 204. Ask any 
greeter for help locating the room. First Kids Worship (K-3) takes place 
during the 11am services every Sunday except the first Sunday of the 
month when we celebrate communion.  Please drop off/pick up your 
student in room 304. 
 

   OPENING VOLUNTARY 
   Adoration                                                                       by: Florence B. Price 
 

The Trinity Chimes represent God our Creator, Jesus Christ the Redeemer,  
and the Holy Spirit who sustains us.  

 

♱CALL TO WORSHIP                                 

We gather to worship together, 
Different people, different lives, different histories, 
Yet all children of the same Parent, 
Created lovingly by the Source of all life! 
We gather to reconnect with one another, 
Different people, different lives, different histories, 
Yet all disciples of one Teacher. 
Jesus, the Word made flesh, dwelling among us. 
We gather with different joys and sorrows, different hopes and fears… 
Different people, different lives, different histories, 
Yet one people with one God, one faith, one baptism. 
Let us open ourselves to the presence of God at work in us, 
among us, and through us. 

 

♱PROCESSIONAL HYMN NO. 547                                             vs. 1, 3, & 4 

O Church of God, United                                        ELLACOMBE 
                                   

♱OPENING PRAYER  

Almighty and everlasting God, through your Holy Spirit at Pentecost 
you created unity in the midst of diversity: empower us to recognize 
and celebrate differences as an expression of your manifold love for 
your creation and your great gift to the human family, so that we might 
be architects of understanding, of respect and love; through Christ our 
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God in 
eternal harmony, now and forever.  
Amen.  

 
♱GLORIA IN EXCELSIS                                                                       TULANE  

        
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
CONFESSION AND PARDON 

Merciful God, 
we confess that we have not loved you with our whole heart. 
We have failed to be an obedient church. 
We have not done your will, 
we have broken your law, 
we have rebelled against your love, 
we have turned diversity into a source of alienation,  
injustice, oppression, and wounding. 
Forgive us, we pray. 
Free us for joyful obedience, 
and empower us to accept the challenge of navigating our 
differences.  
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
Silence for personal reflection 

OLD TESTAMENT LESSON                            ISAIAH 40:25-31 
“To whom can you liken me? Who is my equal?” says the Holy One. Lift 
up your eyes and ask yourself who made these stars, if not the One who 
drills them like an army, calling each by name? Because God is so great 
in strength, so mighty in power, not a single one is missing. How can 
you say, tribe of Leah and Rachel and Jacob, “My destiny is hidden from 
YHWH, my rights are ignored by my God?” Do you not know? Have 
you not heard? YHWH is the everlasting God, the Creator of the ends of 
the earth. This God does not faint or grow weary; with a depth of 
understanding that is unsearchable. God gives strength to the weary, 
and empowers the powerless. Young women may grow tired and weary, 
young men may stumble and fall, but those who wait for YHWH find a 
renewed power: they soar on eagles’ wings, they run and don’t get weary, 
they walk and never tire. 
 
This is the Word of God for the people of God. 
Thanks be to God. 

 
PSALM 133 

See how good, how pleasant it is for God’s people to live together as 
one!  It is like precious oil on Aaron’s head running down on his beard, 
running down to the collar of his robes. It is like the dew of Mount 
Hermon, falling on the hills of Zion. For that is where YHWH bestows 
the blessing—life that never ends. 
 
This is the Word of God for the people of God. 
Thanks be to God. 

NEW TESTAMENT LESSON                 selections from 2 CORINTHIANS 5:16-21 
“From now on, therefore, we regard no one from a human point of 
view….If anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation: everything old  has 
passed away; see everything has become new! All this is from God, who 
reconciled us to God’s self through Christ, and has given us the ministry 
of reconciliation. …In Christ, God was reconciling the world to God’s 
self…and entrusting the message of reconciliation to us. So we…entreat 
you on behalf of Christ, BE reconciled to God.” 
 
This is the Word of God for the people of God. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

  ANTHEM 
  Draw the Circle Wide                                                               by: Mark Miller 

Draw the circle, draw the circle wide. No one stands alone, we'll stand 
side by side. Draw the circle, draw the circle wide. Draw the circle wide, 
draw it wider still. Let this be our song: no one stands alone. Standing 
side by side, draw the circle, draw the circle wide.  
 

GOSPEL READING                                                          MATTHEW 5:43-45A 
“You have heard it said, ‘Love your neighbor—but hate your enemy.’ 
But I tell you, love your enemies and pray for your persecutors. This will 
prove that you are children of God.” 
 
This is the Word of God for the people of God. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

OFFERTORY   
 Jesus Loves Me                                                             arr. by: Brian Mathias 

 

♱DOXOLOGY                                                                LASST UNS ERFREUEN                            

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;  
Praise God, all creatures here below: Alleluia! Alleluia!  
Praise God, the source of all our gifts!  
Praise Jesus Christ, whose power uplifts! 
Praise the Spirit, Holy Spirit! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 

 

♱HYMN OF PREPARATION                                                  

God Is Love                                                                            ABBOTS LEIGH 
God is Love, let heav'n adore him; 
God is Love, let earth rejoice; 
Let creation sing before him 
And exalt him with one voice. 
God who laid the earth's foundation, 
God who spread the heav'ns above, 
God who breathes through all creation: 
God is Love, eternal Love. 
 
God is Love; and love enfolds us, 
All the world in one embrace: 
With unfailing grasp God holds us, 
Ev'ry child of ev'ry race. 
And when human hearts are breaking 



♱BENEDICTION  

 

    CONCLUDING VOLUNTARY     
     Love Divine, All Loves Excelling                                      arr. by: Joel Raney 

 
 
 

RECONCILING MINISTRIES NETWORK WELCOMING STATEMENT 
 

We celebrate God’s gift of diversity and value the wholeness made 
possible in community equally shared and shepherded by all. We 

welcome and affirm people of every gender identity, gender expression, 
and sexual orientation, who are also of every age, race, ethnicity, 

physical and mental ability, level of education, and family structure, and 
of every economic, immigration, marital, and social status, and so much 

more. We acknowledge that we live in a world of profound social, 
economic, and political inequities. As followers of Jesus, we commit 

ourselves to the pursuit of justice and pledge to stand in solidarity with 
all who are marginalized and oppressed. 

 
 

FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH WELCOMING STATEMENT 
 

We embrace Jesus’ message that God loves and accepts every person. 
Therefore, we welcome all to share in the life and ministry of this community 
of faith. Our welcome knows no boundaries of age, race, ethnicity, culture, 

gender identity, sexual orientation, marital status, economic condition, 
physical ability or mental ability.  

 
 
 
 
    

Congregation standing as able 

 
 

WORSHIP LEADERS 
 Preacher:        Rev. Dr. Stella Roberts 
 Liturgist:        Rev. Mark Flynn, Lead Pastor 
   Rev. Jenny Caughman, Spiritual Care Pastor 
                                    Rev. Denna Hornby, Associate Pastor 
 Music:             Josh Sumter, Organist & Choirmaster 
                                    Wesley Singers (8:45) 
                                    Parish Adult Choir (11:00)   

 
 
 
 

Floral arrangements are given to the glory of God by Jan Melcher.  
 

Under sorrow's iron rod, 
Then we find that selfsame aching 
Deep within the heart of God. 
 
God is Love; and though with blindness 
Sin afflicts all human life, 
God's eternal loving kindness 
Guides us through our earthly strife. 
Sin and death and hell shall never 
O'er us final triumph gain; 
God is Love, so Love for ever 
O'er the universe must reign. 

 

  SERMON                                              All Means Y’all Too! 
 

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH        
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER  
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy 
kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give 
us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses as we 
forgive those who trespass against us.  And lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom,  
the power and the glory, forever.  
Amen. 

                                                      

♱HYMN OF DISCIPLESHIP                                                

   Sing a New World into Being                                                    HYMN TO JOY 
Sing a new world into being. 
Sound a bold and hopeful theme. 
Find a tune for silent yearnings. 
Lend your voice and dare to dream: 
dream a church where all who worship  
find their lives and loves belong. 
Sing a new world into being. 
Sing as Christ inspires your song! 
 
Sing a new world into being 
where each gender, class and race 
brings its rainbow gifts and colors 
to God's limitless embrace; 
where the lines that once divided 
form instead the ties that bind. 
Sing a new world into being:  
risk transforming heart and mind! 
 
Sing a new world into being. 
Join the ancient prophet's cry 
for a time of health and plenty 
when all tears have been wiped dry; 
when compassion flows like waters, 
pouring balm for all who grieve. 
Sing a new world into being: 
live the promise you believe! 

Second Sunday after Epiphany 
 

January 15, 2023 

 

FIRST UNITED  

METHODIST CHURCH 


