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Science & Theology Lecture Series 
Renews

“Science and Christianity” is the topic for a series of lectures 
on science and theology cosponsored by First Presbyterian 
and First United Methodist churches. 
The first lecture will be presented by 
Drew Crain, professor of biology at 
Maryville College and author of the 
2019 book, Science and Christianity: 
Past, Present, and Future, on Sunday, 
February 19, from 1:30 to 3:30 p.m. 
in First Presbyterian’s Fellowship 
Hall. According to Crain, studies 
indicate at least 30% of Americans 
perceive a conflict between science 
and their religious beliefs. As a result, 
some abandon their faith and others 
dismiss scientific explanations as untrue.

In his lecture, Crain will provide scriptural considerations 
and scholarly information on some of the most 
fundamental, modern scientific concepts. Topics include 
the creation of the universe, evolution of life on Earth, 
conservation and the climate crisis, and transhumanism—
the theory that the human race can evolve beyond its 
current physical and mental limitations, especially by 
means of science and technology.

The Art of Christian Listening: A 
Lenten Study on Caring 

Looking for a good study during Lent? Consider 
participating in a three-week class on “The Art of Christian 
Listening.” Dan Ingersoll, one of our Stephen Ministry 
Leaders, will lead this discussion on Thursday evenings, 
February 23, March 2 and March 9 from 6:00–7:30 p.m.

 Participants will have the opportunity to not only improve 
their listening skills and share the gift of empathy, they will 
also learn the value of active listening as an expression 
of Christian caring. The class is free, but those who want 
to participate need to email Dan Ingersoll (dingersoll3@
comcast.net) or call the church office to register.

Scarboro 85 Monument Luncheon
The Social Concerns Committee is organizing a group from 
our congregation to sponsor a table at the Scarboro 85 
Monument Luncheon on February 23, from 11:00 a.m. to 1:00 
p.m. at the Doubletree Inn. Proceeds from this gathering will 
help support a monument recognizing the 1955 integration 
of Oak Ridge High School and Robertsville Junior High School 
when 85 black students from the Scarboro Community were 
the first to integrate into a school system in the southeast 
United States. 

The speaker will be Rev. Dr. Harold Middlebrook, a civil rights 
activist who worked with the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. 
The cost is $50 per plate. Please contact Greg or Becky Smith 
at smit92611@gmail.com if you are interested in attending.

Free Medical Clinic Program
On February 26, the Free Medical Clinic (FMC) comes to 
our church with their new Mobile Clinic. Billy Edmonds, 
executive director, will speak to the Fellowship class 
during the Sunday School hour. Several Sunday School 
classes are joining for this update. Everyone is welcome.

Billy will talk about the RAM event that was held in Oak 
Ridge this month in which over 8,000 patients were 
served. He will also give other updates, plus talk about 
the newly acquired Mobile Clinic which will be in different 
locations one day a week. This clinic was provided 
through a state grant. There are many exciting things 
happening at FMC, plus an increase in patients to over 
7,000 this past year. 

From 9:30 a.m. and continuing through the Sunday School 
hour until 11:00 a.m. will be an opportunity to see the 
Mobile Clinic. It will be parked on Vienna Road for those 
who wish to visit. Please join us on February 26.

Welcome, Julie Martin
We are very pleased to officially announce Julie Martin is 
the new director of First Steps Child Development Center! 
Julie has a master’s degree in early childhood education. 
She previously worked as the assistant director for the 
program. Welcome, Julie! 

Jubilation 2023
The Jubilation conference is back! It is sponsored by the Holston Conference. Mature adults will meet at the Black Fox 
Lodge in Pigeon Forge from Monday, April 24 through Wednesday, April 26. We will laugh, learn, and meet new friends. 
The keynoter is Ed Kilbourne, a singer, folk theologian, and storyteller who will keep us all involved.

The registration is $185 for two people in a room. Four meals and all activities are included. For more information 
about Jubilation, contact Carolyn Henderson, Nita Barnes or Steve and Rose Anne Bell (865-539-9593). The registration 
deadline is March 1. Registration forms are available in the office.
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Worship for February 12
Sixth Sunday in Epiphany

Sermon: Stay in Love With God
Scripture: John 21:13-17

8:45 & 11:00 a.m. Traditional Worship - Sanctuary 
11:00 a.m. Contemporary Worship - Multipurpose Room 

Preaching: Rev. Jenny Caughman

In the Hospital: 
Linda Houlberg - Fort Sanders 

Specialty Hospital 
- no visitors please -

MMC - Janalin Watson

Discharged:
Cotton Boroughs

Pastors Mark Flynn, lead • Jenny Caughman, spiritual care • Denna Hornby, associate 
Contact Information 865.483.4357 • www.fumcor.org • Pastor on call: 865.272.9862

Our Giving
Weekly offering:    $ 22,701
2023 YTD offering:    $ 176,926
2022 YTD offering:    $ 156,597
Mission offering:    $ 1,030

Who Should Sign Up for Table for 8?
Table for 8, please! FUMC has recently announced this 
new fun way to connect with a group of about eight 
people by sharing meals together over the course of the 
year. We hope people of all ages and stages of life will 
participate.

You should sign up if you:

• have been part of First Church for a long time.
• have been part of First Church for a short time.
• have ever seen someone you 

don’t know at a church activity.
• attend only one of our three 

worship services on a regular 
basis.

• want to feel more connected to 
members of our church family 
and make new friends.

• enjoy fellowshipping with others over a good meal.

Groups will meet two or three times in the spring and 
two or three times in the fall. Each group will decide the 
details on when and where it will meet.

The deadline to register is Sunday, February 12.  
Questions? Please either email Lee McClure 
(lucyleemcclure@outlook.com) or call the office.

scan here for info

Special Class This 
Sunday  

All are welcome to participate in 
the special 10:00 a.m. Three Simple 
Rules class which Rev. Denna 
Hornby will lead on Sunday in the 
Fellowship Hall. Join the discussion 
of how Wesley’s rules (Do no harm. 
Do good. Stay in love with God.) 
impact your spiritual life. 

Ministry Fair This Sunday
Join us in the Multipurpose Room from 9:45 - 10:10 
a.m., and again from 11:45 - 12:45 p.m. this Sunday for 
our Ministry Fair, a church-wide opportunity to learn 
about the vast ministry opportunities in our church and 
community. Does your group have a project or event it 
would like to highlight? Please get in touch with Shelby 
Fowler at sfowler@fumcor.org.

Save the Date: Spring Tea
Join us on Saturday, April 15, at 1:00 p.m. in the 
Fellowship Hall for an afternoon tea. Invite a friend, 
and come join the fun! All are welcome. Seating is 
limited, and reservations are required! Reservations 
will be accepted from March 15 until April 1 by calling 
the church office. Please contact Denna Hornby at 
dhornby@fumcor.org or Shelby Fowler at  
sfowler@fumcor.org for more information.

February Special Offering: TORCH
TORCH opened its doors in January 2013 with the mission 
statement: “To ensure every person living in Anderson 
County has a safe place to sleep at night.”  Please give 
generously to our February missions offering.


