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Social Concerns Awarded Grant
Our Social Concerns Committee was awarded a $10,000 
grant from the United Methodist Church’s Commission on 
Religion and Race. The grant, sponsored by the committee 
and spearheaded by Annette Flynn, is entitled “Beloved 
Community: Local Solutions to America’s Divisions.” These 
funds will help our congregation work with High Places 
Church (who has an even larger grant) to support their 
initiative to “reclaim stories and build togetherness across 
divides” within the Oak Ridge community. 
The Social Concerns grant will provide support for trained 
facilitators for difficult conversations, underwrite stipends 
and supplies for teachers/tutors for under-resourced children 
who are experiencing extreme school performance gaps due 
to the pandemic, and support meals to bring people together 
from different races, politics, histories, experiences, etc. to 
share their stories Interested in learning more or getting 
involved? Contact Annette Flynn (amnflynn@gmail.com) or 
Greg Smith (smit92611@gmail.com).

An Overview of Total  
2022 Mission Spending 

General Budget $87,233
Monthly special offerings $18,055 

UM Committee on Relief, US $2,575
UM Committee on Relief, World $12,345

Sager Brown Health Kits $531
Clean Water for the Home, Honduras $1,250

Adult World Mission Trip $2,800  (This amount does not 
include what people spent to go on the trip.)

Mission Fundraiser $1,500
Thanksgiving/Christmas Shoppe $11,376

(This does not include what people spent on 82 coats, 
averaging $40.00/coat; children’s gifts, averaging $75-

$100 for 139 children; or all the other items donated to the 
Shoppes.)

Community Meal $3,900
And so, our congregation donated a total of $141,565, not 
counting those additional contributions noted in italics 
above! We celebrate everyone’s generosity and thank all 
those who contributed to make this good work possible! 

Festival Choir to Begin
If you or a loved one enjoyed singing in our Christmas 
Choir, there’s another opportunity for you to get involved 
in the choir this spring. The new Festival Choir will be 
a continuation of the Christmas Choir and will extend 
into the spring to prepare for our presentation of Dan 
Forrest’s “Requiem for the Living” on Sunday, June 4 at 
4:00 p.m. Rehearsals will begin Wednesday, February 1 at 
7:00 p.m. in the choir room. 
Attendance at a minimum of 12 of 18 Wednesday 
rehearsals is required. Any other questions can be 
directed to Josh Sumter (jsumter@fumcor.org).

Construction Mission Trip: 
Florida Recovery

A construction mission trip to the Fort Myers area in 
Florida is scheduled for April 1 - 9. The trip will focus on 
repairing/rebuilding from the devastation caused by 
Hurricane Ian. We will work with the United Methodist 
Church Disaster Relief Group and stay in a local church 
with a full kitchen, showers and AC. If helping folks get 
back into their homes interests you, consider joining 
the team. Skilled and novice folks are welcome. Please 
contact Jim Hardy (mjhardy3@comcast.net or 865-804-
1504) if you want to participate or to obtain more details. 

Small Group Opportunities
Are you looking for a small group? Several new 
opportunities are available.
• Fellowship and fun: Beginning February 7, a new 

fellowship group which coincides with Children’s Choir 
will meet on Tuesdays at 4:00 p.m. in the nursery. 

• Card making: Beginning March 26, a card-making 
group led by Sandi Henry will gather at 7:00 p.m. This 
group will meet monthly on the last Sunday of each 
month! 

• Walking: Do you enjoy walking? A small group of 
folks who enjoy fellowship, faith and fun will meet on 
February 9 at the Oak Ridge Rowing Association,  
2:00 p.m.
Save these dates on your calendar for future 
walks: March 9, April 13, May 11, June 8, July 13, Aug 
10, September 14, October 12, and November 11.

• Wesley Small Group: A group of four women is 
looking for four more people to join a new small 
group. The date and time are to be determined by the 
group.

For more information on any of these opportunities, or 
ideas for new groups, please contact Rev. Denna Hornby 
at dhornby@fumcor.org.

Clean Water for the Home
Steve and Lou Ann Cristy would like to thank all the 
people who helped fund the effort to provide water filter 
systems for the families in Honduras that need potable 
water to keep their families healthy. 
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Worship for January 29
Fifth Sunday in Epiphany

Sermon: Do Good
Scripture: Luke 6:27-35

8:45 & 11:00 a.m. Traditional Worship - Sanctuary 
11:00 a.m. Contemporary Worship - Multipurpose Room 

Preaching: Rev. Mark Flynn

In the Hospital: 
UTMC - Linda Houlberg

no visitors please
MMC - Janalin Watson

Cotton Boroughs

Pastors Mark Flynn, lead • Jenny Caughman, spiritual care • Denna Hornby, associate 
Contact Information 865.483.4357 • www.fumcor.org • Pastor on call: 865.272.9862

Our Giving
Weekly offering:    $ 50,842
2023 YTD offering:    $ 154,224
2022 YTD offering:   $ 111,759
Mission offering:    $ 2,736

Announcing: Table for 8 
Table for 8, please! The Adult Ministries Team is excited to 
launch this new opportunity for you to get to know others 
in our congregation and make those 
all-important connections. 
Table for 8 is a casual, fun way to share 
a meal and connect with people from 
FUMC in a relaxed atmosphere. Visit 
our website (www.fumcor.org) and 
click on the Table for 8 link for more 
information, answers to some frequently asked questions 
and to sign up to participate. The deadline to sign up 
is Sunday, February 12. Whether you are picnicking, 
potlucking, hosting or dining out, it is hard to beat a shared 
meal as a way to make new friends and reconnect with 
old ones. Questions? Please either email Lee McClure 
(lucyleemcclure@outlook.com) or call the office.

scan here for info

February Special Offering: TORCH
First United Methodist Church of Oak Ridge has been 
an integral part of TORCH from its inception. The idea 
of forming the organization was first presented to 
pastors Stella Roberts, Troy Forrester and Crystal Smith 
in 2011 by Sheila Michel. Since that beginning, our 
church and its members have been very supportive and 
encouraging.
TORCH opened its doors in January 2013 with the mission 
statement: “To ensure every person living in Anderson 
County has a safe place to sleep at night.” TORCH 
concentrates on housing families with children and 
individuals living with severe disabilities for whom it is most 
difficult to live outside. TORCH is the only organization in 
Anderson County serving the homeless population. 
The current housing crisis continues to affect our 
clients’ ability to keep up with rent which can lead to 
eviction. Clients need emergency housing when evicted 
while they work toward regaining access to housing. 
Emergency housing in hotels is lasting longer now due 
to the current difficulty in finding affordable housing. 
For that reason, TORCH has built a temporary housing 
complex for families with children named Bookhart 
Village (after FUMC’s Tom Bookhart, a major donor) 

on Hamilton Circle. Bookhart Village will open in mid-
February and will house six families.  
There is no way to adequately express how much First 
Church’s support has meant. Thank you! 
    - Sheila Michel

Blazing Disciples Lock-In
Students in 4th-6th grade are 
invited to join the Children and 
Family Ministry team for a Lock-In 
on Friday, February 24 from 8:00 
p.m. until Saturday, February 25 at 
8:00 a.m.
The cost of this event is $10 and 
can be paid in cash or by a check 
made payable to First United 
Methodist Church of Oak Ridge.
Please register by contacting Shelby 
Fowler at sfowler@fumcor.org.


