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Church Council Highlights 
Our Church Council met on Tuesday, January 24 for its first gathering of 2023. Here are some of the highlights: 

Final Results from Our Stewardship Campaign 
The Finance Committee is pleased to report the following 
information on our Journey To Generosity financial 
stewardship campaign. While we did not quite reach our 
goal of 250 estimates of giving, totaling $1,200,000, we did 
conclude the year with 234 estimates totaling $1,160,168! 
That is an increase from our total in 2022 of $1,105,754! 
Here are some interesting statistics about our 2023 
estimates of giving: 
• 95 estimates were for the same amount, totaling $455,125 
• 16 estimates decreased, resulting in $32,330 less than 2023
• 85 estimates increased, resulting in $56,600 more than 2023
• 41 estimates from 2023 stopped, resulting in $91,822 less
• 38 new estimates were turned in, totaling $121,966

Our Finance Committee continues to encourage those 
who have not returned an estimate of giving for 2023 
to do so. The more information they receive, the more 
accurately they can help guide our congregation into this 
new year. 

Thank you everyone for a great campaign! May God bless 
our church in 2023.

Commission on Religion and Race. These funds will supplement a larger program led by High Places Church to offer several 
community programs, including the People’s Supper/Periodic Tables, tutoring, entertainment and continuing education.

• The Enduring Gifts Committee recently approved $6,649 to replace the 10-year-old computer server and backup; 
$1,400 to renumber the rooms—strongly suggested by the Fire Department; $1,437 for new computers for 
Keystone; and $3,000 for an additional refrigerator for the kitchen.

• Our church has been approved as a Tennessee Certified Recovery Congregation by Tennessee’s Division of Substance 
Abuse Services. First Recovery received a $5,000 donation for sober living and treatment grants. Our lowest attendance 
in nine weeks of Wednesday meetings has been 25; our highest has been 50. In the last month, four sober living deposits 
were made, two persons were referred to treatment, two persons were placed in sober living and one person helped 
with employment. First Recovery is working to begin a veterans’ recovery support group outside of Wednesday nights.

• Trustees will purchase a Zero-Turn mower and build an 8x10 shed on the north side of the mechanical building to house it. 

• In February, we will launch a new fellowship group for parents whose children are in the Children’s Choir. 

• Three Lenten studies will be offered. Rev. Denna Hornby will offer a study based on Seven Words: Listening to 
Christ from the Cross. Rev. Paul Scheirer, a retired UMC pastor in our congregation, will lead a study on Transforming 
Evangelism: The Wesleyan Way of Sharing Faith. Dan Ingersoll will lead a study on listening. 

• The Jones Memorial Library committee has expanded and continues to work on the monumental tasks of verifying 
the books in our system and converting the means by which books in the Small Group Collection are checked out.

• The Council approved the 2023 General Budget 
recommended by the Finance Committee. The total 
budget is $1,432,062, a 1.3% increase over our 2022 
budget. Copies of the budget are available upon 
request from our Finance and Administration Office. 

• The Adult Ministries Committee is excited to launch 
a new “Table for 8” dinner ministry. Groups from 
varying demographics will come together and share a 
meal once a month.

• Council members approved a request to instruct 
the Trustees to purchase and install three Automated 
External Defibrillators (AED), one on each floor of the 
building. 

• A new “Community Meal Committee” was approved. 
(Jim Hack, Chair; Jenny Caughman, Staff Liaison; George 
Murchio, Jean Keil, Ruth Maddigan, Jan Melcher and 
Cassidy Whalen) The ministry serves close to 180 meals 
each week. 

• The Social Concerns Committee reported they will be 
participating in a community-wide project striving to 
create bridges across racial divisions. They applied for 
and received a $10,000 grant from the UMC General 

A Contribution to Reconciling Ministries Network
On Sunday, January 15, we celebrated our congregation’s affiliation with the Reconciling Ministries Network (RMN) with Rev. 
Dr. Stella Roberts during worship and with cupcakes and punch in the Welcome Center. Unfortunately, many people did not 
see the offering box available in the Welcome Center. While the RMN offers support and materials for free, they do request 
that churches, once they choose to affiliate, take up a financial offering for RMN so that their organization can continue to 
guide other congregations in the future. Therefore, we encourage everyone to prayerfully consider contributing to the 
offering being collected for RMN. For information on how to donate, please contact our Finance and Administration Office.  
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Worship for January 29
Fourth Sunday in Epiphany

Sermon: Do No Harm
Scripture: Matthew 5:28-38

8:45 & 11:00 a.m. Traditional Worship - Sanctuary 
11:00 a.m. Contemporary Worship - Multipurpose Room 

Preaching: Rev. Denna Hornby

In the Hospital: 
UTMC - LInda Houlberg

no visitors please

Pastors Mark Flynn, lead • Jenny Caughman, spiritual care • Denna Hornby, associate 
Contact Information 865.483.4357 • www.fumcor.org • Pastor on call: 865.272.9862

Our Giving
Weekly offering:    $ 23,365
2023 YTD offering:    $ 103,382
2022 YTD offering:   $ 84,587
Mission offering:    $ 2,381

Make a Reservation for Senior Luncheon
Join us for an early Valentine’s Day treat on Wednesday, February 8 as former Chancel Choir Director Tim Ward 
and his spouse, Terri, present a musical celebration of love at our next XYZ Senior Luncheon. Our own Josh Sumter 
will accompany the duet. Whitney Dodd Chambers will cater a meal of meat and vegetarian lasagna, salad, French 
bread, and the crowd-pleasing red velvet cake. The meal costs $10. Contact the church office by Thursday, February 
2 at noon to reserve your spot. 

Announcing: Table for 8 
Table for 8, please! The Adult Ministries Team is excited 
to launch this new opportunity for you to get to know 
others in our congregation and make those all-important 
connections. 

Table for 8 is a casual, fun way to share a meal 
and connect with people from FUMC in a relaxed 
atmosphere. Whether you participate solo, with a 
spouse or partner, or with a family of any age, the goal 
of Table for 8 is to bring a small group of adults together 
for fellowship and a meal. We hope groups will meet 
two or three times (or more!) in the spring and two 
or three times (or more!) in the fall. Your group will 
organize the details of those meals based on the needs 
and preferences of the group. The goal is to meet new 
people or deepen connections with people you don’t 
know well. Do continue to see your longtime FUMC 
friends, but please don’t request that we put you in a 
Table for 8 group with specific people.

Visit our website (www.fumcor.org) 
and click on the Table for 8 link for 
more information, answers to some 
frequently asked questions and to sign 
up to participate. The deadline to sign up 
is Sunday, February 12. Groups will be 
notified in mid-February and will begin 
meeting in March. When you register, 
consider volunteering to help coordinate your group’s 
first meeting.

Whether you are picnicking, potlucking, hosting or 
dining out, it is hard to beat a shared meal as a way to 
make new friends and reconnect with old ones. Just 
think of all the ways Jesus used meals to invite all kinds 
of people into deeper relationships with God and one 
another!

Questions? Please either email Lee McClure 
(lucyleemcclure@outlook.com) or call the office.

scan here for info

Lenten Study
Are you interested in a book study 
for Lent?  Seven Words: Listening to 
Christ from the Cross is written by 
Susan Robb, a United Methodist 
Pastor in Texas. If your group 
would like more information to 
consider this book, or if you would 
like to lead a short-term book 
study during the Lenten season, 
please contact Pastor Denna 
(dhornby@fumcor.org).


