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Can You Lift 25 lbs at 8:30 a.m.  
on a Tuesday?

If so, you are exactly the sort of person we desperately 
need for Food For Kids! Our congregation hosts this 
amazing ministry where folks from the community gather 
to create food bags for students for eight schools in town. 
Many students rely on the free breakfasts and lunches 
provided by Oak Ridge schools to survive. Without Food 
For Kids, they would go hungry on the weekends. We have 
plenty of help putting the bags together on one Monday 
a month, but we desperately need people to help load 
and deliver bins filled with those bags to schools on one 
Tuesday a month. If you can lift at least 25 lbs and are 
free on March 7, April 11 or May 2 from 8:30-10:30 a.m., 
please contact Cara Weigel (rcweigel@comcast.net). Thank 
you for prayerfully considering this opportunity.

Need a “Helping Hand” in These 
Winter Months?

While many plants are in a dormant state around your 
home, some tasks in and around the house may be in 
need of a little TLC. The Helping Hands Ministry folks 
are ready and willing to assist you, even in these winter 
months. Just call Mark Diemer at 865-483-5410 to arrange 
a time for someone to provide you some assistance. 
Spring is coming soon!

Another Marvelous Monday  
Film Is Coming

In a world where mediocre movies are a dime a dozen, 
take a moment to enjoy the BEST films of the past. You 
are invited to join our Marvelous Monday film aficionados 
as they enjoy “The Sting” which won Best Picture, Best 
Director, Best Music and 4 other Oscars in 1974! Gather 
before the huge Fellowship Hall screen on Monday, March 
6 at 1:00 pm to celebrate this classic. Snacks will be served. 

Closed for Maintenance  
March 16 & 17

For good and bad, almost every aspect of our beautiful 
building relies on technology. That means when our 
IT company needs two days to replace and reboot our 
computer server, our phones, computers and electronic 
doors will not function. Therefore, mark your calendars 
now -  our building will be closed on Thursday, March 16 
and Friday, March 17. First Steps, Keystone, and all other 
activities are canceled on those days.

Senior Adult Luncheon to Discuss 
“Birds & Bees” 

That’s right! Our March 8 Senior 
Adult Luncheon program will 
feature Kris Light discussing The 
Birds and Bees of Wildflowers. 
Participants will learn how flowers 
communicate with their pollinators 
through color, patterns, aroma, 
and even “drug use.” A wonderful 
catered meal provided by Whitney 
Dodd will include marinated pork 
loin, red roasted potatoes, green 
beans, cinnamon apples, rolls and 
cheesecake. The gathering costs 
$10 each and all are welcome. 
Contact the church office prior to Thursday, March 2 to 
reserve your spot! 

Celebrating Keystone!  
If you have not done so already, please prayerfully 
consider contributing $35 to Keystone Adult Day Program 
in honor of their 35th anniversary! 

If someone asks what our church’s Welcome Statement says,  
how much of it can you remember?

Mobile Clinic to Visit
On February 26 during the Sunday School hour, Billy 
Edmonds, executive director of the Free Medical Clinic (FMC), 
will speak to the Fellowship Class and others who wish to join 
to learn about the new Mobile Clinic. Visit the Mobile Clinic 
from 9:30 - 11:00 a.m. on Vienna Road. Don’t miss this very 
special opportunity to see how one of our important FUMC 
missions is helping over 8,000 patients in three counties.

Blazing Disciples Lock-In
Students in 4th-6th grade are invited to join the Children 
and Family Ministry team for a late-night party on Friday, 
February 24 from 7:00 - 10:00 p.m. We will enjoy an 
evening of fellowship, games, movies, food and more! 
Please register by contacting Shelby Fowler at sfowler@
fumcor.org.
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Worship for February 26
First Sunday in Lent

Sermon: Temptation 101
Scripture: Genesis 2:15-17; 3:1-7; Matthew 4:1-11

8:45 & 11:00 a.m. Traditional Worship - Sanctuary 
11:00 a.m. Contemporary Worship - Multipurpose Room 

Preaching: Rev. Mark Flynn

In Sympathy
We extend our sympathy to the 

family and friends of Mary Palmer, 
whose brother Steve Palmer died 

on February 17. We also extend 
sympathy to Karen Moore upon 

the death of her brother, John B. 
Nelson, who died Feb. 16.

In the Hospital: 
Linda Houlberg - Fort Sanders 

Specialty Hospital 
- no visitors please -

Bev Cochran - UTMC 
Bill Elkins - MMC

Discharged:
Natalie Dickinson - MMC 

Mona Leake (to Fort Sanders NHC) 
Nancy Vath (to Commonwealth)

Pastors Mark Flynn, lead • Jenny Caughman, spiritual care • Denna Hornby, associate 
Contact Information 865.483.4357 • www.fumcor.org • Pastor on call: 865.272.9862

Our Giving
Weekly offering:    $ 23,286
2023 YTD offering:    $ 245,580
2022 YTD offering:    $ 214,881
Mission offering:   $ 1910

Our Welcome Statement 
At First Church, we embrace Jesus’ message that God loves 
and accepts every person. Therefore, we welcome all to 
share in the life and ministry of this community of faith. 
Our welcome knows no boundaries of age, race, ethnicity, 
culture, gender identity, sexual orientation, marital status, 
economic condition, physical ability or mental ability.

Making a Difference with Our 
Community Assistance Fund

Our congregation makes a difference in the greater Oak 
Ridge community through a variety of ministries. Each 
of those programs is worthy of celebration. However, 
one ministry takes place mostly behind the scenes: 
our Community Assistance Fund. Through that fund, 
pastoral staff helps people who have received cut-off 
notices from utility companies and/or need gasoline 
assistance to make it to work or medical care.
A surprising number of people are one unexpected 
crisis away from real financial difficulties. A car repair 
can force someone to choose between buying food or 
paying a utility bill. To be out sick from work for a week 
can mean they don’t make rent. Higher than normal 
heating costs in the winter can throw a budget into 
chaos. 
Since this time last year, our pastoral staff have used 
$33,683 from our Community Assistance Fund to help 
people in crisis. Since January 1, 2023, $2,855 of that 
fund has been utilized. This fund is replenished through 
special offerings received during Holy Communion. 
Thank you Church, for all you do to make a difference!

Prayer Service for Those  
with Addiction

Many of us struggle with substance abuse disorder. Our 
families and community feel the pain 
of addiction. Because we believe that 
prayer makes a difference, we will host 
a service of prayer for the Oak Ridge 
community and specifically those who 
struggle with addiction and their families. 
All are welcome to join us in the Chapel 
on Sunday, March 5 at 7:00 p.m. to 
pray for ourselves, our loved ones, our 
neighborhoods, our schools and our First 
Recovery Ministry. For more information, 
contact Matt Holder (mholder@fumcor.org).


